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US officials: 
North Korea 
is plotting to 
keep arsenal 

By Ellen Nakashima 
AND JoBY Warrick 

The Washington Post 

U.S. intelligence officials, cit¬ 
ing newly obtained evidence, 
have concluded that North Korea 
does not intend to fully surrender 
its nuclear stockpile and instead 
is considering ways to conceal 
the number of weapons it has and 
secret production facilities, ac¬ 
cording to U.S. officials. 

The evidence, collected in the 
wake of the June 12 summit in 
Singapore, points to preparations 
to deceive the 
U.S. about the 
number of 
nuclear war¬ 
heads in North 
Korea’s arse¬ 
nal as well as 
the existence 
of undisclosed 
facilities used 
to make fis¬ 
sile material 
for nuclear 
bombs, the of¬ 
ficials said. 

The find¬ 
ings support 
a new, pre¬ 
viously undisclosed Defense 
Intelligence Agency estimate 
that North Korea is unlikely to 
denuclearize. 

The assessment stands in stark 
contrast to President Donald 
Trump’s exuberant comments 
following the summit, when he 
declared on Twitter that “there is 
no longer a nuclear threat” from 
North Korea. At a recent rally, he 
also said he had “great success” 
with Pyongyang. 

Intelligence officials and many 
North Korea experts have gener¬ 
ally taken a more cautious view, 
noting that leader Kim Jong Un’s 
vague commitment to denucle¬ 
arize the Korean Peninsula is 
a near-echo of earlier pledges 
from North Korean leaders dur¬ 
ing the past two decades, even as 
they accelerated efforts to build 
nuclear weapons in secret. 


■ Bolton: 
US has 
plan to 
dismantle 
N. Korea 
nuclear 
program 
in year 
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Administration request for help housing 
immigrants could put strain on military 


We have housed refugees; we have housed people thrown 
out of their homes by earthquakes and hurricanes. We do 
whatever is in the best interest of the country. ’ 

Jim Mattis 

secretary of defense 


By Robert Burns 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON 
he Trump administration’s request 
for the Defense Department to 
house immigrants detained at the 
US. southern border and even to 
help prosecute them is prompting concern 
about strains to the military. 

Some call it an inappropriate mission. 

“We shouldn’t be militarizing border en¬ 
forcement,” Rep. Ro Khanna, a California 
Democrat, said in an interview. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, who has 
made it his top priority to improve the mil¬ 
itary’s fitness for combat, argues that the 
Pentagon is nonetheless obliged to provide 
help with border enforcement. 


In recent days, Mattis has accepted re¬ 
quests by the departments of Homeland 
Security and Health and Human Services 
to provide temporary housing on Air Force 
and Army installations for potentially tens 
of thousands of detained immigrant fami¬ 
lies and unaccompanied children. That is in 
line with historical precedents for military 
assistance, Mattis argued. 


“We have housed refugees; we have 
housed people thrown out of their homes by 
earthquakes and hurricanes. We do what¬ 
ever is in the best interest of the country,” 
he recently told reporters. But he also has 
insisted that decisions about immigration 
policy and its security implications are not 
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Protesters march outside Ramstein Air Base 



By Will Morris 
AND Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger¬ 
many — Protesters marched 
outside Ramstein Air Base’s west 
gate on Saturday, demanding the 
base be closed and seizing upon 
a media report that the Pentagon 
is reviewing the costs of keeping 
troops in Germany. 

About 1,500 protesters partici¬ 
pated in the march, held annually 
by the Berlin-based “Stopp Air 
Base Ramstein” group, accord¬ 
ing to police. 

Reiner Braun, one of the orga¬ 
nizers, said about 2,500 people 
showed up instead of the 5,000 
they expected. 

Traffic was backed up outside 
Gate 5 during the demonstration, 
and the base security detachment 
was augmented with reinforce¬ 
ments throughout the event. 

Police spokesman Michael 
Hummel said that groups of ac¬ 
tivists blocked traffic near the 
end of the protest. 

“Twelve or 13 activists did 
not stop blocking the street even 
after they were told several 
times,” Hummel said. “The pros¬ 
ecutor’s office will now investi¬ 
gate them.” 

Protest organizers had prom¬ 
ised acts of civil disobedience by 
“specially trained” activists, but 
never elaborated on what those 
acts would be other than blocking 
access roads to the base. 

Organizers said they were en¬ 
couraged by a Washington Post 
report on Friday which said 
President Donald Trump was 
taken aback by the size of the U.S. 
presence in Germany, according 
to unnamed officials. Trump has 


also assailed Germany for not 
doing more to contribute 2 per¬ 
cent of its gross domestic product 
to NATO, a benchmark agreed 


upon by its member nations. 

However, Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis applauded Germany 
on June 20 for its plans to increase 


Above left: Demonstrators 
march Saturday outside 
Ramstein Air Base, Germany, 
demanding its closure. 

Above right: Reiner Braun, 
an oi^nizer with “Stopp Air 
Base Ramstein,” speaks to 
demonstrators Saturday. 

Left: Sahra Wagenknecht, 
parliamentarian chairperson of 
Germany’s Left Party, speaks to 
demonstrators about removing 
U.S. military bases from the 
country at the rally outside 
Ramstein. 

Photos by Will MoRRis/Stars and Stripes 


defense spending 80 percent by 
2024, which would bring its total 
to about 1.5 percent of its GDP. 
Lucas Wirl, who helped orga¬ 



nize the protest, said it could be 
“a step in the right direction” if 
Trump pulls U.S. troops out. 

“But if the withdrawal of the 
troops from Germany means they 
will move to Poland, there is still 
a problem. Then we have the U.S. 
troops right next to the Russian 
border,” Wirl said, adding that 
the “politics of confrontation” 
needs to stop; instead, “we need 
demilitarization of Europe.” 

Base officials on Friday warned 
of traffic delays and asked per¬ 
sonnel to avoid the protest for 
safety reasons. 

“We respect our rich history 
with our German partners and we 
fight for the right to safely voice 
opinions through the expression 
of freedom of speech and assem¬ 
bly,” the base’s Facebook page 
stated. 

morris.william(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: ©willatstripes 
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1t always feels good to help someone out' 

US paratrooper, age 53, jumps from cliff into icy river to save a drowning man 



JossELYN FuENTEs/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Lt. Col. John Hall, a paratrooper in the 173rd Airborne Brigade, saves a local citizen from drowning in 
the frigid waters of Pria Park, a swimming hole in the Dolomite Mountains of northern Italy, on June 17. 



Courtesy of John Hall 


Hall poses for a photo with two French boys dressed as soldiers in 
Sainte-Mere-Eglise, France. Hall was with the American paratroopers 
participating in the D-Day commemoration. 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — A grandfa¬ 
ther in his fifties — possibly the 
oldest soldier in the 173rd Air¬ 
borne Brigade — jumped off a 
cliff into a frigid Italian river last 
month to save a drowning man’s 
life. 

Mgj. John Hall, 53, a Flint, 
Mich., history teacher and Army 
National Guardsman who’s spent 
the last year on active duty with 
the brigade, reacted during a 
June 17 family outing to a swim¬ 
ming hole on the Astica River 
near the village of Contra Pria in 
the Dolomites. 

As his two grandsons played in 
the shallows, he stood on a rock 
ledge above the water to get a bet¬ 
ter view of some scuba divers. He 
wasn’t planning to swim because 
he was just coming off knee sur¬ 
gery and the rocks were slippery. 

He watched three young Italian 
men in bathing trunks take turns 
jumping off the ledge across from 
him into the icy water. He saw 
that one of them began to strug¬ 
gle, gasping, splashing and call¬ 
ing out for help. He saw that the 
friends who jumped in again to 
help couldn’t. In his panic, the 
drowning man grabbed them, en¬ 
dangering them as well. 

Then the drowning man went 
under for a good 10 seconds. 

“I thought something has to 
happen right now. I thought I’m 
the only guy in a position to do 
something,” Hall said in an inter¬ 
view Friday. “So I just jumped.” 

He spread his arms wide as he 
descended in his shorts, Hawai¬ 
ian shirt, shoes and socks, he said. 
Then he started swimming. 

“I came up from behind him and 
I just wrapped my arm around his 
throat and immediately turned 
into a sidestroke. I popped him on 
my hip,” Hall said. 

“He completely quit fighting. I 
think he’d given up at that point. 
The look in his eyes — he was in 
shock or terrified.” 

Hall swam the man to the steep 
riverbank and — along with the 
other two Italians — helped push 
him up the rocks to safety. 

Hall clambered out and checked 
on the young man he’d fished out. 


“He was shaking and pacing,” 
Hall said. “Then he walked over 
to me and gave me a great big 
hug. You could feel the warmth 


coming through the cold. It was 
a very good moment for us and 
those (Italian) guys.” 

Hall, who spent nearly a de¬ 


cade as an enlisted Army medic 
and became a public affairs offi¬ 
cer, never took a lifesaving class, 
he said. 

He learned to swim during boy¬ 
hood summers spent at a city pool 
in Mount Vernon, Ill., encouraged 
by his grandmother, who’d never 
learned to swim and was terrified 
of the water. 

He said that his soldiers’ ethos 
of duty and sacrifice played a role 
in his decision to jump, as well as 
his paratrooper training. 

“We’re asked to drop into situa¬ 
tions where we don’t have all the 
support — so we have to be very 
agile,” Hall said. “You have to go 
into it with a great deal of confi¬ 
dence, and that’s what I did. 

“By the grace of God it turned 
out well for everybody.” 

Experts say attempting to res¬ 
cue a struggling drowning person 
is extremely risky, with a poten¬ 
tial for the rescuer to instead be¬ 
come another drowning victim. 

“It happens more often than we 
want to talk about,” said Tom Gill, 
public information officer with 


the U.S. Lifesaving Association. 
“It’s altruistic, it’s wonderful, but 
it’s so dangerous.” 

Panicked people in the water 
use whatever is at hand to try to 
“go up” out of the water to sur¬ 
vive, Gill said, including people 
trying to help them; they grab 
and climb on them forcing them 
underwater. 

Experts instead recommend 
tossing a floating device — even 
a cooler works, they said. 

And if there’s no cooler? 

“Call 911. Tell him to relax and 
float. You shouldn’t go in,” Gill 
said. 

Still, Gill was impressed by 
Hall’s rescue. 

“That is so perfect old school 
lifesaving,” he said. “You always 
try to get behind them. Put them 
in a secure hold.” 

Gill said Hall’s expert approach 
coupled with the victim’s likely 
exhaustion at that point was the 
key to the happy ending. 

“He was probably literally sec¬ 
onds away from death,” Gill said 
of the Italian. “Good for that sol¬ 
dier! But we can’t recommend it. 
We don’t recommend it.” 

Later, Hall’s wife asked him 
why he had to be the one to do the 
rescue. 

“I said because no one else did 
anything,” Hall said. 

“I am still in shock about it,” 
Hall’s wife, Laura, said on Friday. 
“I just keep thinking, that guy 
would likely be dead if [Hall] had 
not jumped to help him.” 

After the rescue. Hall was 
ready to head home. 

“I said I think I’m going to call 
it a day,” he said. He thought that 
would be the end of it. 

But another 173rd Brigade 
paratrooper, Lt. Col. James Kei- 
rsey, also happened to be there, 
picnicking and swimming with 
his family. Keirsey told Hall that 
he was duty-bound to make a re¬ 
port to the brigade. 

Hall, who will return to his 
teaching job in Flint in Septem¬ 
ber, is a reluctant hero. He said 
he just helped out a neighbor. 

“It always feels good to help 
someone out, doesn’t it?” Hall 
said. 


montgomerynancydistripes.com 
Twitter: @montgomerynance 


B-52 bomber helps rescue stranded paddlers near Guam 


Stars and Stripes 

The crew of a B-52 Stratofor- 
tress helped find six canoe pad¬ 
dlers during a search and rescue 
mission near Guam, according to 
Andersen Air Force Base’s 36th 
Wing. 

The crew, from the 20th Expe¬ 
ditionary Bomb Squadron out of 
Barksdale Air Force Base, La., 
was on a routine flight during a 
deployment to Guam when they 
responded to a call from the Coast 
Guard on June 25. 


A traditional Pacific Island- 
style canoe carrying six pas¬ 
sengers had gone missing after 
sailing from nearby Piagailoe 
Atoll on June 19. The journey 
from the atoll to Guam was sup¬ 
posed to take only a day, meaning 
the paddlers, who had minimal 
supplies, had been missing for six 
days. 

“This was a unique situation 
for us,” Capt. Sean Simpson, one 
of the bomber’s crew, said in an 
Air Force statement. “It’s not 


every day the B-52 gets called for 
a search and rescue.” 

Finding the canoe wasn’t easy 
since the airmen weren’t even 
sure what it looked like. But an 
unusual, Disney-themed tip from 
the Coast Guard helped identify 
it. 

“We asked for more details 
about the vessel,” Simpson said, 
“and the dispatcher told us, ‘It’s 
just like the boat from (the ani¬ 
mated film) ‘Moana.’” 

After searching for more than 


three hours, the crew spotted 
the canoe drifting in the open 
ocean — with all six passengers 
aboard. 

“We spotted this vessel from 
about 19,000 feet,” 1st Lt. Jordan 
Allen said in the statement. “It’s 
really a small miracle that we 
were able to see it, because there 
were quite a bit of clouds.” 

The airmen provided the Coast 
Guard with the canoe’s location 
and a civilian ship was able to 
contact the paddlers and steer 


them to shore. 

“Search and rescue isn’t some¬ 
thing people typically think of 
when they talk about the B-52, 
but our training and adaptability 
really paid off,” Lt. Col. Jarred 
Prier, the bomb squadron’s di¬ 
rector of operations, said in the 
statement. “Being a part of this 
successful search and rescue op¬ 
eration speaks to the diversity of 
our skill set and shows our impor¬ 
tance here in the Pacific.” 

news@stripes.com 
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USFK’s Camp Humphreys officially opens 



Newsis/AP 


U.S. Army soldiers fire cannons during an opening ceremony for the new headquarters of U.S. Forces 
Korea at Camp Humphreys in Pyeongtaek, South Korea, on Friday. 



Ahn Young-joon/AP 

U.S. Army soldiers salute during the opening ceremony. 


By Kim Gamel 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — The U.S. mihtary has 
taken a mgjor step toward end¬ 
ing seven decades of deployments 
near the border with North Korea 
by officially moving its main 
command on the peninsula south 
of Seoul to an expanded Camp 
Humphreys. 

The official opening of the new 
$77 million U.S. Forces Korea 
headquarters Friday marked a 
milestone in the frequently post¬ 
poned plans to relocate most 
American troops away from the 
capital and areas to the north. 

The move, which was originally 
supposed to take place in 2008, 
has gained momentum as tensions 
on the divided peninsula have 
eased and the North engages in 
talks with the United States over 
its nuclear weapons program. 

Gen. Vincent Brooks, the com¬ 
mander of U.S. Forces Korea, 
stressed during a ceremony to 
open his new headquarters that 
Americans aren’t going anywhere 
despite the consolidation of the 
mihtary’s presence, centered in 
Seoul since before the 1950-53 Ko¬ 
rean War, which ended in an armi¬ 
stice instead of a peace treaty. 

“This headquarters ... repre¬ 
sents the significant investment 
in the long-term presence of U.S. 
forces in Korea,” he said in declar¬ 
ing the new headquarters open for 
business on the base in the rural 
area of Pyeongtaek, some 40 miles 
south of Seoul. 

Brooks noted that South Korea 
has paid 90 percent of the nearly 
$10.8 bilhon cost to develop Camp 
Humphreys from a remote air¬ 
field into the equivalent of a small 
American town. 

The new, four-story USFK 
headquarters building, which has 
two annexes and a parade ground, 
replaces the command’s long¬ 
time home in the so-called White 
House on Yongsan Army Garri¬ 
son in Seoul. 


It sits next to the Eighth Army 
headquarters, which opened last 
summer. The 2nd Infantry Divi¬ 
sion, which is stationed north of 
Seoul and mans the front hnes, 
also will move to Humphreys, al¬ 
though no date has been set. 

The relocation plan is the result 
of a 2004 agreement between the 
United States and South Korea, 
which is eager to reclaim Yong¬ 
san and other bases that are oc¬ 
cupying what has become prime 
real estate in the Asian economic 
powerhouse. 

Brooks, who also leads the 
United Nations Command and 
the Combined Forces Command, 
acknowledged there may be sepa¬ 
ration anxiety since the CFC will 
remain in Seoul. 

“It represents the start of a new 
era and a new set of relationships,” 
he said. “Our relationships and 
our histories are intertwined and 
they are strong enough to support 
this separation without weakening 
any of the three commands.” 

“And U.S. Forces Korea will re¬ 


main the living proof of the Amer¬ 
ican commitment to the alliance,” 
he added. 

In all, two-thirds of the USFK 
and UNC staff, or about 650 em¬ 
ployees and their families, are 
expected to move to Humphreys 


this summer, and the population 
is projected to reach 40,000 when 
the transition is completed. Brooks 
said it’s beheved to be the largest 
U.S. overseas base. 

South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in said he hoped the change 


would help the alliance evolve be¬ 
yond military affairs. 

“The alliance has been the foun¬ 
dation for peace and stability and 
paved the way for South Korea’s 
democratization and economic 
growth,” he said in a speech read 
at the ceremony by one of his 
aides. 

The relocation was supposed to 
take place in 2008 but was pushed 
ahead to 2012 and then 2016 due to 
construction and quality control is¬ 
sues. The military finally stopped 
giving deadlines, saying the move 
would be conditions-based. 

The aging Yongsan Garrison, 
which was used by the Japanese 
occupation force from 1910 to 
1945 before the Americans moved 
in after World War II, has begun to 
shrink but still had a population of 
12,000 last month. 

No mqjor changes to the barbed- 
wire-lined perimeter are expected 
until late next year when a new 
hospital is due to open on Hum¬ 
phreys, allowing the Yongsan fa- 
cihty to close, officials have said. 

A secure operations center is 
not expected to open until Janu¬ 
ary 2021 — although a temporary 
facility is being built in the mean¬ 
time, according to a timeline laid 
out at a recent town hall meeting 
on Yongsan. 

The 210th Field Artillery Bri¬ 
gade will stay on Camp Casey 
near the border until the South 
Koreans have developed the mili¬ 
tary capabilities to replace it. The 
United States will maintain the 
mountainous Rodriguez Live Fire 
Complex for training. 

The relocation puts the bulk of 
the some 28,500 American ser- 
vicemembers, civihan contractors 
and family members at a safer dis¬ 
tance from North Korea’s massive 
arsenal of conventional weapons 
poised on the border, just 35 miles 
north of Seoul. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamei 


Mattis wraps up Asia tour with reassuring words for Japan 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO, Japan — Defense Sec¬ 
retary Jim Mattis had some re¬ 
assuring words for his Japanese 
counterpart during a visit to Tokyo 
on Friday amid concerns about 
President Donald Trump’s deci¬ 
sion to cancel annual war games 
with South Korea. 

Mattis said the U. S. will not jeop¬ 
ardize its alliance “with another 
democratic and free nation” in its 
negotiations with North Korea. 

“We are in the midst of very 
unprecedented negotiations with 
North Korea, but in this dynamic 
time, the long-standing alliance 
between Japan and the United 
States stands firm,” Mattis, who 
was in South Korea a day earlier, 
told reporters at Japan’s Ministry 
of Defense. 

Japan was the final stop for the 
Pentagon chief during a trip that 
also included a visit to Beijing. 


Mattis told reporters in Tokyo that 
the U.S. relationship with China 
would be defined by the two na¬ 
tions’ ability to competitively 
coexist. 

“We look to cooperate where 
and when possible and we will 
compete vigorously where we 
must,” he said. 

Last week marked Mattis’ sev¬ 
enth trip to the region since he be¬ 
came defense secretary, and the 
fifth time in three months that he 
and Japanese Defense Minister It- 
sunori Onodera have met. 

“The US.-Japan alliance is the 
cornerstone of Indo-Pacific stabil¬ 
ity, and our commitment to this 
alliance remains ironclad with 
a long-term ally,” Mattis said. 
“These visits represent just how 
strongly we prioritize this relation¬ 
ship between our two militaries.” 

The defense chiefs, who met in 
private before talking to the press, 
said they discussed denucleariza¬ 
tion of the Korean Peninsula. 


Last month, the U.S. canceled 
annual military exercises with 
South Korea, drawing scrutiny in 
Japan. 

“This decision was taken to cre¬ 
ate space for our diplomats to ne¬ 
gotiate strongly and increase the 
prospect for a peaceful solution on 
the peninsula,” Mattis said. “At the 
same time, we maintain a strong 
collaborative defensive stance to 
ensure our diplomats continue to 
negotiate from a position of un¬ 
questioned strength.” 

“Our objective remains the com¬ 
plete, irreversible and verifiable 
dismantling of North Korean nu¬ 
clear ballistic missile programs,” 
Mattis said. 

Onodera wore a blue ribbon 
to the meeting in remembrance 
of the Japanese abducted by the 
North. 

Japan is seeking the return of 
12 known abductees. Mattis called 
it “a humanitarian issue always 
present in our deliberations” and 


said Trump raised the abductees 
issue with Kim Jong Un during 
their summit last month. 

Onodera said his talks with 
Mattis had been “a very candid 
and open exchange of views.” 

Japan will “continue to cooper¬ 
ate” with the U.S. to accomplish 
the goal of a denuclearized North 
Korea and will “continue efforts 
to counter illegal ship-to-ship 
transfers of goods by North Korea 
in coordination with other coun¬ 
tries,” he said. 

Onodera also emphasized the 
importance of safety among U.S. 
servicemembers in Japan, refer¬ 
encing the recent discovery of a 
bullet on private property and air¬ 
craft issues in Okinawa. 

The defense chiefs discussed 
happenings in the South and East 
China seas, which have long been 
a source of tension as China and its 
neighbors dispute territory in the 
region — including Japan’s Sen- 
kaku Islands, which China calls 


the Diaoyu Islands. The U.S. Navy 
commonly patrols and conducts 
freedom-of-navigation operations 
in the seas. 

“We shared our understanding 
of the situation in the East and 
South China seas and, once again, 
we affirmed that Article 5 of the 
Japan-US. security treaty applies 
to the Senkaku Islands,” Onodera 
said. “We reaffirm the importance 
of our commitment to the South 
China Sea.” 

Article 5 of the treaty states that 
both nations will respond to armed 
attacks by third parties that occur 
in Japanese territory. 

Mattis told Onodera that he “lis¬ 
tened closely” to his insight and 
looks forward to continuing their 
relationship. 

“I thank Japan for its ceaseless 
effort to promote stability and se¬ 
curity,” Mattis said. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
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RIMPAC begins without 
China, adds Army and 
Air Force live-fire drills 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

JOINT BASE PEARL HAR- 
BOR-HICKAM, Hawaii — The 
absence of China’s rising navy 
won’t have much impact on this 
year’s Rim of the Pacific drills, the 
commander of U.S. Pacific Fleet 
said during a dockside launch of 
the monthlong exercise. 

The U.S. rescinded China’s in¬ 
vitation last month over actions 
the nation has taken in the South 
China Sea. 

“This entire exercise is about 
nations cooperating for peace, 
stability, security and a free 
and open Indo-Pacific region,” 
Adm. John Aquilino told report¬ 
ers gathered at Pearl Harbor on 
Thursday. 

Last month. Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis said that “China con¬ 
tinues to militarize features in 
the South China Sea” by utilizing 
“weapons that just a few years 
ago they said they would not be 
putting there.” 

According to Aquilino, China’s 
actions in the South China Sea 
are “exactly contradictory to the 
entire purpose” of RIMPAC. 

In 2016, China brought five 
ships and about 1,200 personnel 
to the biennial exercise. 

“I would say that very little will 
change,” Aquilino said of China’s 
absence from RIMPAC. “The 
events that they were scheduled 
to participate in, they will not — 
but all of the same benefit exists 
from the like-minded nations that 
are participating in this particu¬ 
lar event.” 

The countries participating in 
this year’s exercise are Australia, 
Brunei, Canada, Chile, Colombia, 
France, Germany, India, Indone¬ 
sia, Israel, Japan, Malaysia, Mex¬ 
ico, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Peru, South Korea, Philippines, 
Sri Lanka, Singapore, Thailand, 
Tonga, Vietnam, the United King¬ 
dom and the US. 

Those 25 nations will bring to¬ 
gether a fleet of 46 surface war¬ 
ships, five submarines and troops 


from 18 national land forces, 
along with more than 200 aircraft 
and 25,000 personnel. 

“We are all maritime nations,” 
said Vice Adm. John Alexander, 
commander of the U.S. 3rd Fleet 
and head of RIMPAC’s com¬ 
bined task force. “We all prosper 
through trade, and the majority 
of trade goes through the Indo- 
Pacific region.” 

New at this year’s exercise are 
live-fire drills in which the Ar¬ 
my’s Multi-Domain Task Force 
will shoot a Navy missile to sink a 
ship at sea, and the Air Force will 
fire long-range anti-ship missiles, 
Alexander said. 

“It’s the first time we’ve done 
something like this [at] RIM¬ 
PAC,” Alexander said. “We’re 
looking to expand this in 2020. It’s 
a maritime exercise, but we have 
ground forces supporting a mari¬ 
time environment.” 

For the first time, the Philip¬ 
pines has brought two ships — a 
frigate and a landing platform 
dock — to the exercise. 

The first nonfounding member 
of RIMPAC, Chile, will command 
the combined-forces sea compo¬ 
nent during this year’s event. 

“This is the largest maritime 
exercise in the world, and it’s 
a tremendous responsibility,” 
said Chilean Commodore Pablo 
Niemann, who will head the sea 
component. 

This is the 12th time Chile’s 
navy has participated in RIM¬ 
PAC, and its sailors have been 
“working up the ladder of respon¬ 
sibilities” to earn the command 
spot in 2018, he said. 

According to Niemann, Chile’s 
is a small navy, with eight frig¬ 
ates, four submarines, an amphib¬ 
ious task force and a host of small 
boats for patrolling its long coast. 

“We thought that this year, being 
our 200th anniversary as a navy, 
would be a good time to challenge 
ourselves with a responsibility of 
this size and scope,” he said. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOison 


Wiesbaden festival offers 
carnival fun and more 


By Dan Stoutamire 
Stars and Stripes 

WIESBADEN, Germany — 
The German-American Friend¬ 
ship Festival officially opened 
Friday with the swing of a wooden 
hammer, kicking off a celebration 
organizers expect will draw tens 
of thousands of visitors during its 
six-day run. 

Col. Todd Fish used the ham¬ 
mer to tap a ceremonial beer keg 
at the fest, which runs through 
Wednesday in Wiesbaden’s Hain- 
erberg housing area between the 
old Post Exchange and the Tau- 
nus Theater. 

Visitors can expect a pair of 
large beer gardens, dozens of 
food and drink stands, and car¬ 


nival attractions, including a fun- 
house and a log ride. It runs daily 
from noon until midnight and ad¬ 
mission is free. Fireworks on the 
Fourth of July are scheduled to 
cap off the celebration. 

Fish, the commander of U.S. 
Army Garrison Wiesbaden, said 
he’s enjoyed the festival each 
summer of his three-year tenure. 

“I am very happy that I am the 
first garrison commander to have 
the pleasure of experiencing the 
festival three years in a row,” 
Fish said. “I’m looking forward to 
welcoming our neighbors again 
to share this wonderful tradition 
with us.” 

stoutamire.dan@stri(5es.com 

Twitter: @DKS_Stripes 
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Screen grabs from DARPA's Ground X-Vehicle Technologies video 


A Humvee that's part of DARPA's Ground X-Vehicle Technologies program includes innovations such 
as electric hub motors inside the wheels, a new suspension that enables high-speed travel over rough 
terrain, a headset that provides the driver a 360-degree view to navigate obstacles, and a computer that 
can predict the fastest and safest route to a given destination and can take control to skirt obstacles. 


Humvee goes from 4WD 
to halftrack in seconds 



that can assume a round shape for high-speed travel on roads, then 
shift to a triangular shape for off-roadtravel. 


By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

The Defense Department has 
demonstrated a Humvee that can 
transform from a four-wheel- 
drive to a halftrack in seconds. 

A YouTube video of the space- 
age combat vehicle performing 
its trick, posted by the Defense 
Advanced Research Projects 
Agency, better known as DARPA, 
last month, was viewed 2.1 mil¬ 
lion times in five days. 

The Humvee is part of a pro¬ 
gram called Ground X-Vehicle 
Technologies, or GXV-T, that 
“aims to improve mobility, sur¬ 
vivability, safety and effective¬ 
ness of future combat vehicles 
without pilling on armor,” ac¬ 
cording to DARPA. 

The ability to turn a Humvee 
into a halftrack along with some 
other nifty upgrades one day 
could allow combat vehicles to 
travel across 95 percent of battle¬ 
field terrain features, the agency 
said in a statement. 

“We’re looking at how to en¬ 
hance survivability by buttoning 
up the cockpit and augmenting the 
crew through driver-assistance 
aids,” M^. Amber Walker, the 
GXV-T program manager, said 
in the statement. “For mobility, 
we’ve taken a radically different 
approach by avoiding armor and 
developing options to move quick¬ 
ly and be agile over all terrain.” 

Researchers showed off the 
transformable Humvee at the 
Army’s Aberdeen Test Center in 
May. 

Its “Reconfigurable Wheel- 
Track” can assume a round shape 
for high-speed travel on roads, 
then shift to a triangular shape, 
creating “treads” that improve 
off-road performance. 

Other innovations include elec¬ 


tric hub motors inside the wheels. 
The technology, already powering 
electric supercars in Europe, im¬ 
proves acceleration and maneu¬ 
verability by optimizing torque, 
traction, power and speed, ac¬ 
cording to DARPA. 

DARPA also showed off new 
“Multi-mode Extreme Travel 
Suspension” that “enables high¬ 
speed travel over rough terrain, 
while keeping the vehicle upright 
and minimizing occupant dis¬ 
comfort,” the agency said in its 
statement. 

The suspension boasts 6 feet of 
travel — 42 inches upward and 30 
inches downward — and keeps 
itself level on steep grades by ad¬ 
justing each wheel. 

The video of the Humvee in ac¬ 
tion shows a driver using a head¬ 
set that provides a 360-degree 
view around a vehicle to navigate 
obstacles. The goal is to eliminate 
the need for windows in tactical 
vehicles, according to DARPA’s 
statement. 

The transformable Humvee is 
equipped with a computer that 


can predict the fastest and saf¬ 
est route to a given destination 
and even can take control to drive 
around obstacles. 

“I love most of those ideas, and 
the tech behind it is incredible,” 
Army Staff Sgt. Jason Hale, a 
section chief in the 160th Field 
Artillery, 45th Infantry Divi¬ 
sion, said in a phone interview 
Thursday. “The thought of Joes 
going into a dangerous valley in 
Kunduz riding in an up-armored, 
gator-like vehicle that has the 
suspension of a monster truck is 
really amazing.” 

Hale, who recently returned 
from a deployment to Afghani¬ 
stan, added that any new military 
vehicle technology will have to be 
durable and affordable to really 
help a deployed soldier. 

“Affordability is always the 
name of the game, and a private 
with hypersituational aware¬ 
ness will always be cheaper and 
more effective than a $30 million 
truck,” Hale said. 

b6Ilnger.james@strTpes.com 

Twitter: @bolingerJ2004 
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Navy mandates Sailor Early Return to Sea policy 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

The Navy announced Thurs¬ 
day that it will begin requiring 
enlisted sailors to transfer from 
shore duty to sea billets where 
the need is critical. 

The so-called Sailor Early Re¬ 
turn to Sea policy gives enlisted 
rating detailers increased au¬ 
thority to begin filling high-pri¬ 
ority sea-duty billets for sailors 
ranked petty officer third class 
through master chief petty offi¬ 
cer, allowing them to move sail¬ 
ors earlier than their projected 


rotation dates. 

Among the factors that will be 
considered to determine whether 
a sailor could be tagged for early 
return to sea are: length of time 
on shore, pay grade, fleet expe¬ 
rience, enlisted classification, 
previous sea duty and how much 
longer a sailor is obligated to 
serve. 

“Sailors must have completed 
at least 18-23 months of shore 
duty and will not transfer until 
they have at least completed 24 
months on shore,” the Navy said 
in the announcement. 

“Navy Personnel Command 


already has a number of pro¬ 
grams and policies that provide 
Sailors an opportunity to volun¬ 
teer to return to sea duty early,” 
Capt. Alonza Ross, director of 
the command’s Enlisted Distri¬ 
bution Division, Career Man¬ 
agement Department, said in a 
statement. 

The Navy had previously at¬ 
tempted to address the need to 
fill critical billets at sea through 
incentives — some in cash. Last 
year, the service announced it 
was ordering up to 1,100 chief 
petty officers back to sea ahead 
of their regular rotation in an at¬ 


tempt to fill almost 3,000 billets. 

The impact of the transfers on 
the sailor’s shore-duty command 
will be balanced against the pri¬ 
orities at sea, the Navy said. 

According to the Navy, sailors 
in special program billets — such 
as recruit division commanders, 
recruiters, brig duty, instructors 
and special warfare operators — 
will not be considered for early 
return to sea. 

Nuclear-trained sailors will 
continue to be detailed accord¬ 
ing to the Naval Nuclear Propul¬ 
sion Program, the Navy said. 

Candidates for early sea re¬ 


turn will not only fill billets at 
their current pay grade, as they 
may also be selected to fill va¬ 
cant requirements within their 
pay band. For example, senior 
chief petty officers and mas¬ 
ter chief petty officers may be 
chosen to fill vacant chief petty 
officer and senior petty officer 
requirements. 

Sailors and their command 
can challenge a proposed trans¬ 
fer within 15 days of notification 
by submitting an adverse-impact 
statement, the Navy said. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Border: Pentagon agrees to set up tents at Fort Bliss for detained migrant families 


^We certainly should not be using our nation’s 
vital military bases for nondefense purposes, f 

Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi 

D-lll. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

his to make. “I’m not going to 
chime in from the outside,” he 
said. 

The Pentagon says it received 
a Department of Homeland Secu¬ 
rity request to house up to 12,000 
detained immigrant family mem¬ 
bers, starting with shelters for 
2,000 people to be available within 
45 days. The initial shelters are 
likely to be at Fort Bliss in Texas, 
but subsequent tent cities could 
be at two other bases in border 
states. 

The Pentagon has indicated 
Mattis will accept these requests, 
but no steps have been taken yet to 
move immigrants onto the bases. 

Mattis has emphasized that 
members of the military will not 
be directly involved in detaining 
or securing migrants. By law, the 
mihtary is barred from perform¬ 
ing domestic law enforcement 
functions such as arresting people 
crossing the border, but it has 


sometimes provided support for 
border security, including moni¬ 
toring surveillance imagery and 
repairing border fences. 

Nonetheless, Mattis has been 
the target of pointed objections 
from senators critical of the Pen¬ 
tagon taking on a bigger role, 
including lending 21 military law¬ 
yers to the Justice Department to 
help prosecute immigration cases 
at the border. 

“Clearly, the mihtary needs 
more, not fewer, lawyers avail¬ 
able for its critical military justice 
practice,” Sens. Joni Ernst, R- 
lowa, Kirsten GiUibrand, D-N.Y., 
and Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., wrote 
in a letter to Mattis. They pointed 


out the Pentagon already had said 
that military lawyers are too busy 
to expand the services of special 
victims counsel. 

“Instead, we have now learned 
the services will be diverting 
these valuable resources to sup¬ 
port a nonmilitary mission,” the 
senators wrote, adding that they 
are “deeply troubled” by what 
they consider a misuse of military 
personnel. 

The Pentagon has agreed to set 
up tents — which it euphemistical¬ 
ly caUs “semi-separate, soft-sided 
camp facilities” — at Fort Bliss, 
if needed, for detained migrant 
families starting this summer. It 
has also agreed to make housing 


available at Goodfellow Air Force 
Base in Texas for up to 20,000 
unaccompanied minors detained 
for iUegally crossing the southern 
border. 

These shelter operations, which 
could last for months, are to be run 
by DHS or HHS or their contrac¬ 
tors, not the Pentagon, but defense 
officials say it is possible that the 
Pentagon will end up erecting the 
shelters. 

This is not unprecedented. The 
Pentagon temporarily housed sev¬ 
eral thousand unaccompanied de¬ 
tained minors in 2014 at mihtary 
bases. This year’s problem has 
drawn wider attention and sharp¬ 
er criticism in part because of the 
administration’s now-suspended 
practice of separating children 
from parents who are detained for 
illegally crossing the border. 

“We certainly should not be 
using our nation’s vital mihtary 
bases for nondefense purposes,” 
Rep. Rqja Krishnamoorthi, an Il¬ 
linois Democrat, said last month 


Grafenwoehr holds 3rd annual Glow Walk/Run on base 



Martin EcNASH/Stars and Stripes 

Soldiers and families run the 3rd Annual Glow WalK/Run at Grafenwoehr, Germany, on Friday. 


By Martin E gnash 
Stars and Stripes 

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany 
— More than 600 soldiers and 
family members donned their 
finest glow stick-inspired jewelry 
and covered themselves in glow- 
in-the-dark paint to take part in 
the third annual Glow Walk/Run 
on base. 

The run, put on by the USO, 
was a free event to encourage 
fitness in the community. Run¬ 
ners visited “glow stations” to get 
themselves ready to run in a loop 
around Camp Aachen. 

The thumping bass of electronic 
dance music, played by a live DJ, 
provided a backdrop to the action. 

Glow runs accompanied by 
dance music are fairly common in 
the United States but rare in this 
part of Germany. 

The exuberant participants 
drew many curious stares from 
German and UK. soldiers train¬ 
ing at Camp Aachen, but they 
didn’t seem to mind. 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 


in arguing that Congress should 
block funding for migrant deten¬ 
tion facilities on military bases. 

Even some Republicans who 
support Trump’s crackdown 
on illegal immigration are 
unenthusiastic. 

“I am not convinced at this point 
that housing them in our military 
installations is the best short-term 
answer, especially if it harms 
regular base operations, crowds 
our servicemembers and distracts 
from the mission of defense,” Rep. 
Jodey Arrington, a Texas Repub¬ 
lican, said in a statement. His 
district includes Dyess Air Force 
Base, which is among bases under 
consideration for sheltering unac¬ 
companied detained minors. 



MILITARY DISCOUNTS 

For all Military ID card holders 
and their family members: 


Atlanta 532 € 

Charlotte 466 € 

Dallas 514 € 

Las Vegas 510 € 
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Need help? Call us! 
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www.abctravel.de 
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Bolton: US has plan 
to end N. Korea's 
nuke effort in year 



Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP 


U.S. national security adviser John Bolton listens to questions Friday 
as he speaks to the media after his talks with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in Moscow. 


By Matthew Pennington 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s national secu¬ 
rity adviser said Sunday the U.S. 
has a plan that would lead to the 
dismantling of North Korea’s nu¬ 
clear weapons and ballistic mis¬ 
sile programs in a year. 

John Bolton said top U.S. diplo¬ 
mat Mike Pompeo will be discuss¬ 
ing that plan with North Korea in 
the near future. 

Bolton added that it would be to 
the North’s advantage to cooper¬ 
ate to see sanctions lifted quickly 
and aid from South Korea and 
Japan start to flow. 

Bolton’s remarks on CBS’ 
“Face the Nation” appeared to be 
the first time the Trump admin¬ 
istration publicly had suggested 
a timeline for North Korea to ful¬ 
fill the commitment leader Kim 
Jong Un made at a summit with 
President Donald Trump last 
month to denuclearize the Kore¬ 
an Peninsula. 

Despite Trump’s rosy post¬ 
summit declaration that the 
North no longer poses a nuclear 
threat, Washington and Pyong¬ 
yang have yet to negotiate the 
terms under which North Korea 


would relinquish the weapons 
that it developed to deter the U.S. 
Doubts over North Korea’s inten¬ 
tions have deepened amid reports 
that it is continuing to produce 
fissile material for weapons. 

The Washington Post on Sat¬ 
urday cited unnamed U.S. intel¬ 
ligence officials as saying that 
evidence collected since the June 
12 summit in Singapore points to 
preparations to deceive the U.S. 
about the number of nuclear war¬ 
heads in North Korea’s arsenal 
as well as the existence of undis¬ 
closed facilities used to make fis¬ 
sile material for nuclear bombs. 

It said the findings support a 
new, previously undisclosed De¬ 
fense Intelligence Agency esti¬ 
mate that North Korea is unlikely 
to denuclearize. 

Bolton on Sunday declined to 
comment on intelligence matters. 

He said the administration 
was well aware of North Korea’s 
track record over the decades in 
dragging out negotiations with 
the U.S. to continue weapons 
development. 

“We have developed a pro¬ 
gram. I’m sure that Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo will be dis¬ 
cussing this with the North Ko¬ 
reans in the near future about 


really how to dismantle all of 
their WMD and ballistic missile 
programs in a year,” Bolton said. 
“If they have the strategic deci¬ 
sion already made to do that, and 
they’re cooperative, we can move 
very quickly.” 

He said the one-year program 
the U.S. is proposing would cover 
all of the North’s chemical and 
biological weapons, nuclear pro¬ 
grams and ballistic missiles. 

Pompeo already has visited 
Pyongyang twice since April to 
meet with Kim — the first time 
when he was still director of the 
CIA — and there are discus¬ 
sions about a possible third trip 


to North Korea late next week 
but such a visit has not yet been 
confirmed. 

Pompeo spoke with the foreign 
ministers of China, Japan and 
South Korea in recent days about 
the situation with the North, ac¬ 
cording to the State Department, 
which has declined to comment 
on any upcoming travel. 

Pompeo did postpone plans to 
meet with Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis and their counterparts 
from India on July 6, citing un¬ 
avoidable circumstances, which 
has fueled speculation he will 
make a third trip to Pyongyang. 


Keep: DIA concludes N. Korea seeking ways to deceive on nukes 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The new intelligence, described by four of¬ 
ficials who have seen it or received briefings, 
is based on material gathered in the weeks 
since the summit. The officials insisted on 
anonymity to discuss sensitive assessments 
about a country that has long been one of the 
most difficult targets for spy agencies to pen¬ 
etrate. Some aspects of the U.S. intelligence 
were reported Friday by NBC News. 

Specifically, the DIA has concluded that 
North Korean officials are exploring ways 
to deceive Washington about the number of 
nuclear warheads and missiles and the types 
and numbers of facilities they have, believing 
that the U.S. is not aware of the full range of 
their activities. 

U.S. intelligence agencies have believed for 
at least a year that the number of warheads is 
about 65, as reported last year by The Wash¬ 
ington Post. But North Korean officials are 
suggesting that they declare far fewer. 

The lone weapons facility that has been ac¬ 
knowledged by North Korea is in Yongbyon, 
60 miles north of Pyongyang. That site is esti¬ 
mated to have produced fissile material for as 
many as a couple of dozen warheads. 

Meanwhile, the North Koreans also have 
operated a secret underground uranium en¬ 
richment site known as Kangson, which first 
was reported in May by The Post. That site 
is believed by most officials to have twice the 
enrichment capacity of Yongbyon. U.S. intel¬ 
ligence agencies became aware of the nuclear 
facility in 2010. 

In recent years, the US., through imagery 
and computer hacking, has improved its intel¬ 
ligence collection in North Korea. Officials in 
Pyongyang are seeking to obfuscate the true 


U.S. intelligence agencies 
have believed for at least 
a year that the number 
of warheads is about 65, 
but North Korean officials 
are suggesting that they 
declare far fewer. 


number of their weapons facilities, and U.S. 
intelligence officials believe that more than 
just one hidden site exists. The Post is with¬ 
holding details at the request of intelligence 
officials. 

The Office of the Director of National Intel¬ 
ligence declined requests for comment. 

North Korea expert David Albright, a for¬ 
mer United Nations weapons inspector and 
president of the Institute for Science and In¬ 
ternational Security, said the assessments 
come at a time when “there’s a worry that the 
Trump administration may go soft and accept 
a deal that focuses on Yongbyon and forgets 
about these other sites.” 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has ac¬ 
knowledged that it could take years to imple¬ 
ment any agreement on eliminating North 
Korea’s nuclear stockpile, a hard-won asset 
that North Korean leaders regard as a guar¬ 
antor of their survival. Asked by senators on 
Wednesday about the status of private talks 
with North Korean officials, he declined to 
offer specifics. 

“I’m not prepared to talk about the details of 
the discussions that are taking place,” he said 


in testimony before the Senate Intelligence 
Committee. “I think it would be inappropriate 
and, frankly, counterproductive to achieving 
the end state that we’re hoping to achieve.” 

Asked about Trump’s claim that the North 
Korea threat had been eliminated, Pompeo 
said Trump had meant to say only that the 
threat had been reduced. “I don’t think there’s 
any doubt about that,” he said. 

While North Korea made a public show in 
June of demolishing the country’s main nu¬ 
clear weapons test site, there has been little 
public evidence of efforts to dismantle scores 
of other sites linked to production of nuclear 
and chemical weapons and delivery systems. 

Even if North Korea’s promises were sin¬ 
cere, it could take years of work, accompanied 
by an unprecedented agreement to grant ac¬ 
cess to outside inspectors, before U.S. officials 
could confidently say that the weapons threat 
has been neutralized. 

As of now, there is little proof that North 
Korea intends to go down that road, longtime 
North Korea observers say. 

“North Korea has made no new commit¬ 
ments to denuclearization, and in fact has 
backed away from its previous commitments,” 
Abraham Denmark, Asia Program director 
of the Woodrow Wilson International Center 
for Scholars, told a House committee in late 
June. 

“North Korea remains free to manufacture 
more nuclear weapons, ballistic missiles and 
other weapons of mass destruction — even 
though it has unilaterally frozen testing of its 
nuclear weapons and certain ballistic mis¬ 
siles,” he said. “There is no deadline for them 
to eliminate their illegal capabilities, or even 
freeze their continued production.” 


US boosting 
missile 
defenses 
in S. Korea 

Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — Upcoming 
U.S.-South Korean war games may 
be on hold, but the Pentagon is mov¬ 
ing forward with plans to upgrade 
missile defense systems designed 
to counter a strike by North Korea 
against Seoul or other regional al¬ 
lies, according to the director of the 
U.S. Missile Defense Agency. 

“We absolutely hope that diplo¬ 
macy is successful,” Air Force Lt. 
Gen. Sam Greaves said in an inter¬ 
view Tuesday in Washington. “But 
at the same time we must remain 
vigilant to provide the capability 
that’s needed.” 

The Defense Department is 
sticking with plans to bolster the 
high-altitude interceptor known as 
THAAD as well as lower-altitude 
Patriot interceptor batteries de¬ 
ployed on the Korean Peninsula, 
Greaves said. 

It’s the mixture of conciliation 
and strength that U.S. Defense Sec¬ 
retary Jim Mattis sought to project 
on a visit that took him to Beijing on 
Tuesday, with stops that followed 
in South Korea and Japan. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump appeared to 
surprise aides and allies when he 
announced June 12 that “we will be 
stopping the war games” following 
his talks with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un in Singapore. 

But the Pentagon plans for 
all contingencies. Its latest na¬ 
tional defense strategy describes 
North Korea as a rogue regime 
that “seeks to guarantee regime 
survival and increased leverage 
by seeking a mixture of nuclear, 
biological, chemical, conventional, 
and unconventional weapons and 
a growing ballistic missile capabil¬ 
ity to gain coercive influence over 
South Korea, Japan, and the United 
States.” 

THAAD — the Terminal High 
Altitude Area Defense system 
— was controversial even before 
Trump allowed its deployment to 
go forward in April 2017. Because 
of its advanced radar and its ability 
to target short- and medium-range 
missiles at high altitudes in their 
“terminal” phase, as they descend, 
China says THAAD threatens its 
security and repeatedly has called 
for its removal from the Korean 
Peninsula. 

Added funds from Congress 
with the recent defense policy bill 
are expected to further the design, 
development and eventual deploy¬ 
ment of three main capability up¬ 
grades called for by U.S. and South 
Korean commanders. 

That includes strengthening the 
capabilities of the THAAD and Pa¬ 
triot systems to communicate and 
feed off each other’s targeting data. 
The second improvement will be in¬ 
troducing on the Korean Peninsula 
the latest, more powerful version of 
the Patriot missile called the “Mis¬ 
sile Segment Enhancement” and 
integrating it with THAAD batter¬ 
ies, according to Greaves. The third 
improvement will be to develop and 
field a communications capability 
that lets a THAAD missile launch¬ 
er move farther from its command 
location, covering a wider area. 









Monday, July 2,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 9 


WAR ON TERRORISM 

Suicide bomber targets 
Sikhs and Hindus in 
Afghanistan, killing 19 



Provided by Nabaa Media/AP 


People flee in their vehicles from Daraa, southern Syria, on Thursday. 

More than 160K displaced 
as violence in Syria goes on 


Israel reinforces troops, 
steps up aid to Syria 


Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — The Israeli 
military said Sunday it would 
be reinforcing troops along the 
frontier with Syria and step¬ 
ping up its humanitarian ef¬ 
forts in the area amid a fierce 
Syrian government offensive 
that has displaced thousands 
of people. 

The military said it would be 
sending armor and artillery to 
the area. The United Nations 
has warned of a catastrophe in 
southern Syria, where govern¬ 
ment forces are on the offensive 
against insurgents in fighting 
that has forced thousands of 
people to flee toward the Israe¬ 
li-occupied Golan Heights and 
the Jordanian border. 

The Israeli military said it 
took in six Syrians, including 
four young children, during the 
weekend for emergency medi¬ 
cal treatment after their fami¬ 


lies were killed. It has supplied 
300 tents and about 60 tons of 
food, clothing, humanitarian 
aid and medicine to thousands 
of internally displaced Syrians 
who fled heavy bombardment 
by Syrian government forces. 

Israel has been sending aid 
into Syria for several years and 
has provided medical treat¬ 
ment to thousands of Syrians 
that reached the frontier with 
the Israeli-occupied Golan 
Heights. 

“The picture has changed 
over the past week and half,” 
said the commander of “Op¬ 
eration Good Neighbor,” the 
Israeli program to aid Syrians. 
“These are people who fled 
their homes with nothing ... 
we realized we had to do some¬ 
thing different.” 

The officer could not be 
identified according to mili¬ 
tary protocol. 


By Rahim Faiez 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A sui¬ 
cide bomber targeted a convoy of 
Sikhs and Hindus on their way 
to meet Afghanistan’s president 
in the eastern city of Jalalabad 
on Sunday, killing at least 19 
people. 

Inamullah Miakhail, spokes¬ 
man for the provincial hospital 
in Nangarhar, said that 17 out of 
19 dead in the attack are from 
the minority Sikh and Hindu 
community. 

Miakhail added that at least 10 
of the 20 wounded were from the 
same minority community and 
are undergoing treatment at a 
Jalalabad hospital. 

Narendr Singh, one of the 
wounded Sikhs from Sunday’s at¬ 
tack, told The Associated Press 
by phone from his hospital bed 
in Jalalabad that the attack tar¬ 
geted their convoy. He cried on 
the phone, worrying what had 
happened to his father, Avtar 
Singh Khalsa, who also was in the 
convoy. 

Miakhail confirmed that Khal¬ 
sa, a longtime leader of the Sikh 
community who had planned to 
run in the parliamentary elec¬ 
tions set for October, was killed in 
the attack. 

Attahullah Khogyani, spokes¬ 
man for the provincial governor, 
said that a number of shops and 
vehicles caught fire as result of 
the attack. 

Gen. Ghulam Sanayee 
Stanekzai, Nangarhar’s police 


Associated Press 

SANAA, Yemen — The Saudi- 
led coalition fighting Shiite rebels 
in Yemen has “paused” its cam¬ 
paign to retake the rebel-held 
port city of Hodeida in support of 
UN. peace efforts, an Emirati of¬ 
ficial said Sunday. 

Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Anwar Gargash acknowl¬ 
edged the weeklong pause after 
Yemen’s warring parties agreed 
to restart talks with UN. special 
envoy Martin Griffiths. 

“The Coalition has paused the 
advance on the city & port on 
June 23 for a week to allow the 
UN envoy to secure an uncondi¬ 
tional withdrawal from Hodeida,” 
Gargash tweeted. 

The coalition launched the Ho¬ 
deida offensive in June in a bid to 
break a three-year stalemate in 
its war against the Iran-aligned 
rebels, known as Houthis. The 
fighting largely has been con¬ 
fined to the city’s outskirts. 

Griffiths has been talking to 
both sides to try to prevent an all- 
out assault. 

About 70 percent of Yemen’s 
imported food and medicine ar- 


chief, said that the attacker tar¬ 
geted the group on its way to the 
governor’s compound. They had 
planned to meet with President 
Ashraf Ghani, who was visiting 
the region Sunday. 

No one immediately claimed 
responsibility for the attack, 
but the Taliban and an Islamic 
State affiliate are active in the 
province. 

Sikhs and Hindus have long 
suffered widespread discrimina¬ 
tion in the conservative Muslim 
country and have been targeted 
by Islamic extremists. The com¬ 
munity numbered more than 
80,000 in the 1970s, but today only 
about 1,000 remain in the coun¬ 
try. Under Taliban rule in the late 
1990s, they were told to identify 
themselves by wearing yellow 
armbands, but the dictate was not 
wholly enforced. In recent years, 
large numbers of Sikhs and Hin¬ 
dus have sought asylum in India, 
which has a Hindu m^ority and a 
large Sikh population. 

In a separate incident, at least 
110 people have been hospitalized 
after drinking from a river in the 
northern Parwan province, an of¬ 
ficial said. 

Abdul Khalil Farhangi, the 
head of the main hospital in Cha- 
rakar, the provincial capital, said 
it was not clear what caused them 
to become ill. The symptoms in¬ 
cluded vomiting and headaches. 

Afghanistan’s infrastructure 
has suffered from decades of war, 
and many rural communities do 
not have access to electricity or 
clean running water. 


rives in Hodeida, making it a 
vital lifeline for a country that is 
already on the brink of famine. 
The UN. considers Yemen to be 
the world’s worst humanitarian 
crisis, with more than 22 million 
people in need of assistance. 

Aid groups fear a protracted 
fight for Hodeida could shut down 
the port and potentially tip mil¬ 
lions into starvation. 

The coalition went to war with 
the Houthis in March 2015, hop¬ 
ing to restore the internationally 
recognized government of Presi¬ 
dent Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi 
after the rebels seized the capi¬ 
tal, Sanaa. The government has 
called on the Houthis to withdraw 
from all the areas they control, 
including a “complete and uncon¬ 
ditional” pullout from Hodeida. 

The Houthis have refused to 
withdraw from Hodeida, but 
they recently offered to let the 
UN. manage the port as part of 
a cease-fire in the city. Griffiths 
said both sides have agreed to the 
deal in principle and that the UN. 
would take over administration of 
the port as soon as they finalize 
the agreement. 


By Nabih Bulos 

Los Angeles Times 

BEIRUT — More than 160,000 
people have fled their homes in a 
Syrian government assault in the 
country’s southwest, the United 
Nations said, as negotiations for 
rebel capitulation in the region 
and to avoid clashes that could 
embroil Jordan and Israel broke 
down Saturday. 

Calling on the same playbook 
it used to subdue other rebel en¬ 
claves, the Syrian government 
and its Russian backers have 
made quick gains in the south¬ 
western province of Daraa. 

The strategic region, one of the 
last remaining bastions of rebel 
control, borders Jordan and links 
to the Israeli-controlled Golan 
Heights. 

With the campaign in its 11th 
day, government troops, backed 
by Russian and Syrian airstrikes 
and artillery clearing their path, 
easily captured a few towns in a 
collapse of rebel lines. 

A war monitor, the Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights, re¬ 
ported that 116 people had been 
killed since the fighting began on 
June 19. 

An initial flood of about 50,000 
last week rose to more than 
160,000 people fleeing their 
homes, the UN. Office for the Co¬ 
ordination of Humanitarian Af¬ 
fairs said in a report Friday. 

Many of the displaced have 
settled in the fields near the 
Jordanian-Syrian border and in 
Qunaiterah province, close to the 
Golan Heights. 

“We’ve managed to get [the ref¬ 
ugees] assistance despite the dif¬ 
ficulty of using the land crossing 
offered by Jordan,” said Moham¬ 
mad Hawaii, a spokesman for the 
U.N.’s refugee agency in Jordan. 

He said about 34,000 people 
had been provided with basic as¬ 
sistance, including tents, plastic 
protectors, blankets, mattresses, 
water, basic foodstuffs and hy¬ 
gienic materials. 


Jordan, which already hosts 
more than 1 million Syrian refu¬ 
gees, insisted it was “at capacity,” 
according to Ayman Safadi, the 
country’s foreign minister, and 
“cannot host more.” 

“Before we speak of enforced 
migration of Syrians away from 
their land, we should speak of 
protecting Syrians in it,” Safadi 
said on Twitter on Friday. 

In response, Jordanians in re¬ 
cent days have posted under the 
hashtag #OpenOurBorders, urg¬ 
ing the government to allow the 
refugees in. 

Israel also said it would not 
allow Syrians to cross into its ter¬ 
ritory. On Friday, however, the 
Israeli army’s Arabic-language 
spokesman, Avichay Adraee, 


uploaded a video that showed Is¬ 
raeli soldiers opening the barrier 
to the Syrian side of the Golan 
Heights before conducting a 
nighttime aid delivery of about 
300 tents and several dozen tons 
of food. 

The state-run Syrian Arab 
News Agency reported Saturday 
that a string of towns, including 
Tafas and Mzeireeb, had entered 
into “reconciliation,” Damascus’ 
euphemistic term for the restora¬ 
tion of state rule in exchange for a 
general amnesty. 

Critics dismiss reconciliations 
as surrender, in which residents 
who refuse to live under Assad’s 
government are forced to leave, 
while those who remain are con¬ 
scripted or persecuted. 


UAE official acknowledges 
‘pause’ in Yemen port fight 
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Bolton: No one should get 'vapors' over summit 


By David Nakamura 
The Washington Post 

BRIDGEWATER, N.J. — National se¬ 
curity adviser John Bolton on Sunday de¬ 
fended President Donald Trump’s decision 
to hold a summit with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in Helsinki this month as 
a way to get beyond the “political noise” 
that has consumed Washington over the 
ongoing investigation of Russian election 
interference. 

Appearing on “FoxNews Sunday,” Bolton 
said the summit would be “somewhat un¬ 
structured,” especially during the leaders’ 
one-on-one time, to avoid “the pressure of 
immediate deadlines or crises.” 

“He wants to understand the Russian 
position, but, more importantly, he wants 
Putin to understand our position,” Bolton 
said. “Let them discuss these issues and 
see exactly where there might be room for 
progress or where we find there is no room 
at all.” 


Trump is scheduled to meet with Putin 
on July 16, several days after he stops in 
Brussels for a NATO summit. The presi¬ 
dent has been critical of NATO, suggesting 
that other member nations do not contrib¬ 
ute enough to the alliance and that the U.S. 
carries too much of the burden. 

Bolton dismissed a question about wheth¬ 
er Trump has been more willing to criti¬ 
cize U.S. allies than authoritarian leaders 
of rival nations, including Putin and North 
Korea’s Kim Jong Un. Trump feuded with 
Group of Seven leaders during a summit 
in Canada last month over trade, abruptly 
dropping support for a routine joint state¬ 
ment. The president also suggested that 
Russia, which was kicked out of the group 
after it annexed Crimea in 2014, be invited 
back into the organization. 

“I don’t read the way he conducted these 
meetings the same way,” Bolton told “Fox 
News Sunday” host Chris Wallace. “I don’t 
think anybody ought to have a case of the 
vapors over discussions we have in NATO 


or the G-7 versus discussions we have with 
Putin or Kim Jong Un. They’re very, very 
different; the president treats them differ¬ 
ently. He understands what the strategic 
interests are, and that’s what he’s trying to 
pursue.” 

Although U.S. intelligence officials have 
stated unequivocally that Russian agents 
sought to influence the 2016 presidential 
election. Trump has continued to cast doubt 
on those conclusions. Last summer, during 
his first one-on-one meeting with Putin, in 
Hamburg, Trump said that he questioned 
Putin about the interference accusations 
and that the Russian leader denied it. 

Last week. Trump suggested in a tweet 
that he believed Putin’s denials. 

Bolton, who before joining the White 
House said on television that Putin lied to 
Trump, said he hasn’t changed his mind 
about Russia’s involvement. In a meeting 
last week to plan the summit, Bolton said, 
Putin told him that “there was no med¬ 
dling in the 2016 election by the Russian 


state. So I think it still raises the question. 
I think the president will have a conversa¬ 
tion about this and say, ‘We don’t want to 
see meddling in the 2018 election.’” 

Bolton added: “It’s something we’re con¬ 
cerned about. That’s why the president is 
going to talk to him about it again.” 

On reports that U.S. intelligence agen¬ 
cies believe North Korea has sought to con¬ 
ceal its nuclear program just weeks after 
Trump and Kim met in Singapore to talk 
about disarmament, Bolton insisted that 
“there’s nobody involved in this discussion 
with North Korea in the administration 
who is overburdened by naivete. We’ve 
seen how the North Koreans have behaved 
before ... We’re going to pursue this, and 
we’ll see what happens.” 

Bolton, who previously served in the 
George W. Bush administration, has long 
been skeptical that Pyongyang would give 
up its nuclear program, prompting North 
Korea’s state media to denounce him as 
“human scum.” 


Slain newspaper employees noted for talent, warmth, wit 


By David McFadden 
AND Ben Finley 
Associated Press 

Family and colleagues remem¬ 
ber the five people killed in a 
Maryland newspaper shooting as 
dedicated members of the com¬ 
munity. The employees killed 
Thursday at the Annapolis paper 
were Gerald Fischman, Rob Hi- 
aasen, John McNamara, Rebecca 
Smith and Wendi Winters. Jarrod 
W. Ramos, 38, has been charged 
with five counts of murder in one 
of the deadliest attacks on jour¬ 
nalists in U.S. history. 


Gerald Fischman 

Former colleagues of Gerald 
Fischman, the editorial page edi¬ 
tor at the Capital Gazette, roundly 
described the veteran journalist 
as reserved, precise and excep¬ 
tionally talented. 

“Gerald was the most bril¬ 
liant editorial , 
writer I’ve ever 
known,” said 
Dan Casey, a 
former reporter 
at the paper who 
is now a colum¬ 
nist at The Roa¬ 
noke Times. 

Fischman, 61, 
who won annual 
awards for his 



Fischman 


editorial writing like clockwork, 
was socially awkward but in an 
“endearing” way, Casey said. 

Steve Gunn, a former editor of 
the paper, said Fischman was “the 
master of AP style” who “made 
sure everything was just right.” 

“He was famous for working 
long days and being very pre¬ 
cise in his language and always 
making sure the editorial page 
reflected the heart of the newspa¬ 
per,” Gunn said. 

Fischman had worked at the 
paper since 1992. 

Politicians who encountered 
Fischman told the Baltimore Sun 
he was impressive and capable of 
putting them on guard. 


“When I sat for my endorse¬ 
ment interviews in 2010, he made 
it clear to me it was to be earned 
and by no means was guaranteed,” 
former two-term Anne Arundel 
County Councilman Jamie Ben¬ 
oit told the newspaper. “He asked 
tough questions and exposed every 
weakness in my legislative record. 
He treated council races like they 
were presidential races.” 

Rob Hiaasen 

Assistant managing editor Rob 
Hiaasen’s family is “devastated” 
by his death, said his brother, au¬ 
thor Carl Hiaasen. 

In a brief phone call with The 
Associated Press, prolific novel¬ 
ist and longtime Miami Herald 
columnist Carl Hiaasen said his 
family “was devastated beyond 
words” by the senseless killing of 
his brother, who was 59. 

“He was the 
most remark¬ 
able person. 

So gifted and 
talented and 
dedicated to 
journalism,” he 
said, his voice 
choked with 
emotion. 

Saying he was 
too wracked 
with grief to speak further, Hi¬ 
aasen referred an AP reporter 
to something he had just posted 
to his Facebook page, describing 
Rob as one of the most “gentle and 
funny people I’ve ever known.” 

Gunn, the former Capital Ga¬ 
zette editor, said Rob Hiaasen 
was a “gifted editor who had an 
aura of an artist around him who 
made people want to make jour¬ 
nalism a beautiful craft.” 

Another fellow journalist, Jan 
Winburn, who had worked with 
Hiaasen for a decade, said he had 
a true passion for the craft. “His 
heart was always in it — every 
story, every line and every word,” 
she wrote on his Facebook page. 

Nicknamed “Big Rob” because 
of his height and spirit, he was 



Hiaasen 


widely known for his generosity 
and mentoring relationship with 
younger reporters. 

Hiaasen had just celebrated his 
33rd wedding anniversary with 
his wife, Maria, whose birthday 
was Thursday, the day of the 
deadly attack. 


John McNamara 

John McNamara was a long¬ 
time employee of the newspaper 
who had worked as a sports writer 
and copy editor and moved more 
recently to a weekly publication, 
the Bowie Blade-News, colleague 
David Broughton said. 

Broughton, the paper’s sports 
editor, said he had worked with 
McNamara since 1994 and sat in 
a neighboring cubicle. 

“I could hear his conversa¬ 
tions (at the newspaper),” said 
Broughton. “He 
was just a re¬ 
ally thoughtful 
guy and a very 
intellectual guy. 

He could have 
an intelligent 
conversation 
about anything, I 
whether it was 
politics or trav- I 
el or English 
literature.” 

The paper’s newsroom was full 
of plenty of “misfits in one way or 
another,” but McNamara didn’t 
fall into that category, Casey said. 
Instead, he was a personable, ap¬ 
proachable nice guy with an “en¬ 
cyclopedic knowledge” of sports 
and music. 

McNamara, 56, was an avid 
basketball player with a self- 
deprecating sense of humor and 
bellowing laugh who had married 
his college sweetheart, according 
to Broughton. 

“He often said that marrying 
her was his greatest accomplish¬ 
ment,” Broughton said. 




McNamara 


Rebecca Smith 

Rebecca Smith, 34, a recently 


hired sales assistant at the Capi¬ 
tal Gazette, was a caring, upbeat 
person who adored her fiance and 
his young daughter, friend Caro¬ 
lyn Dedmon said. 

Smith’s fiance recently joined a 
softball team Dedmon’s husband 
coaches, and she quickly became 
part of the softball family, Ded¬ 
mon said. 

Smith called 
herself a “bonus 
mom” to her fi¬ 
ance’s daughter 
and loved tak¬ 
ing her to soft- 
ball games and 
having game 
nights at home, 

Dedmon said. 

“Everything 
was always 
about Rileigh and making her 
happy and spending as much time 
as possible with her,” she said. 

Smith’s boss. Capital Gazette 
advertising director Marty Pad- 
den, described her as a thought¬ 
ful person who made sure the 
sales office ran smoothly. 

“She was kind and considerate, 
and willing to help when needed. 
She seemed to really enjoy to be 
working in the media business,” 
Padden told The Sun. 

“She always went to work, did 
what she had to do. She was never 
sad,” Dedmon said. 



Wendi Winters 

Special publications editor 
Wendi Winters was “the heart of 
the newspaper,” Gunn said. 

Winters, 65, was passionate 
about serving the community 
and was a role model for younger 
journalists, he recalled. 

“She was, in many ways, the 
best part of the newspaper in that 
she cared so much about the city,” 
he said. 

Winters moved to Maryland 
about 20 years ago after a career 
in fashion and public relations in 
New York. 

She had a flair for writing fea¬ 
tures and let her “quirky and 
fun” personality shine through 


in her work, according to Susan 
O’Brien, spokeswoman for the 
city of Annapolis. 

“She always seemed to be smil¬ 
ing. She was just a very pleas¬ 
ant person. It’s just unbelievable 
to think she’s no longer here,” 
O’Brien said. 

Winters was the beloved moth¬ 
er of four children, all adults. The 
oldest. Winters Geimer, 29, said 
her mother’s personality matched 
her red hair and 
6-foot frame. 

“She was 
larger than 
life,” Geimer 
said Friday 
after a vigil at 
her mother’s 
Annapolis 
church. “She 
was a hard per¬ 
son to miss.” 

Geimer said 
her mother worked as a publi¬ 
cist in New York before start¬ 
ing to freelance at the Annapolis 
newspaper nearly 20 years ago. 
She also had been a stay-at-home 
mother who loved to make home¬ 
made clothes and Halloween cos¬ 
tumes for her children. 

“My mother loved to write and 
to create,” she said. “She was a 
multitalented artist.” 

Winters was a congregation 
member at the Unitarian Uni- 
versalist Church of Annapo¬ 
lis, where dozens of mourners 
gathered Friday to grieve and to 
pay tribute to her and her slain 
colleagues. 

Some congregation members 
laughed through tears as they 
shared stories about her. Dr. 
L.E. Gomez said Winters was, 
like him, a New York native and 
had a sarcastic, opinionated, ir¬ 
reverent manner. He loved their 
frequent discussions about local 
politics even though they often 
disagreed. 

“Wendi made me feel at home,” 
he said. “It didn’t matter what 
we were talking about. It was 
the way she communicated with 
people.” 



Winters 
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Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez speaks during an interview Wednesday in Rockefeller Center in New \brk. 
Ocasio-Cortez toppled lO-term Democratic Rep. Joe Crowley, of Queens, in Tuesday's primary election. 


Generational change coming 
to Democrats in the US House 


By Lisa Mascaro 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Ready or not, change is com¬ 
ing to the House Democrats. 

Across the country, a new generation is making 
its way to Washington. It’s not just that some of the 
Democrats, like Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, are 
young and progressive. They are. Or that many are 
women entering politics who want to fight President 
Donald Trump. They do. Or even that some of them 
live in Trump country. 

They also come to politics steeped in an era of re¬ 
sistance and revolt, like the tea party Republicans 
who rose against President Barack Obama and the 
so-called Watergate babies elected after President 
Richard Nixon. 

If the newcomers provide the numbers to give 
Democrats control of the House, or even fall short 
and end up in the ranks of the minority, they will be 
a force to be reckoned with upon arrival. That holds 
especially true for Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif, the long¬ 
time House Democratic leader. 

“There is a hunger for generational change, for a 
new generation of leadership,” said freshman Rep. 
Ro Khanna, of California. “I think we’re going to 
see some of the most impressive young people being 
elected across the country and it’s going to be, in 
my view, an extraordinary class, like the Watergate 
Class.” 

Last Tuesday, Ocasio-Cortez, 28, pulled off a stun¬ 
ning primary election romp in New York, toppling 
10-term congressman Joe Crowley, of Queens. He 
once was thought of as a possible successor to Pe¬ 
losi, but now has become a symbol of how the party 
is being transformed in the Trump era. 

The defeat of Crowley, the Democratic caucus 
chairman, opens up the fourth spot on the leader¬ 
ship rung. A robust contest is expected to replace 
him, but the leadership changes may not stop there. 

Several Democratic candidates for Congress have 
said they would not support Pelosi as leader. And 
even some of those Democrats who want Pelosi to 
reclaim the speaker’s gavel if Democrats retake the 
m^ority have made clear that new approaches are 
needed. 

Yet there remains no obvious replacement for 
Pelosi or the second-ranking Democrat, House Mi¬ 
nority Whip Steny Hoyer, so many aren’t convinced 
there will be an immediate leadership shuffle after 
the election. 

But in the next few years, even newcomers “like 
Alexandria could be there,” said Khanna, who 
backed both Ocasio-Cortez and Crowley in the race. 


“The traditional rules of politics don’t apply.” 

Pelosi has shown no signs of loosening her hold on 
leadership. 

“We just want to win,” she told reporters last 
week. 

She recalled the questions she heard after the 
Women’s March in 2017, when people would ask how 
Democrats were going to use all of that energy. She 
said she told them, “It’s not a question of how we will 
use it. It’s a question about how they will use us.” 

She added last week: “Everything is at stake in 
our country. People all see the urgency of it; they 
want to take responsibility for it. That gives us an 
opportunity to win. 

“So I just say, ‘Just win, baby,”’ she said. 

Two-term Rep. Ruben Gallego, of Arizona, an 
Iraq War combat Marine vet¬ 
eran, is not one to discount 
the staying power of Pelosi 
and the other top leaders. But 
he is certain they will be test¬ 
ed by the new arrivals. 

“Whoever the leaders are of 
this caucus are going to have 
to be accountable to this new 
caucus that’s going in,” he 
said. “They’re going to have 
to come to caucus and give 
arguments — why they are 
in leadership and why they 
should stay in leadership.” 
One traditional factor in 
leadership races has been fundraising. Pelosi has 
been the party’s top fundraiser, and Crowley has 
long been skilled at bringing donors to the table. But 
the younger generation of Democrats doesn’t value 
fundraising the way leaders do. At a time when can¬ 
didates like Ocasio-Cortez can win a primary with 
a big social media presence and small-dollar dona¬ 
tions, they don’t need to cozy up to the party power 
structure. 

As far as traditional arguments to win leadership 
races, “that’s not going to fly with these incoming 
members of Congress,” Gallego said. 

Other competing factors will be at play when 
House Democrats decide their leadership slate, in¬ 
cluding ideology and geography. 

Rep. Mark Pocan, of Wisconsin, a co-chairman of 
the Congressional Progressive Caucus, said Demo¬ 
crats need “to make sure progressives are repre¬ 
sented in leadership.” The primary elections are 
showing that “bold progressive messages work, and 
we’re hoping leadership will take that to heart,” he 
said. 


P There is a 
L hunger for 
I generational 
■ change, 
for a new 
generation of 
leadership.^ 

Rep. Ro Khanna 

D-Calif. 


EPA chief ethics 
official seeking 
prohes of Pruitt 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Envi¬ 
ronmental Protection Agency’s 
chief ethics official says he is 
pushing for a series of indepen¬ 
dent investigations into Scott 
Pruitt’s actions as administrator 
of the federal agency. 

In a letter to the U.S. Office of 
Government Ethics, EPA eth¬ 
ics official Kevin Minoli wrote 
that “potential issues” regard¬ 
ing Pruitt have surfaced through 
sources within the EPA and 
media reports since April. 

Minoli wrote that he has re¬ 
ferred “a number” of those mat¬ 
ters to the EPA’s inspector general. 
He said all are either under con¬ 
sideration for acceptance or are 
under active investigation. 

Minoli’s letter, first reported 
Saturday by The New York Times 
after the newspaper received 
a copy of the letter through a 
Freedom of Information request, 
doesn’t specify the issues referred 


for investigation. 

News media have reported 
Pruitt’s rental of a condo from a 
lobbyist’s spouse, his use of staff 
to handle personal matters and 
other practices. Pruitt faces more 
than a dozen federal inquiries into 
his spending and management 
practices as EPA administrator, 
according to the Times. 

Last month. House Democrats 
asked the Justice Department to 
investigate Pruitt for potential 
criminal conduct, alleging that 
he repeatedly violated federal 
anti-corruption laws by seeking 
to leverage his government posi¬ 
tion for personal gain. They cited 
the condo arrangement as well 
as Pruitt’s direction of an EPA 
aide to contact a senior Chick-fil- 
A executive as part of an effort 
to land his family a franchise, 
and a $2,000 payment to his wife 
from organizers of a conference 
Pruitt then attended at taxpayer 
expense. 


Judge won’t toss 
Manafort case based 
on leak allegations 


By Mary Clare Jalonick 
Associated Press 

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — A fed¬ 
eral judge in Virginia said Friday 
he won’t dismiss bank fraud and 
tax evasion charges against Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump’s former 
campaign chairman based on al¬ 
legations of leaks to the press. 

Lawyers for Paul Manafort — 
whose trial is due to start in late 
July — said they might ask for his 
trial to be moved to another city 
after U.S. District Judge T.S. Ellis 
III made clear he wouldn’t throw 
out the case. 

The effort by Manafort’s at¬ 
torneys comes after a series of 
setbacks in their attempts to have 
felony charges against him thrown 
out by two different judges. 

Manafort is charged in Virginia 
with hiding tens of millions of dol¬ 
lars from the IRS that he earned 
advising pro-Russia politicians in 
Ukraine. He also faces charges in 
Washington and has been jailed 
pending trial. 

Manafort’s attorneys had asked 
the judge to hold a hearing on 
press leaks, saying they could 
have prejudiced a jury against 
him. But Ellis said he wasn’t in¬ 
clined to do so. 

Still, contacts with the media 


came up in an unrelated matter 
earlier Friday when FBI special 
agent Jeff Pfeiffer testified that 
Justice Department officials met 
with reporters for The Associated 
Press in April 2017. 

At that meeting, Pfeiffer said, 
one reporter discussed a storage 
unit kept by Manafort, which later 
was raided by federal agents. 

In a statement, AP spokeswom¬ 
an Lauren Easton said AP jour- 
nahsts “met with representatives 
from the Department of Justice 
in an effort to get information on 
stories they were reporting, as re¬ 
porters do. During the course of 
the meeting, they asked DOJ rep¬ 
resentatives about a storage locker 
belonging to Paul Manafort, with¬ 
out sharing its name or location.” 

The meeting came about a 
month before the appointment of 
special counsel Robert Mueller, 
who is investigating ties between 
Trump’s campaign and Rus¬ 
sia during the 2016 election and 
possible obstruction of justice by 
Trump. 

That investigation has led to 
the prosecution of Manafort on 
several financial charges, as well 
as allegations that he acted as an 
unregistered foreign agent on be¬ 
half of Ukrainian interests. 
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Zero tolerance 
sowed confusion 
from the start 


By Colleen Long and 

Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The govern¬ 
ment’s top health official could 
barely conceal his discomfort. 

As Health and Human Services 
secretary, Alex Azar was respon¬ 
sible for caring for migrant chil¬ 
dren taken from their parents at 
the border. Now a Democratic 
senator was asking him at a hear¬ 
ing whether his agency had a role 
in designing the Trump adminis¬ 
tration’s “zero tolerance” pohcy 
that caused the separations. 

The answer was no. 

“We deal with the children once 
they’re given to us,” responded 
Azar. “So we don’t — we are not 
the experts on immigration.” 

Separating families while side¬ 
lining the agency responsible for 
caring for the children was only 
one example of a communication 
breakdown in the federal govern¬ 
ment that left immigrant children 
in hmbo, parents in the dark about 
their whereabouts and Americans 
enraged across the country. 

Today, the Trump adminis¬ 
tration is still dealing with the 
fallout. It’s still not clear how of¬ 
ficials will implement the policy 
or comply with a court order re¬ 
quiring that families be reunited 
within 30 days. 

Instead, the administration is 
hoping Congress will fix the mess 
despite its recent failure to pass 
immigration legislation. 

“We are happy to change the 
policy when Congress gives us the 
tools to do it. That’s what we’re ask¬ 
ing for,” Marc Short, White House 
director of legislative affairs, said 
on MSNBC. 

The idea of separating families 
goes back to the first two months 
of the Trump presidency. John 
Kelly, then the Homeland Securi¬ 
ty secretary, said it could be used 
as a deterrent. But the notion was 
quickly dropped, even as President 
Donald Trump pushed a hard line 
on immigration, a crucial issue for 
his political base. 

But behind the scenes, senior 
policy adviser Stephen Miller and 
others hadn’t given up on the con¬ 


cept. It suddenly reappeared this 
past spring after a persistent spike 
in illegal crossings. It took the 
form of the zero tolerance policy 
announced by Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions that requires crimi¬ 
nally prosecuting anyone coming 
to the U.S. illegally. Sessions and 
others argued families would have 
to be separated because children 
can’t go to jail with their parents. 

How or whether famihes would 
be reunited wasn’t much of a con¬ 
cern to the policymakers, accord¬ 
ing to administration officials 
and others with knowledge of the 
discussions who spoke to The As¬ 
sociated Press on condition of ano¬ 
nymity. That lack of planning was 
evident in an interview Kelly, now 
White House chief of staff, did 
with NPR in May. 

“The children will be taken 
care of — put into foster care 
or whatever — but the big point 
is they (the parents) elected 
to come illegally to the United 
States,” he said. 

The policy sowed confusion and 
anger not only in the border region 
but in Washington. 

There was a lack of coordination 
among some of the government 
agencies involved in the process, 
the officials said. And there were 
multiple agencies involved. Cus¬ 
toms and Border Protection, part 
of Homeland Security, detains 
immigrants. Health and Human 
Services is responsible for car¬ 
ing for children. Adults are re¬ 
ferred to the Justice Department 
for prosecution. After those cases 
are resolved — generally a quick 
process — the adult immigrants 
are detained by Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, another 
DHS agency. 

Children were being sent hun¬ 
dreds of miles away from their 
parents, and parents were unable 
to access hotlines to help them 
find their children. Some were 
deported without their kids. There 
was no system set up beforehand 
to link families and no plan on 
how to bring them back together, 
the officials said. More than 2,000 
children were being separated 
from about 2,000 parents. 


Police: Man arrested in 
Idaho stabbing rampage 

Nine people, including some 
refugees, were injured after a 
man went on a stabbing rampage 
at an Idaho apartment complex, 
according to Boise, Idaho, police. 

Police responded to a call short¬ 
ly before 9 p.m. Saturday about a 
knife-wielding man at an apart¬ 
ment complex. Within five min¬ 
utes, officers arrived and took a 
suspect into custody, police said. 


Once there, police found nine 
victims — inside and outside 
the apartments. All were taken 
to a hospital, police said, and at 
least four had life-threatening 
injuries. 

Among the victims were mem¬ 
bers of Boise’s refugee commu¬ 
nity, police said. 

Police identified the suspect 
only as a 30-year-old man who 
was being questioned by detec¬ 
tives to ascertain a motive. 

From wire reports 



Paul Davenport/AP 

The 19 firefighters known as the Granite Mountain Hotshots died on June, 30, 2013, while fighting one 
of the deadliest wildfires in the state. They are memorialized at the Granite Mountain Hotshots Memorial 
State Park, in Yarnell, Ariz. 


Ariz. honors 19 firefighters killed in ’13 


Associated Press 

PRESCOTT, Ariz. — Nineteen 
firefighters who died five years 
ago when they were overrun by 
a wildfire in a brush-choked can¬ 
yon in Arizona were honored Sat¬ 
urday at a memorial service. 

The event in Prescott featured 
bell tolls and the reading of the 
names of the Granite Mountain 
Hotshots who died June 30, 2013, 
in Yarnell, northwest of Phoenix. 

The service in the city of 
Prescott also included a moment 
of silence at the time of their 
deaths. 

The loss of nearly the entire 
crew reverberated across the 
country, becoming the deadli¬ 
est day for firefighters since the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 
The Granite Mountain Hotshots 
were the only such elite firefight¬ 
ing crew tied to a municipal fire 
department. 

Over the years, signs of the men 
have sprung up around the com¬ 
munities they fought to protect. 

A life-size bronze statue of a 
wildland firefighter stands at the 
trailhead of a state park created 
for them. A plaque near an alliga¬ 
tor juniper tells the story of how 
the crew saved the giant tree. 

A new learning and tribute cen¬ 


ter in Prescott features thousands 
of items that people left outside 
the crew’s fire station after they 
died, including T-shirts from 
other U.S. fire departments. 

Next year, a sculpture of a wild¬ 
land firefighter with the backdrop 
of Granite Mountain will be added 
to the city’s courthouse plaza. 

“While there is no man-made 
memorial that could fully cap¬ 
ture the true essence and spirit of 
our Granite Mountain Hotshots, 
I am confident that this memo¬ 
rial will do justice to their legacy 
and bring healing and hope to the 
families and our community,” 
Prescott Mayor Greg Mengarelli 
recently told The Daily Courier 
newspaper. 

Some of the men’s families 
started organizations to honor 
their loved ones. 

“If anything beautiful has come 
out of this tragedy, it is that peo¬ 
ple are being educated about the 
wildland community — not only 
the hotshots but smokejumpers, 
pounders, incident commanders, 
engine jumpers — the work they 
do and the danger they face,” 
Deborah Pfingston, one of the 
firefighters’ mothers, recently 
told The Arizona Republic. 

A movie released last year, 
“Only the Brave,” chronicled the 


wildfire and the men’s final mo¬ 
ments. Investigators never deter¬ 
mined exactly what happened. 

One investigation found fire of¬ 
ficials communicated poorly but 
followed proper procedure. A sec¬ 
ond blamed state officials for put¬ 
ting property protection ahead of 
safety and said crews should have 
been pulled out earlier. 

The Granite Mountain Hot¬ 
shots were on a ridge that already 
had burned before they moved 
into a canyon where winds shifted 
flames in their direction in Yar¬ 
nell, about 90 miles northwest of 
Phoenix. They deployed fire shel¬ 
ters in a last-ditch effort to save 
themselves. 

Crosses now mark the spots 
where fire officials found their 
bodies. Memorial plaques and in¬ 
terpretive signs at the state park 
mark the trail leading to the site, 
surrounded by rock walls and 
chain link. 

Only one of the crewmembers 
survived—Brendan McDonough, 
who was serving as the lookout in 
a different location. 

Prescott decided against re¬ 
building the crew and later sold 
the fire station where it was 
based. 

The wildfire burned nearly 130 
homes. 


Plea deal reached in Calif, warehouse fire 


By Paul Elias 
Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif — Lawyers 
said Friday that a tentative plea 
deal has been reached for two 
defendants in connection with a 
Northern California warehouse 
fire that killed three dozen party- 
goers at an unlicensed concert in 
2016. 

Attorneys for Derick Almena 
and Max Harris expect the two 
men to formally agree to plea 
deals on Tuesday. 

Tyler Smith and Curtis Briggs, 
lawyers representing Harris, 
said the agreement was reached 
after more than two hours of ne¬ 
gotiations but it still needs to be 
finalized. 

The judge asked lawyers to re¬ 
frain from discussing details until 


the defendants appear in court. 

Alameda County prosecu¬ 
tor Teresa Drenick declined to 
comment. 

Earlier in the day, Almena’s at¬ 
torney, Tony 
Serra, said 
his client 
agreed to 
plead guilty 
in exchange 
for an eight- 
year prison 
term. How¬ 
ever, the de¬ 
tails of that 
deal could 
havechanged 
during the lengthy negotiations. 

Serra also said Harris was ar¬ 
guing for a lesser sentence than 
Almena, who rented the ware- 



Almena 


house and is accused of illegally 
converting it into a residence and 
entertainment venue. 

Harris helped Almena manage 
the warehouse, collecting rent and 
scheduling concerts. 

Serra said a plea deal will 
spare the victims’ families from 
testifying at a trial where photos 
of burned bodies and other emo¬ 
tionally fraught evidence would 
be shown. 

Prosecutors say Almena turned 
the cluttered building into a 
“death trap” with few exits, rick¬ 
ety stairs and dark and dangerous 
passageways. 

Almena, his wife and three chil¬ 
dren lived in the warehouse but 
were staying in an Oakland hotel 
the night of the fire, which broke 
out during an electronic music 
performance in 2016. 
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Photos by Sakchai Lalit/AP 


Rescuers on Sunday make their way down the entrance to a cave complex where 12 boys and their 
soccer coach went missing more than a week ago in Mae Sai, Chiang Rai province, northern Thailand. 



Australian Federal Police and Defense Force personnel talk near the 
cave. 


Progress 
made in 
search 
for boys 

By Tassanee Vejpongsa 
Associated Press 

MAE SAI, Thailand — Rescue 
divers cleared a key hurdle Sun¬ 
day in the increasingly desperate 
search for 12 boys and their soc¬ 
cer coach who went missing in a 
cave in northern Thailand more 
than a week ago, officials said. 

A team led by Thai navy divers 
pushed through the murk of a half- 
mile-long chamber to a passage¬ 
way that could lead to where the 
missing may have taken shelter, 
said the divers’ commander. Rear 
Adm. Arpakorn Yookongkaew. 

But Arpakorn said even though 
the divers made some progress, 
they’re not yet where they want to 
be. 

“It’s still tough, as the water 
stream is quite strong,” he said. 

The missing boys, ages 11 to 16, 
and their coach, 25, entered the 
sprawling Tham Luang Nang Non 
cave in Chiang Rai province after 
soccer practice on June 23. They 
were apparently trapped inside by 
flooding caused by heavy rain and 
have not been heard from since. 

The divers have been stymied 
again and again by muddy water 
rising to the ceiling of the cham¬ 
ber, forcing them to withdraw 
for safety reasons. When water 
levels dropped, the divers went 
forward with a more methodical 
approach, deploying a rope line 
and extra oxygen supplies along 
the way. The teams that swam 
Sunday included the Thai divers, 
Australian divers and rescuers 
from the Thai city of Ayutthaya. 

The effort had rebounded 


from earlier Sunday, when it ap¬ 
peared divers were making little 
progress. 

“Today we made good progress, 
and it was a positive improve¬ 
ment. Very positive,” Chiang Rai 
Gov. Narongsak Osatanakom told 
reporters. 

The divers’ 
goal is to get to 
an area of the 
cave known as 
Pattaya Beach. 
That section of 
the cave has a 
higher eleva¬ 
tion, and au¬ 
thorities hope 
it remained 
dry and the 13 
missing took 
shelter there. 

The search 
has been going 
slowly, largely 
because flooding has blocked res¬ 
cuers from going through cham¬ 
bers to get deeper into the cave. 
Pumping water out of the cave 
hasn’t solved the problem, so 
some teams have been looking to 
divert groundwater. 

Other efforts have focused on 
finding shafts on the mountainside 
that might serve as a back door to 


the blocked-off areas where the 
missing may be sheltering. 

Teams have been combing the 
mountainside looking for fissures 
that might lead to such shafts. 
Several have been found, and ex¬ 
plorers have been able to descend 
into some, but so far it is not clear 
if they lead anywhere useful. 

“We surveyed all areas, and 
there were reported to be about 
20. And out of that, there are 
about 10 with the possibility of 


having shafts,” Narongsak said. 
“But at the moment, we have 
narrowed it down to two. Today, 
we are working inside those two 
shafts.” 

Experts in cave rescues from 
around the world continued to 
gather at the site. An official Aus¬ 
tralian group has now followed a 
U.S. military team, British cave 
experts, Chinese lifesaving re¬ 
sponders and volunteer groups 
from other countries. 


It’S Still 
tough, as 
the water 
stream 
is quite 
strong. ^ 

Rear Adm. 
Arpakorn 
Yookongkaew 

Thai navy divers 
commander 


French convict escapes prison using helicopter 


By Sylvie Corbet 

Associated Press 

PARIS — A notorious French 
criminal serving 25 years for 
murder used a helicopter Sunday 
to escape from a prison south of 
Paris, igniting a huge manhunt 
around the French capital. It was 
the second time he had escaped 
from a French prison — the last 
time, he blasted his way out with 
hidden explosives. 

France’s Justice Ministry said 
Redoine Faid’s escape took only 
“a few minutes,” and no one was 
injured or taken hostage at Reau 
Prison. It said “an armed com¬ 
mando landed in a helicopter in 
the courtyard as the prisoner 
was in the visiting room” of the 
facihty. 

A union representative at Reau 
Prison, Martial Delabroye, told 
BFM television that “two men 


dressed in black, wearing balacla¬ 
vas and pohce armbands” entered 
the prison to look for Paid. They 
used a grinding machine to open 
the door that directly leads to the 
visiting room, he said. 

The helicopter was found later 
Sunday burned in the town of 
Garges-les-Gonesse, in the north¬ 
ern suburbs of Paris. Paid is be¬ 
lieved to have left by car along 
with his accomplices. 

French prosecutors have opened 
an investigation, but it’s not the 
first time that Paid, 46, has gone 
on the lam. In 2013, he blasted his 
way out of prison with explosives 
concealed in tissue packs. He was 
arrested at a hotel six weeks later. 

Paid was sentenced to 25 years 
in the 2010 death of a young po¬ 
licewoman killed during a botched 
robbery. 

In the 1990s, Paid led a criminal 


gang involved in the armed rob¬ 
bery of banks and armored vans 
transporting money. He was ar¬ 
rested in 1998 after three years on 
the run in Switzerland and Israel, 
according to the French media. 

Paid was freed in 2009 after 
serving 10 years in prison. At the 
time, he swore that he had turned 
his life around, writing a confes¬ 
sional book about his life of crime 
and going on an extensive media 
tour in 2010. 

Still, he was the suspected mas¬ 
termind of an attempted armed 
robbery in 2010 that led to a high¬ 
speed chase and a shootout with 
pohce in which policewoman Au- 
relie Fouquet, 26, was killed. He 
was arrested in 2011. 

Paid was convicted for the mur¬ 
der of the policewoman along with 
two accomplices, all considered 
involved in the deadly shooting. 



IBO, Sipa/AP 


Notorious French criminal 
Redoine Faid escaped prison 
Sunday via a helicopter that 
landed in the Reau Prison 
courtyard. 


Cease-fire in 
South Sudan 
violated hours 
after it began 

By Sam Mednick 
Associated Press 

DUBLIN — South Sudan gov¬ 
ernment troops violated the 
country’s latest cease-fire just 
hours after it began at midnight, 
the armed opposition claimed 
Saturday, while a government 
spokesman accused the rebels of 
attacking instead. 

The competing claims indicated 
a shaky start to the latest attempt 
at ending a devastating five-year 
civil war that has killed tens of 
thousands and created Africa’s 
largest refugee crisis since the 
1994 Rwandan genocide. Millions 
are near famine, and aid deliv¬ 
ery is often blocked in one of the 
world’s most dangerous countries 
for humanitarian workers. 

President Salva Kiir and rival 
Riek Machar, Kiir’s former depu¬ 
ty, had agreed on the “permanent” 
cease-fire last week in neighbor¬ 
ing Sudan after their first face- 
to-face talks in nearly two years. 
They then ordered their support¬ 
ers to observe it. 

Opposition spokesman Lam 
Paul Gabriel said government 
forces and Sudanese rebel militias 
launched a “heavy joint attack” in 
Mboro, Wau County, in the north¬ 
west, about 7 a.m. Saturday, arriv¬ 
ing in armored personnel carriers, 
trucks and Land Cruisers. 

“The fight is still ongoing as I 
write,” Gabriel said, calhng on the 
U.N. peacekeeping mission and 
cease-fire monitors to investigate. 
The opposition reserved the right 
to self-defense, he added. 

South Sudan government 
spokesman Ateny Wek Ateny told 
The Associated Press that the op¬ 
position attacked instead. “They 
have a loose leadership; they’re 
not being controlled by anyone,” 
Ateny said. “The people of South 
Sudan should be given a chance to 
lead a peaceful life, and the army 
is observing the order of the presi¬ 
dent. It’s very sad.” 


Police find 11 bodies at 
home in India’s capital 

NEW DELHI—Pohce in India’s 
capital said they found 11 bodies at 
a home under mysterious circum¬ 
stances Sunday, including 10 who 
were blindfolded and hanging. 

The victims were all from the 
same family, and most had lived in 
the home where they were found 
in Burari village, in the northern 
part of New Delhi, said police Of¬ 
ficer Vineet Kumar. 

During a search of the house, 
handwritten notes were found that 
point “toward observance of some 
definite spiritual or mystical prac¬ 
tices by the whole family,” police 
said in a statement. 

Kumar said no suicide note was 
found and that police were investi¬ 
gating whether the victims — a 77- 
year-old woman, her two sons and 
their wives, a daughter and five 
grandchildren — died by suicide 
or were killed. 

From the Associated Press 
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By Charles Lane 

The Washington Post 

A S you would expect from docu¬ 
ments meant to codify lofty ide¬ 
als, constitutions around the 
world make repeated reference 
to “dignity.” 

Article 1 of the German Basic Law de¬ 
crees: “Human dignity shall be inviolable. 
To respect and protect it shall be the duty 
of all state authority.” The Polish Constitu¬ 
tion guarantees “the inherent and inalien¬ 
able dignity of the person” under Article 
30. South Africa: “Everyone has inherent 
dignity and the right to have their dignity 
respected and protected.” 

The U.S. Constitution, by contrast, has 
7,591 words including its 27 amendments, 
none of which is “dignity.” 

Supreme Court Justice Anthony M. Ken¬ 
nedy penciled it in. Not literally; the 230- 
year-old charter can be amended only as 
provided for in Article V. Supreme Court 
constitutional rulings often have the same 
effect, however, and Kennedy’s most im¬ 
portant ones redefined rights in terms of 
protecting the “dignity” of some person or 
group. This was the unifying theme of his 
jurisprudence, and it determined his im¬ 
pact on the court. 

Why is the death penalty unconstitu¬ 
tional for those under 18? “By protecting 
even those convicted of heinous crimes, 
the Eighth Amendment reaffirms the duty 
of the government to respect the dignity of 
all persons,” Kennedy wrote in Roper v. 
Simmons 13 years ago. 

Why did he disappoint conservatives by 
not overturning Roe v. Wade in a key 1992 
case? Abortion involved “choices central to 
personal dignity and autonomy.” 

Why did bans on same-sex marriage 
have to fall? “There is dignity in the bond 
between two men or two women who seek to 
marry and in their autonomy to make such 
profound choices,” he wrote in Obergefell 
V. Hodges (2015). 


By Patrick Wright 

Special to The Washington Post 

B y the account of unions and their 
supporters, the Supreme Court 
struck a massive blow to public- 
sector unions Wednesday that 
will hobble them politically. Fortunately 
for them, the evidence is to the contrary. 

By siding in favor of the plaintiffs in 
Janus V. AFSCME, the Supreme Court has 
overturned state laws that allow unions and 
the government to compel employees to fi¬ 
nancially support a union. The ruling, union 
advocates argue, will siphon off financial 
support and membership for unions. 

But many states already have right-to- 
work statutes in place that have the practi¬ 
cal effect of Janus. And by no means are 
unions in those states extinct. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics reports 
that in 2017, there were 972,000 union¬ 
ized federal workers, and all of them were 
right-to-work before the Janus ruling. Div¬ 
ing deeper into the BLS data indicates that 
there are 1.2 million more state and local 
employees who are union members in 
right-to-work states. Together, that means 
almost 2.2 million employees already had 
right-to-work through state or federal stat¬ 
utes, and the effect of Janus on these work¬ 
ers will be negligible. 

Overall, that’s a relatively small chunk 
of total unionized public-sector workers, of 
which there were 7.2 million in 2017. The 
remaining 5 million unionized workers 
are in 22 states, with 11 states accounting 


This drove his colleague, the late Justice 
Antonin Scalia, crazy. Scalia thought the 
justices should parse the text of the Con¬ 
stitution as originally intended, not ponder 
self-esteem. He rained scorn on Kennedy 
but, alas for Scalia, mostly in dissenting 
opinions. 

Kennedy was more in tune with the 
times: the perfect justice for a prosperous 
and settled nation whose citizens increas¬ 
ingly expected government to provide not 
just “the general welfare,” as the Consti¬ 
tution’s preamble promised, but their per¬ 
sonal fulfillment. The 
country had ascended 

— “matured,” as 
Kennedy often put it 

— from its rough and 
rugged origins. 

He grasped that, 
in modern America, 
an old concept from 
defamation and inva¬ 
sion of privacy law 

— “dignitary harm” 

— could be imported 
into constitutional 

law, and that much or most of the public 
would approve. 

He did so in the spirit of his family’s 
friend from Sacramento, Chief Justice Earl 
Warren, who struck down “separate but 
equal” public schools just as Kennedy was 
about to graduate C.K. McClatchy High 
School in 1954; for black students, Warren 
wrote, it “generates a feeling of inferiority 
as to their status in the community that 
may affect their hearts and minds in a way 
unlikely ever to be undone.” 

Scalia had a point, however. “Dignity” 
is a “you-know-it-when-you-see-it” intan¬ 
gible, not a measurable standard. Liberals 
cheered Kennedy’s invocation of dignity 
on gay rights or the death penalty; they la¬ 
mented his 1999 ruling that state employ¬ 
ees could not sue Maine in a state court for 
violating federal labor standards because 
the Constitution protected states against 
such an “indignity.” 


for 4.5 million of them. (California alone 
has about 1.3 million, and New York has 
900,000.) Assuming these approximately 5 
million workers pay $600 a person in dues 
or fees, together they represent about $3 
billion annually in union revenue. 

These workers will now have new options 
as to whether they will financially support 
a union, and many might leave. Consider 
Michigan, which became a right-to-work 
state in 2012. Through 2017, its largest pub¬ 
lic-sector union, the Michigan Education 
Association, has lost about 30,000 mem¬ 
bers, about a 25 percent decrease from its 
2012 membership number. Over that same 
period, its annual dues revenue has slipped 
$14 million, or 22 percent. 

In preparation for Janus, the American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees conducted 600,000 interviews 
with its members. It found that if employ¬ 
ees could no longer be forced to support the 
union, 35 percent would pay dues anyway, 
15 percent would not and the remaining 50 
percent would be on the fence. So in light 
of Wednesday’s decision, we can certainly 
expect a good portion of employees seri¬ 
ously contemplating leaving unions. 

Even still, the fact that public-sector 
unions in right-to-work environments 
have more than 2 million members should 
be comforting for union advocates. To be 
sure, those unions transitioning from man¬ 
datory financial support to right-to-work 
will likely have to modify their behavior 
and strategies. But this by no means makes 


The Kennedyesque phrase “the equal 
dignity owed to each voter” showed up in 
the court’s unsigned 2000 opinion ratio¬ 
nalizing a halt to the Florida recount and 
effectively awarding George W. Bush the 
presidency. 

Kennedy voted to exempt the closely held 
Hobby Lobby corporation from a contra¬ 
ceptive insurance mandate under Obam- 
acare because its owners’ right to the free 
exercise of their Christian religion was “es¬ 
sential in preserving their own dignity.” 

Anyone who observed Kennedy at oral 
argument or heard him lecture knew that 
this concern with dignity flowed from 
somewhere deep inside. He was decorous 
and high-minded almost to a fault; he even 
used the pompous old phrase “your excel¬ 
lency” to refer to a state governor. 

Yet he was in earnest; you had to admire 
how doggedly he tried to constitutionalize 
respect, despite Scalia’s taunts and the in¬ 
herent difficulties of the task. 

In his final term, he came up against 
a case that illustrated just how difficult. 
Confronted with a cake decorator whose 
sincere religious beliefs precluded serving 
a gay wedding, Kennedy found himself un¬ 
able, quite, to settle the impasse. 

At issue were claims of dignity rights 
that Kennedy had strongly endorsed in 
separate contexts, but which were mutual¬ 
ly exclusive when pitted against each other 
in the same case. His past rulings offered 
no good criteria by which to break the tie. 

He wrote an opinion backing the cake 
decorator, essentially because the bureau¬ 
cracy had not ordered him to serve the gay 
couple sufficiently respectfully. He left 
open what should happen when, inevitably, 
the court confronts a different iteration of 
the same issue. 

That is, he spent 30 years on the court 
asking government to treat citizens with 
dignity, and citizens to respect one an¬ 
other, yet even he could not quite identify a 
certain template for doing so — just when 
we really need one. And then he retired. 


them powerless. 

Recall that unions in right-to-work en¬ 
vironments have recently led successful 
labor demonstrations, such as the statewide 
teacher strikes this year in West Virginia, 
Oklahoma and Arizona. They lacked man¬ 
datory financial support yet were able to 
coordinate negotiations with government 
officials. State employee unions in Arkan¬ 
sas and North Carohna also lack mandatory 
bargaining, let alone mandatory financial 
support, yet in both states, more than 40 
percent of state employees permit unions to 
take out dues from their paychecks. 

In response to Janus, unions and their 
legislative allies are already taking steps to 
blunt the impact of the ruling. Tactics have 
included legislation limiting the dates dur¬ 
ing which employees could resign, requir¬ 
ing new employees to attend a union sales 
pitch and preventing third parties from ob¬ 
taining government employee information, 
thereby making it more difficult for those 
parties to inform the workers of their new 
Janus rights. The legality of these road¬ 
blocks will undoubtedly be litigated, but 
unions hope they will slow the outflow of 
members and financial support. 

But in the end, if unions seek to thrive, 
they need to demonstrate to their member¬ 
ship their value. As recent demonstrations 
show, when the unions can demonstrate 
leadership and value, they will receive 
support. For government workers, this 
new constitutional protection is not a bad 
thing. 


Unions misread impact of high conrt ruling 



Kennedy 
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OPINION_ 

Will Trump confront Putin? We fear not 


The president long has been reluctant to acknowledge 
the fact that Russia interfered in the 2016 election 
to help him because he sees it as undermining the 
legitimacy of his victory. And he’s still in denial. 


Los Angeles Times editorial 

E ven during the Cold War, it made 
sense for U.S. presidents to meet 
with leaders of what was then the 
Soviet Union. Personal contact 
between the president of the United States 
and the president of the Russian Federation 
can likewise be productive; Russia and the 
United States need to deal with each other 
on issues such as Syria, North Korea, nu¬ 
clear arms control and Ukraine. So why 
are we apprehensive about the planned 
meeting of presidents Donald Trump and 
Vladimir Putin in Helsinki on July 16? 

One reason is that this is a president who 
hkes to improvise in international (and 
other) encounters. But our greater concern 
is that Trump might not be willing to con¬ 
front Putin over Russia’s attempts to under¬ 
mine the NATO alliance, or its efforts, past 
and present, to interfere in the American 
election process. 

Trump will meet Putin after attending 
the NATO summit in Brussels, at which he 
is likely to hear that America’s allies are 
anxious about his courtship of Putin. 

As part of Putin’s effort to re-estabhsh 
his country as a world power, Russia has 
built up its armed forces, annexed Crimea 
and engaged in massive military exercises 
that have alarmed NATO member states 


in the Baltic states and Eastern Europe. 
Yet Trump often has seemed insufficiently 
critical of Russia’s assertive policies — and 
grudging in his support for the NATO 
alhance. 

Last month, as he was traveling to Quebec 
for the G-7 meeting of countries with ad¬ 
vanced economies. Trump asked, “Why are 
we having a meeting without Russia being 
in the meeting?” The answer, of course, is 
that Russia was expelled from what was 
then the G-8 after it took Crimea from 
Ukraine and annexed it. (Trump suggested 
that President Barack Obama was actually 
to blame for the 2014 Russian annexation.) 

Trump has continued to berate European 
members of the alliance, including Ger¬ 
many, for not spending enough on defense, 
a faihng he hnks to what he sees as unfair 
trade practices by the European Union. 
Last month, he tweeted: “We protect Eu¬ 
rope (which is good) at great financial loss, 
and then get unfairly clobbered on Trade. 
Change is coming!” 


That’s exactly what some of America’s 
allies are afraid of NATO Secretary-Gen¬ 
eral Jens Stoltenberg said Thursday that he 
was “absolutely confident and certain that 
President Trump is committed to NATO.” 
But Stoltenberg’s predecessor, Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen, who is perhaps less constrained 
by diplomatic tact, told Time magazine last 
month that Trump’s recent actions have 
“left the friends and alhes of the United 
States wondering, who is the leader of the 
democratic world?” 

While Europeans are primarily con¬ 
cerned about whether Trump would con¬ 
front Putin about Russia’s military pohcies, 
many Americans place priority on Trump 
warning Putin to stop Russian meddling 
in Americans elections — activity that U.S. 
intelligence officials have told Congress is 
still a threat. But that seems a fond hope. 

John Bolton, Trump’s national security 
adviser, said Trump likely would raise the 
election-meddhng issue with Putin. But it’s 
hard to believe the president will be very 


insistent. Trump long has been reluctant to 
acknowledge the fact that Russia interfered 
in the 2016 election to help him because he 
sees it as undermining the legitimacy of his 
victory. And he’s still in denial. 

On Thursday, in a Twitter post that went 
on (of course) to attack former FBI Direc¬ 
tor James B. Comey and Hillary Clinton, 
Trump reiterated credulously: “Russia 
continues to say they had nothing to do with 
Meddling in our Election!” 

Some might argue that Trump’s com¬ 
ments about NATO, which arguably reflect 
his “America First” approach to foreign 
affairs, as well as his see-no-evil attitude 
toward Russia’s election meddling, don’t 
matter — because the rest of the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment pursues a pohcy toward Russia 
that is rooted in reahty. There is some truth 
to that argument. For example. Secretary of 
Defense James Mattis recently warned in a 
speech that “Putin seeks to shatter NATO.” 
And the Pentagon has matched words with 
actions. 

Yet Americans can derive only so much 
consolation from the fact that others in the 
Trump administration see Russia and Putin 
with clear eyes. Under our Constitution, it’s 
the president who ultimately drives foreign 
policy. What Trump says — and doesn’t say 
— to Putin still matters. 


A look at 4 notable developments concerning veterans 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

T here were four notable news de¬ 
velopments for military veterans 
in Washington last week, poten¬ 
tially affecting: 

How the Department of Veteran Affairs 
will be led over the next few years; how the 
House will deepen its oversight role as VA 
fields a new electronic health record sys¬ 
tem; whether 90,000 “Blue Water” Navy 
and Marine Corps veterans of the Vietnam 
War gain eligibility for Agent Orange-re¬ 
lated VA benefits; and whether millions 
more disabled veterans gain access to on- 
base stores. 

Here’s a rundown: 

■ VA secretary nominee. Robert L. 
Wilkie sailed through his confirmation 
hearing on Wednesday to be the next secre¬ 
tary, vowing to oppose privatization of the 
VA health care system but to implement 
provisions of the new VA Mission Act to 
consolidate and streamline VA community 
care so veterans’ access to outside care, as 
needed, is prompt and private-sector doc¬ 
tors and hospital get paid on time. 

The Senate Veterans Affairs Committee 
lauded Wilkie’s depth of professional ex¬ 
perience in leadership posts at the defense 
and state departments for Republican 
administrations, as well as his personal 
knowledge of veteran issues from service 
in the Army and Air Force and from his 
father, a career Army artillery officer who 
suffered severe disabling combat wounds 
in Vietnam. 

Sen. Jon Tester, ranking Democrat from 
Montana, warned Wilkie that his predeces¬ 
sor, David Shulkin, complained that plans 
to reform VA care were undermined last 
year by political appointees at the VA and 
the White House who want to close more 
VA facilities and shift more health services 
to the private sector. Shulkin aligned with 
veteran service organizations to oppose 
those moves. 

At the VA, Tester warned Wilkie, “sound 
policies and ideas are being increasingly 


Military Update 

marginalized at the expense of politics. We 
are seeing VA reform after reform imple¬ 
mented in a manner inconsistent with con¬ 
gressional intent. We are seeing political 
interest groups given a seat at the table in¬ 
stead of veteran service organizations.” 

Even the VA’s press office, he cau¬ 
tioned, has begun to attack news outlets for 
“fake news,” echoing a favorite line of the 
president. 

“Sooner or later, you’re going to come 
to a crossroad with these” appointees bent 
on privatization. Tester told the nominee. 
“My only advice to you is to take your 
cues from the veterans, the folks who 
are sitting in this audience, and do what 
you think is right even if political forces 
threaten your job.” 

Wilkie said his priorities will be to 
“improve the culture” by emphasizing 
“world-class customer service” to veter¬ 
ans; improve access to care; transform VA 
information technology; reduce backlogs 
in compensation claims and payments, 
and transform business operations. The 
last priority includes standardizing poli¬ 
cies and practices across all 21 Veterans 
Integrated Services Networks run by the 
Veterans Health Administration. 

“Will you vigorously oppose, whether 
it is the Koch brothers and their various 
organizations (including Concerned Vet¬ 
erans for America) or the president of the 
United States, the effort to privatize the 
VA?” asked Sen. Bemie Sanders, I-Vt. 

“My commitment to you is that I will op¬ 
pose efforts to privatize VA,” Wilkie said. 

■ Electronic health records. Rep. Phil 
Roe, R-Tenn., chairman of the House Vet¬ 
erans Affairs Committee, announced that 
he and Rep. Tim Walz, ranking Democrat 
from Minnesota, have decided to create a 
new five-member subcommittee to oversee 
the department’s $15.8 billion investment 
over the next decade to modernize the VA’s 
electronic health record system. 


The VA decided last year to buy the same 
commercial electronic record system, de¬ 
veloped by Cerner Corp., that the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense is adapting to replace its 
own legacy health record systems. Roe 
said the new subcommittee on technology 
modernization will “focus intensively” on 
details of the “big bet” the VA has taken 
to replace its aging VISTA system, which 
costs $1 billion annually just to maintain. 

“And we simply must make sure [the 
bet] succeeds,” Roe said. 

The VA expects to spend $5.8 billion 
over the next decade on staff and other re¬ 
sources to prepare for the new electronic 
health record system, and to pay another 
$10 billion to Cerner for its software, train¬ 
ing and system customizations. 

Roe called the nearly $16 billion total 
cost “a staggering number” and blamed 
it in part on a “culture” inside the VA of 
modifying VISTA year after year “to fit 
any process.... There is much to be said for 
local authority in health care, but it seems 
to have gotten out of control and made the 
(VA information technology) landscape 
ungovernable.” 

■ Blue Water Navy. The House unani¬ 
mously passed the Blue Water Navy Viet¬ 
nam Veterans Act and forwarded the bill to 
the Senate, where it also is expected to be 
voted on favorably later this year. 

Veterans who served aboard ships that 
patrolled within 12 nautical miles of Viet¬ 
nam or Cambodia from Jan. 9,1962, to May 
7,1975, would be eligible for VA health care 
and disability compensation if they suffer 
from ailments that the VA presumes were 
caused by exposure to defoliants used dur¬ 
ing the war. 

Compensation to veterans, or survivors, 
would be paid retroactively if claims were 
filed for one or more of the presumptive 
conditions on or after Sept. 25, 1985, and 
before Jan. 1,2019, and if the claim was de¬ 
nied because it had failed to establish the 
disease was incurred or aggravated by the 
veteran’s service. 

The House modified the original bill to 
extend the presumption of herbicide expo¬ 


sure to veterans who served on or near the 
Korean DMZ from Sept. 1,1967, to Aug. 31, 
1971. 

Also, it would extend health care, voca¬ 
tional training/rehabilitation and an allow¬ 
ance to children born with spina bifida if at 
least one of the parents served in Thailand 
between Jan. 9,1962, and May 7,1975, and 
the VA determined that at least one parent 
had been exposed to wartime herbicides. 

As reported here last week, the bill would 
cover the cost of expanding Agent Orange- 
related compensation to Blue Water veter¬ 
ans by raising fees under the VA home loan 
guaranty program. A group of veteran 
Realtors intend to urge senators to modify 
the House-passed bill so the home loan fee 
increases don’t hit any disabled veteran 
using VA benefits to buy a home, including 
those buying more expensive homes using 
a new jumbo loan feature offered under the 
bill. 

■ Base shopping for disabled vets. A 
senior defense official confirmed last 
week in a Washington meeting of brokers 
and manufacturers servicing the military 
resale system that the department condi¬ 
tionally supports language in the House 
defense authorization bill to allow 4.3 
million veterans with service-related dis¬ 
abilities to shop in military exchanges and 
commissaries. 

Sales have plummeted at base grocery 
stores due to stiffer competition from com¬ 
mercial discounters and other challenges. 
Opening base stores — and other morale, 
welfare and recreational services — to all 
disabled veterans and Purple Heart recipi¬ 
ents is seen as a way to boost store prof¬ 
its, cut taxpayer support of commissaries, 
preserve discounted shopping on base and 
recognize veterans. 

Next week’s column will take a closer 
look at that controversial initiative. 

Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate® 
aol.com; Twitter: (I)Military_Update. 
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Report: Merkel, EU nations agree on immigrants 



Olmo Calvo/AP 


Immigrants aboard a rubber dinghy off the Libyan coast receive aid from rescuers aboard a Proactiva 
Open Arms aid boat Saturday. 

Fear turns to joy as 60 immigrants saved 


By David Rising 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — German Chancel¬ 
lor Angela Merkel has reportedly 
secured agreements with 14 Eu¬ 
ropean Union countries to rap¬ 
idly return some asylum-seekers 
as she seeks to end a schism in 
her government over migration 
policy. 

Merkel also says she wants to 
establish “anchor centers” to pro¬ 
cess immigrants at Germany’s 
borders, the dpa news agency re¬ 
ported Saturday. 

The announcements came in a 
letter Merkel wrote to leaders of 
her Christian Democratic Union’s 
Bavaria-only sister party, the 
Christian Social Union, as well as 
to her junior coalition government 
partner, the Social Democrats, 
after she attended a two-day EU 
summit in Brussels. 

Merkel is seeking to end a 
three-week standoff with her 
hard-line interior minister, Horst 
Seehofer, who heads the CSU 

Seehofer, whose party faces a 
state election in the fall, has been 
threatening to turn away immi¬ 
grants at Germany’s border who 
have already been rejected by the 
country or who have registered 
for asylum elsewhere in the EU. 

Merkel has rejected that ap¬ 
proach, instead insisting on a 
European-wide solution to migra¬ 
tion issues to preserve EU unity. 
The dispute has raised the possi¬ 
bility of an end to Germany’s de¬ 
cades-old conservative alliance 
between the CSU and Merkel’s 
CDU if Seehofer goes ahead with 
the unilateral move, which could 
bring down her government. 

Both the CDU and the CSU are 
holding separate meetings Sun¬ 
day to discuss Merkel’s latest ef¬ 
forts on migration and plot their 
next steps. 


Merkel on Friday came away 
from an EU summit with agree¬ 
ments from Greece and Spain to 
take back immigrants previously 
registered in those countries, and 
an overall agreement by the 28- 
nation bloc to ease the pressures 
of migration into Europe. 

In the eight-page letter obtained 
Saturday by dpa, the chancellor 
said that she had also secured 
agreements with half of the EU 
nations to return immigrants to 
them if they’d first registered in 
those countries. 

The countries include Hungary, 
Poland and the Czech Republic, 
which have all been harsh critics 
of Merkel’s welcoming stance to 
immigrants, as well as Belgium, 
France, Denmark, Estonia, Fin¬ 
land, Lithuania, Latvia, Luxem¬ 
bourg, the Netherlands, Portugal 
and Sweden. 

Officials in Hungary and 
the Czech Republic, however, 
both said later Saturday that 
they had not signed any deal on 
immigrants. 

Asked about the Czech com¬ 
ment, Merkel’s spokesman told 
dpa that the country “had ex¬ 
pressed a willingness to negoti¬ 
ate an administrative agreement 
on improved cooperation on 
repatriation.” 

In the letter, the chancellor 
threw her support behind estab¬ 
lishing large collection centers in 
Germany for immigrants as their 
cases are processed. 

Dpa reported the centers would 
be used for immigrants who 
attempt to bypass border con¬ 
trols and for those whose cases 
don’t fall under bilateral return 
agreements. 

Whether the combination of 
the bilateral measures and EU 
agreement is enough to placate 
the CSU is not yet clear. 


Associated Press 

ABOARD THE OPEN ARMS 
IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 
SEA — The full moon was the 
only light as a terrified 9-year-old 
boy from Central African Repub- 
hc climbed into a rubber dinghy 
held together with duct tape, risk¬ 
ing death in the dark waters off 
Libya along with his parents and 
57 other trafficked immigrants. 

After a long night on the Medi¬ 
terranean Sea, a Spanish rescue 
boat spotted them on the horizon 
after dawn. 

“People were screaming. I 
was afraid,” said the boy, Krisley 
Dokouada. “But after seeing the 
rescue boat, I knew there was no 
more danger.” 

Their savior Saturday was the 


Open Arms, which became the 
third rescue ship run by humani¬ 
tarian aid groups to draw the ire 
of Italy’s anti-immigrant Interior 
Minister Matteo Salvini. He has 
vowed that Italy’s new populist 
government will no longer allow 
such rescue boats to dock in Italy, 
which has taken in hundreds of 
thousands of immigrants rescued 
at sea in the last few years. 

Malta then angrily rebuffed 
Salvini’s claim that the tiny Medi¬ 
terranean nation was closest to the 
rescue ship and should give it safe 
harbor. 

By nightfall Saturday, Spain 
agreed to let the Open Arms dock 
in Barcelona, where the humani¬ 
tarian aid group which operates 
the vessel, Proactiva Open Arms, 


is based, the Spanish government 
said. 

The Open Arms and its com¬ 
panion ship, the Astral, will likely 
need four days to reach Barcelona, 
said the Astral’s captain, Riccardo 
Gatti. 

Also on Saturday, in an unre¬ 
lated rescue much farther west of 
the central Mediterranean where 
the Open Arms rescue took place, 
Spanish authorities reported sav¬ 
ing 63 immigrants trying to reach 
the country’s southern coast from 
North Africa. 

While European politicians 
bickered about where the immi¬ 
grants should go, those rescued 
by the Open Arms were jubilant 
— jumping, chanting and hugging 
their rescuers. 



Danny Lawson, PA/AP 

Firefighters battie 'major incident’ in England 

Firefighters tackle a blaze in the Winter Hill area near Bolton, England, on Thursday. Some 120 
firefighters were trying to contain the wildfire, which was declared a “major incident” as it spread in the 
moorlands of northern England. British fire officials said two large fires had merged because of high 
winds and extremely dry conditions as much of England is gripped by a heat wave. 


US ambassador to Estonia 
resigns over Trump remarks 


Associated Press 

HELSINKI — The US. am¬ 
bassador to Estonia has resigned 
over frustrations with President 
Donald Trump’s comments about 
the European Union and his 
treatment of Washington’s Euro¬ 
pean allies. 

In a private Facebook message 
posted Friday, James D. Melville 
wrote: “For the President to say 
EU was ‘set up to take advantage 
of the United States, to attack our 
piggy bank,’ or that ‘NATO is as 
bad as NAFTA’ is not only factu¬ 
ally wrong but proves to me that 
it’s time to go.” 

Melville was referring to 
Trump’s recent comments at 
news conferences and on social 
media. 

Melville stressed that a US. 
foreign service officer’s “DNA 
is programmed to support policy 
and we’re schooled right from the 
start, that if there ever comes a 
point where one can no longer do 
so, particularly if one is in a posi¬ 
tion of leadership, the honorable 


course is to resign.” 

Melville is a senior US. ca¬ 
reer diplomat who has served as 
the American ambassador in the 
Baltic nation and NATO mem¬ 
ber of Estonia since 2015. He has 
served at US. embassies in Ber¬ 
lin, London and Moscow, among 
other postings. 

“Having served under six 
presidents and 11 secretaries of 
state, I never really thought it 
would reach that point for me,” he 
wrote, referring to a career with 
the State Department that started 
in the mid-1980s. 

The US. Embassy in Tallinn 
confirmed to The Associated 
Press on Saturday that Melville 
“announced his intent to retire 
from the Foreign Service effec¬ 
tive July 29 after 33 years of pub¬ 
lic service.” 

It did not elaborate. 

Foreign Policy magazine said 
Melville is one of the many senior 
US. diplomats who have resigned 
because of Trump’s policies. 
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Chair brings comfort 
to 7-foot, 8-inch man 

||i|| MICHIGAN CENTER 
I w 11 — A Michigan man who 

is more than 7 feet tall has gotten 
a custom chair that fits his 500- 
pound frame. 

The Jackson Citizen Patriot re¬ 
ported that Broc Brown, 21, was 
delivered a custom chair from 
Lippert Components Inc. on June 
14. 

Brown has Sotos Syndrome, or 
cerebral gigantism, which affects 
about one in every 15,000 people. 
He was previously listed as the 
world’s tallest teenager in Guin¬ 
ness World Records for being 7 
feet, 8 inches tall. 

Lippert creates parts for recre¬ 
ational vehicles, buses and boats. 
The Indiana-based company de¬ 
signed, made and donated the 
chair. 

Officials: Stay away from 
nesting shoreline birds 

HARTFORD — Con- 
I necticut environmental 
officials want the public to avoid 
contact with large concentrations 
of nesting birds in coastal areas. 

The Department of Energy 
and Environmental Protection 
said people should stay at least 
50 yards away from the birds and 
avoid areas roped off or marked 
with signs designating nesting 
locations. 

The agency’s deputy commis¬ 
sioner, Susan Whalen, said shore- 
birds and wading birds, such as 
piping plovers and egrets, need 
special protection throughout 
their nesting season, which runs 
from April to September. 

Pesky bear relocated 
at Canadian border 

ly U HANOVER — A 
1^ momma bear who’s 
been teaching her cubs bad habits 
has been relocated from an area 
where they’d been raiding trash 
bins and bird feeders near Dart¬ 
mouth College. 

Officials said the sow was cap¬ 
tured Friday and hauled north to 
Coos County, near the Canadian 
border, where she was released 
with a tracking collar. 

As of Saturday, three of the 
four cubs had been rounded up 
and officials were looking for the 
fourth. They’re going to a center 
that rehabilitates orphaned cubs. 

Records fix sought for 
soldier wrongly executed 

ly Y ALBANY — Research 
1 ^ 1 into the execution of a 
New York soldier during the War 
of 1812 led to an upstate congress¬ 
man introducing legislation that 
would make it easier to correct 
military records when a serious 
error or injustice is discovered 
decades or even centuries later. 

East Greenbush town historian 
Roberta Reno said she learned 
that Pvt. Samuel Helms was 
wrongly executed for desertion 
at an encampment in Rensselaer, 
across the Hudson River from 
Albany. 

She determined he was illegal¬ 
ly put on trial, but when she tried 
to correct his military record she 
was told she couldn’t because she 
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7 The number of brown pelicans released into the wild in Northern California after spending weeks at an aviary 
recovering from malnutrition. Russ Curtis, of International Bird Rescue, said the birds were returned to a beach 
Friday in Sausalito, Calif. They are among more than 80 sick and starving pelicans taken in by the group throughout 
the state since April. Curtis said it’s unclear what’s making the young birds sick. 





All charged up 

Above: The crowd reacts as Marshmello performs at Ranch Arena during the second 
weekend of Electric Forest in Rothbury, Mich., on Friday. 

Left: Brent Wellington Barker III, of Brooklyn, N.Y., watches Poolside perform at 
Sherwood Court. 

Photos by Cory Morse, The Grand Rapids (Mich.) Press/AP 


wasn’t a family member and failed 
to locate any of his descendants. 

A bill introduced by Congress¬ 
man Paul Tonko, an Albany-area 
Democrat, would allow military 
records to be updated or correct¬ 
ed to fix historical errors. 

Crews rescue deaf 
puppy stuck in hole 

^ I HUNTSVILLE — After 
30 hours of effort, vol¬ 
unteers were able to rescue a 
7-week-old deaf puppy that fell 
down a 50-foot crevice behind a 
house in Alabama. 

Volunteers erupted in cheers as 
the pup — named Toffee — was 
pulled out of the narrow hole Sat¬ 
urday with the help of a snare and 
some food. 

Toffee fell into the inches-wide 
space around 5 p.m. Thursday. 
Firefighters, cave rescue crews 
and plumbers joined the rescue 
effort, lowering nets, snares and 
food to try to retrieve Toffee. 

“Y’all this is a miracle,” Karen 
Smith, the puppy’s foster mother, 
told reporters. 


Camping equipment 
stolen from Scout troop 

lyW LAS VEGAS — A Las 
Iw w Vegas Boy Scout troop 
said thousands of dollars worth of 
camping gear was stolen from its 
trailer. 

Anthony Cervantes, Scout 
Master, Troop 340, said $15,000 
worth of camping gear was stolen 
from their trailer at the Lamb of 
God Lutheran Church and School 
in Las Vegas. 

Boy Scout Adam Garcia told 
KLAS-TV that the cost repre¬ 
sents six years of fundraising. 

The troop had a big camping 
trip scheduled in less than two 
weeks. 

Man gets 15 years for 
drugs, cockfighting 

O R PORTLAND — A 
Im Hillsboro man was 
sentenced to 15 years in fed¬ 
eral prison for drug dealing and 
cockfighting. 

Kevin Sonoff, spokesman for 


the Oregon U.S. Attorney’s Of¬ 
fice, said Daniel Ramirez, 43, was 
also ordered to pay a $100,000 
fine and spend five years on su¬ 
pervised release when he leaves 
prison. 

According to court documents, 
Ramirez led a methamphetamine- 
trafficking organization with ties 
to Mexican cartels. Through a 
series of wiretaps, authorities 
identified more than 50 members 
of the organization — 35 of whom 
live in Oregon. 

Agents learned during the in¬ 
vestigation that Ramirez was also 
heavily involved in cockfighting. 

Zoo vets raising 
neglected red panda 

^ A SACRAMENTO—The 
newest furry member 
of the Sacramento Zoo is relying 
on human care after her mother 
started neglecting the tiny red 
panda. 

Sacramento Zoo spokeswoman 
Laurel Vincent said Friday that 
the female cub was born June 25. 

Veterinarians took the 4-ounce 


hypothermic cub into intensive 
care a day after her mother left 
her unattended. 

Vincent said the cub is improv¬ 
ing but she will likely be in an in¬ 
cubator for months. 

Red pandas are endangered, 
and only 50 percent of newborns 
survive more than a month. 

Cemetery official: Vases 
stolen from markers 

I A MUSCATINE — A Mus- 
catine cemetery manag¬ 
er said more than a dozen vases 
have been confirmed stolen, but 
that up to 50 could be missing. 

Cindy Allen told the Muscatine 
Journal that she filed a police re¬ 
port recently on the theft of 15-20 
vases from Muscatine Memorial 
Park before noticing there could 
be more. 

The vases are chained to mark¬ 
ers at the cemetery, are 10 inches 
tall and weigh up to 8 pounds. 
Allen said each vase can cost up 
to $650 to replace. 

From wire reports 
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'Coffee' 
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Seinfeld doesn’t let lawsuit 
dampen Netflix series fun 



Jerry Seinfeld's series “Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee” is about to kick off its tenth season. 


By John Cf^KiJCCijAssociated Press 


A S “Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee” cruises into its tenth season, Jerry 
Seinfeld realizes that with great success also comes the potential for lawsuits. 
He experienced it with the “Seinfeld” television series, his animated turn in 
“Bee Movie,” and now with his latest show. The lawsuit comes from Christian 
Charles, who claims he developed the concept, and is therefore the owner of the 
project. Charles directed the first episode of the series. Seinfeld says he’s not 
worried, though he’s a little hurt that the lawsuit comes from a friend. 

The comedian sat down with The Associated Press to talk about his favorite moments from 
“Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee” (the new season debuts July 6 on Netflix), whether it’s 
open season on comedians after politically polarizing incidents, and why you won’t hear about 
his political views. 


Do you feel comedians are 
under attack these days? 

Not really, because there’s so 
many voices that they are kind of 
canceling each other out. It seems 
to me that every single person ev¬ 
erywhere is under attack in their 
comments section of whatever they 
think or whatever they said. ... To 
me it has no impact because there’s 
too many, too much noise. It’s all 
just noise that just drowns — every¬ 
body drowns each other out. 

Tell me about the lawsuit filed 
against you. 

I don’t know if you remember my 
TV series; a friend of mine sued me 
for 100 million dollars that I took 
the whole idea from him. It’s a guy 
who lives in Queens. ... When we 
did “Bee Movie,” there was a guy 
who said, “I was going to do a movie 
about bees, so you owe us every¬ 
thing.” It’s unfortunate when it’s a 
friend, and they decide to go for the 
money instead, and not the friend¬ 
ship. That’s not the nicest moment, 
but I’m used to it. 

How did you get the idea for the 
show? 

It really started when I was doing 
the show called “The Marriage 
Ref,” which we came up with about 
10,11 years ago and it was celebri¬ 
ties trying to help regular people 


It used to be that comedy 
was an escape. 

It can still be that. My show, 
I don’t do any political humor, 
only because I’m not good at it, 
and I just do stuff that I think is 
funny. And so, you have no idea 
what my politics are and I kind 
of like to be pure, that it’s just 
about what I think is funny. 


with their marriage. And so, we 
were shooting these things and we 
made a few of them. And I found 
that I could edit the conversation to 
make it funnier, that I could go into 
an edit and I could take 20 minutes 
of conversation and make it 20 min¬ 
utes that was just OK and make it 10 
minutes that was really funny. 

So, it’s the comedians more 
than the coffee and cars? 

Yes. It was really talking to come¬ 
dians and having them not feel like 
they have to get a laugh because they 
have a lot of interesting thoughts. Co¬ 
medians have very strange minds. 
That’s how they become comedians. 
And whenever there’s an audience, 
our instinct is to play to that audi¬ 
ence. But if you get them away from 


the audience, they come out with 
other things that are interesting, that 
I thought people would like to hear. 

I think I know what your 
favorite episode was — with then- 
President Barack Obama? 

That was. Being outside the Oval 
office and knocking on the window, 
and like he’s just some loser single 
guy, and I’m another loser single 
guy. It’s like a Jerry and George 
scene where I’m going, “What’s 
going on? I thought we were hanging 
out. Come on, let’s go.” That was one 
of the most amazing moments of my 
life, (and) he and the Secret Service 
allowed me to do that. 

What’s another one? 

Having the last interview with 
Jerry Lewis before he passed and 
getting to talk to him about how he 
writes and, and... how him and Stan 
Laurel worked together on a lot of 
his scripts. And, you know, to a com¬ 
edy geek like me that’s the ultimate, 
to talk to somebody like that. 

What about the episode with 
Julia Louis-Drei^us? 

It was incredible, you know. ... I 
would never want to do like a con¬ 
ventional reunion-type episode. But 
for us to just sit together and talk, I 
think it’s nicer for the public to see 
that than something that’s really 
produced and performed. 


Drake confirms he’s a father 

Drizzy is a dad. 

Hip-hop star Drake reveals on his new album 
that he did indeed father a child — weeks after 
speculation about his paternity was sparked by 
a Pusha T diss track. 

“She’s not my lover like Billie Jean, but the 
kid is mine,” Drake, 31, raps on his new song 
“March 14,” making a reference to the Michael 
Jackson song “Billie Jean,” who denies a child 
is his. 

He then raps that his mother had told him 
“all it takes is one time.” 

“And all it took was one time,” Drake says. 
“[W]e only met two times.” 

He later raps, “Single father, I hate when I 
hear it.” 

The rapper also refers to the child in his song 
“Emotionless,” in which he says, “I wasn’t hid¬ 
ing my kid from the world. I was hiding the 
world from my kid.” 

Rumors began to run rampant late last month 
that Drake had a child with adult film actress 
Sophie Brussaux after Pusha T released a song 
called “The Story of Adidon,” in which he raps 
of Drake, “You are hiding a child, let that boy 
come home.” Drake had remained tight-lipped 
until he released his new songs — which ap¬ 
pear on his latest album “Scorpion” — June 28. 
Last month, TMZ reported Drake had provid¬ 
ed financial support for Brussaux even before 
he confirmed the child was his. 

Other news 

■ Cyndi Lauper is spearheading research 
into how state governments deal with youth 
homelessness — especially for LGBTQ youth. 
Lauper’s True Colors Fund released a report 
June 29 measuring how each state holds up on 
providing services such as housing and mental 
health for homeless youth. It finds that even the 
states with the best rankings — Washington, 
Massachusetts, California and Connecticut — 
scored less than 70 on a scale of 100 points. The 
rankings consider whether states have mental 
health counseling and services aimed at trans¬ 
gender youth, including hormone therapy. The 
survey contains data collected in a partnership 
with the National Law Center on Homelessness 
and Poverty. 

■ Transgender rights activist and televi¬ 
sion star Jazz Jennings says she is doing great 
following gender confirmation surgery. The 
17-year-old “I Am Jazz” star posted a photo of 
herself in a hospital gown on Instagram. She 
thanked followers for their “love and support.” 

■ Actress Ashley Judd has a message for 
survivors of sexual assault in her first visit to 
South Sudan, where rape is used as a weapon 
in its five-year civil war. “I see you, I love you 
and I’m here for you,” she said in an exclusive 
interview with The Associated Press. The 
global ambassador for the U.N. Population 
Fund spoke with mothers in a shattered coun¬ 
try where violence against women is said to be 
twice the global average. 

■ Panic! At the Disco’s Brendon Urie is 
launching a human rights organization called 
Highest Hopes Foundation. The rock singer 
said June 28 that the nonprofit will support 
“communities subject to discrimination or 
abuse on the basis of gender, race, religion, 
sexual orientation and gender identity.” Panic! 
At the Disco will allocate $1 of each ticket from 
U.S. dates of its tour to Highest Hopes. 

■ Celebrity crab-boat captain Sig Hansen 
has been sentenced to probation for spitting 
on an Uber driver last year in Seattle. The Se¬ 
attle Times reports the 52-year-old “Deadliest 
Catch” star June 28 was given a deferred sen¬ 
tence, ordered to undergo alcohol treatment 
and put on a year of probation. 

■ Harlan Ellison, the prolific, pugnacious 
author of “A Boy and His Dog,” and countless 
other stories that blasted society with their 
nightmarish, sometimes darkly humorous sce¬ 
narios, has died at age 84. Ellison’s death was 
confirmed June 28 to The Associated Press 
by Bill Schafer, an editor with Subterranean 
Press, the author’s publisher. During a career 
that spanned more than half a century, Ellison 
wrote some 50 books and more than 1,400 ar¬ 
ticles, essays, TV scripts and screenplays. 
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Tariffs make it harder to rebuiid infrastructure 


By David A. Lieb 

Associated Press 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — 
President Donald Trump wants to 
rebuild the nation’s transportation 
infrastructure. He also wants to 
strengthen the U.S. steel industry 
through tariffs on imports. But that 
second goal could make it more 
costly to accomplish the first. 

Since Trump announced the 
tariffs in March, prices have been 
rising for the American steel used 
to build bridges, reinforce concrete 
highways and lay the rails for mass 
transit systems. Though many of 
this summer’s big construction 
projects had locked in pre-tariff 
prices, concerns are mounting 
among contractors and some trans¬ 
portation officials that the tariffs 
could raise costs and delay work 
that is still in the planning stages. 

“The president seems to be at 
loggerheads with two conflicting 
priorities of his administration,” 


said Brian Turmail, vice presi¬ 
dent of public affairs and strate¬ 
gic initiatives at the Associated 
General Contractors of America. 
“He’s making it very difficult for 
construction firms and people who 
build infrastructure to be success¬ 
ful, at least in the short term.” 

In Kansas City, for example, 
voters recently approved higher 
sales and property taxes to fund a 
streetcar extension that had been 
estimated to cost at least $250 mil¬ 
lion. Though the project had been 
in the works for a year, officials are 
now recalculating. 

“We are anticipating our prices 
to increase because of the tariffs,” 
said Donna Mandelbaum, commu¬ 
nications director for the Kansas 
City Streetcar Authority. 

Trump in February announced 
a $1.5 trillion infrastructure plan 
that would use $200 billion in fed¬ 
eral funds to leverage state, local 
and private-sector investment. The 
proposal had yet to gain traction in 


Congress when the president an¬ 
nounced tariffs of 25 percent on 
steel and 10 percent on aluminum 
imported from most countries. 
After a temporary exemption, the 
metal tariffs hit the U.S. allies of 
Canada, Mexico and the European 
Union on May 31. 

Most federally funded transpor¬ 
tation projects in the U.S. already 
are required by law to use U.S. 
steel. Tariffs are like taxes charged 
only on imported products. But 
because they make foreign steel 
more expensive, tariffs also allow 
U.S. steel producers to raise prices 
without being undercut by interna¬ 
tional competitors. 

The price of U.S. hot-rolled coil 
steel, a bellwether product for the 
industry, is up about 40 percent 
since the start of this year due to a 
combination of Trump’s tariffs and 
strong economic demand, said Joe 
Innace, the metals content direc¬ 
tor in the Americas at S&P Global 
Platts. 


In Pennsylvania, concerns that 
tariffs could drive up the steel mar¬ 
ket have officials watching for any 
effects on their four-year construc¬ 
tion plan, said Rich Kirkpatrick, a 
spokesman for the Pennsylvania 
Transportation Department. 

Rhode Island transportation of¬ 
ficials said they are allowing for 
retroactive cost adjustments in 
contracts to account for signifi¬ 
cant changes in steel prices. They 
have asked the Federal Highway 
Administration for permission to 
use federal money to cover those 
higher costs. 

Steel-related products account 
for about 10 cents of every $1 spent 
on highways and bridges, though 
that ratio can be significantly 
higher for particular projects, said 
Ahson Black, chief economist at 
the American Road & Transporta¬ 
tion Builders Association. 

Economic analysts say uncer¬ 
tainty about the duration and im¬ 
pact of the steel tariffs could force 


some projects to get scaled back or 
postponed. The ripple effect also 
could drive up costs for companies 
that manufacture asphalt pavers, 
graders and other heavy equip¬ 
ment used in road projects. 

Ned Hill, a professor of eco¬ 
nomic development at Ohio State 
University, said the situation will 
“raise havoc.” If construction com¬ 
panies try to bid six months to a 
year ahead of time, “they aren’t 
going to know what price to bid on. 
... And public works departments 
aren’t going to know how much the 
project’s going to cost them.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (July 2).$1.1955 

Dollar buys (July 2).€0.8365 

British pound (July 2).$1.35 

Japanese yen (July 2).108.00 

South Korean won (July 2).1,093.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3787 

British pound.$1.3158 

Canada (Dollar).1.3186 

China (Yuan) 6 6192 

Denmark (Krone).6.3996 

Egypt (Pound).17.8907 

Euro .$1.1643/0.8589 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8459 

Hungary (Forint).283.29 

Israel (Shekel) .3.6554 

Japan (Yen).110.75 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3028 

Norway (Krone).8.1806 

Philippines (Peso).53.36 

Poland (Zloty) 3 76 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7493 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3636 

South Korea (Won).1,113.52 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9937 

Thailand (Baht).33.11 

Turkey (New Lira) .4.5810 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are Interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rale 5 00 

Discount rate.2.50 

Federal funds market rate.1.92 

3-month bill.1.88 

30-year bond.2.99 


Trump says Saudi Arabia will boost oil production 


By Ken Thomas and Jon Gambrell 
Associated Press 

BERKELEY HEIGHTS, N.J. — President 
Donald Trump said Saturday that he had re¬ 
ceived assurances from King Salman of Saudi 
Arabia that the kingdom will increase oil 
production, “maybe up to 2,000,000 barrels” 
in response to turmoil in Iran and Venezu¬ 
ela. Saudi Arabia acknowledged the call took 
place, but mentioned no production targets. 

Trump wrote on Twitter that he had asked 
the king in a phone call to boost oil production 
“to make up the difference...Prices to (sic) 
high! He has agreed!” 

A little over an hour later, the state-run 
Saudi Press Agency reported on the call, but 
offered few details. 

“During the call, the two leaders stressed 
the need to make efforts to maintain the sta¬ 


bility of oil markets and the growth of the 
global economy,” the statement said. 

It added that there also was an understand¬ 
ing that oil-producing countries would need 
“to compensate for any potential shortage of 
supplies.” It did not elaborate. 

In a statement issued Saturday night, the 
White House did not specify that Saudi Ara¬ 
bia would increase production but that “King 
Salman affirmed that the Kingdom maintains 
a two million barrel per day spare capacity, 
which it will prudently use if and when neces¬ 
sary to ensure market balance and stability, 
and in coordination with its producer part¬ 
ners, to respond to any eventuality.” 

Oil prices have edged higher as the Trump 
administration has pushed allies to end all 
purchases of oil from Iran following the U.S. 
pulling out of the nuclear deal between Teh¬ 
ran and world powers. Prices also have risen 


with ongoing unrest in Venezuela and fight¬ 
ing in Libya over control of that country’s oil 
infrastructure. 

Last week, members of the Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries cartel 
led by Saudi Arabia and noncartel members 
agreed to pump 1 million barrels more crude 
oil per day, a move that should help contain 
the recent rise in global energy prices. 

Trump’s aim may be to exert maximum 
pressure on Iran while at the same time not 
upsetting potential U.S. midterm voters with 
higher gas prices, said Antoine Halff, a Co¬ 
lumbia University researcher and former 
chief oil analyst for the International Energy 
Agency. 

“The Trump support base is probably the 
part of the U.S. electorate that will be the most 
sensitive to an increase in U.S. gasoline pric¬ 
es,” Halff said. 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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MY D^D S\yS THIS 
16 THE TIME Of 
YE^R HE’S JEALOUS 
OF TEACHERS. 


HOW YOU GET 
THE WHOLE 
SUMMER OFF 
AND ALL. 



I BET IF YOU HAD A 
HICREL FOR EVERY 
TIME you HEARD 
THAT... 



OUR STRATEGY IS 
TO BE NIFABLE AND 
AGILE. 


DO OTHER COFAPANIES 
HAVE A STRATEGY OF 
BEING CLUFASY AND 
SLOLJ? 



I WOULDN'T 
HAVE TO WORR 
A SUMMER 
JOB.? 


IF TALKING 
VKITKOUT THIWWNG 
WAS MONEY, 
MY DAD 
WOULD DE 
A CARNEGIE. 



HOUJ'D THEY 

THE NEUJ ruined 
STRATEGY xT LJITH 
ROLLOUT questions. 



Dear everyone 
who said I 
wouldn't amount 
to much in 
life, 


Please 

know 

this. 


Every single day for 
the last thirty years, 
I've eaten at least 
a pound of cheese. 




in Niff TO pme m 

HATeps 







Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Purse 
4 Autocrats 
9 Frenzied 

12 “Born in the —” 

13 Baby hooter 

14 Blackbird 

15 Saloon owner 
on “Gunsmoke” 

17Sault — Marie 

18 Beer barrel 

19 Ready to roll 
21 “Be right there” 
24 Site of Apra 

Harbor 

25Grs address 
26 Mermaid’s home 
28 Mirror fogger 
31 Own (up) 

33 Carried out 

35 Actress Falco 

36 ’50s Ford 
38 Shelter 

40 Hostel 

41 Hair goops 
43 Accordion 

features 

45 Capital of Poland 

47 Feedbag morsel 

48 Tram load 

49 Movable 
dining areas 

54 Flamenco cheer 

55 High nest 

56 Kanga’s kid 

57 Mafia boss 

7-2 


58 Barbecue rods 

59 PC program 

DOWN 

1 Vagrant 

2 “— was 
saying ...” 

3 Cooking fuel 

4 Mementos 

5 Gulped with 
gusto 

6 Flight stat 

7 Label anew 

8 Phonograph 
needle 

9 Television, 
newspapers, etc. 

10 Pot starter 

11 Regimen 

16 Enjoy Aspen 
20 Overdue 


21 Sidewalk eatery 

22 Pundit’s piece 

23 Forest-inspired 
color 

27 Be sick 

29 “— She Sweet” 

30 Clothing store 
section 

32 Beholds 
34 Bank transaction 
37 Andean pack 
animals 
39 Cheers up 
42 Use a broom 

44 Tours season 

45 Fireplace fuel 

46 Woody’s son 

50 Lanka lead-in 

51 Gun lobby org. 

52 Surpass 

53 Soak (up) 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 


OTKNN YMWGI WJ JWNXO 


KOORTLNSUY WU QVR OVWMR 
WJ K YMRKQ NKXR QW INKU 


K FWGI: QVR RMSR FKLKN. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU PRODUCE 
A SKETCH OE SOMEBODY TAKING A BREATH, 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING? DRAWING INSPIRATION. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals L 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 

buyers with classifieds 



■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 



■ People say 
(different t 
adoption. 




SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■Germany 1^ 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


Free Europe-wide delivery 


Jobs Offered 630 


Photography 830 

in the Alps in^Garmisch! 

Only 189 eur includes: 

-Cable car for a family of 4 
-Two wardrobe changes 
-50 Images delivered digitally 


Drew@DrewJamesBenson.com 
www.DrewJamesBenson.com 
+49 170 806 2453 


Ramstein Dental Care 

an opening for an experienced 
general dentist to join our 
Ramstein-Miesenbach office. 

ramsteindentalofficemanager® 


Travel_1000 


••Summer in GarmischP^ 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 


Wiesbaden Dental Care 

a busy American practice has 
an opening for an experienced 
'general dentist to join our 
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No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^I^STRI pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 


STARS AND STRIPES 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Auto racing 


Overton’s 300 

NASCAR Xfinity Series 
Saturday 

At Chicagoland Speedway 
Joliet, III. 

Lap length: 1.50 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (1) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 200 laps, 
0 rating, 0 points. 

2. (13) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 200, 0, 0. 

3. (12) Coie Custer, Ford, 200, 0,41. 

4. (4) Daniei Suarez, Toyota, 200, 0,0. 

5. (10) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 200, 
0,41. 

6. (8) Elliott Sadler, Chevrolet, 200, 0, 
33. 

7. (18) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, 200, 
0, 35. 

8. (5) Paul Menard, Ford, 200, 0, 0. 

9. (17) Chase Briscoe, Ford, 200, 0, 28. 

10. (9) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 200, 0, 

0 . 

11. (6) Brandon Jones, Toyota, 200, 0, 
32. 

12. (11) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 199, 
0, 42. 

13. (23) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 199, 
0, 24. 

14. (3) Austin Cindric, Ford, 199, 0, 25. 

15. (15) Ryan Truex, Chevrolet, 199, 0, 

22 . 

16. (7) Matt Tifft, Chevrolet, 199, 0, 21. 

17. (24) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet, 
199, 0, 20. 

18. (26) JJ Yeley, Chevrolet, 197, 0,19. 

19. (25) Garrett Smithley, Chevrolet, 
196, 0, 18. 

20. (21) Ryan Sieg, Chevrolet, 196, 0, 
17. 

21. (22) Alex Labbe, Chevrolet, 196, 0, 

16. 

22. (27) Joey Gase, Chevrolet, 195, 0, 
15. 

23. (29) David Starr, Chevrolet, 194, 0, 
14. 

24. (32) Blake Jones, Chevrolet, 194, 0, 
13. 

25. (30) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, 191, 0, 

12 . 

26. (37) Brandon Fllghtower, Toyota, 
190, 0, 11. 

27. (40) Vinnie Miller, Chevrolet, 178, 

0 , 10 . 

28. (39) Scott Heckert, Chevrolet, elec¬ 
trical, 146, 0, 9. 

29. (36) Spencer Boyd, Chevrolet, sus¬ 
pension, 134, 0, 8. 

30. (19) Michael Annett, Chevrolet, ac¬ 
cident, 130, 0, 7. 

31. (33) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, 
brakes, 117, 0, 6. 

32. (16) Ryan Reed, Ford, accident, 105, 
0, 5. 

33. (2) Tyler Reddick, Chevrolet, acci¬ 
dent, 99, 0, 18. 

34. (14) Jeb Burton, Chevrolet, acci¬ 
dent, 99, 0, 3. 

35. (35) Josh Bilicki, Toyota, fuelpump, 
83, 0, 2. 

36. (38) John Jackson, Dodge, suspen¬ 
sion, 63, 0, 1. 

37. (28) Timmy Flill, Toyota, suspen¬ 
sion, 52, 0, 1. 

38. (34) Chad Finchum, Chevrolet, en¬ 
gine, 23, 0, 1. 

39. (31) Jeff Green, Chevrolet, fu¬ 
elpump, 2, 0, 1. 

40. (20) Kaz Grala, Ford, electrical, 1, 

0 , 1 . 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

134.756 mph. 

Time of Race: 2 hours, 13 minutes, 34 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 8.030 seconds. 
Caution Fiags: 4 for 21 laps. 

Lead Changes: 13 among 7 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: K.Larson 0; T.Reddick 
1-11; D.Suarez 12-24; T.Reddick 25-48; 
K.Harvick 49-51; C.Bell 52-71; K.Larson 
72-103; K.Harvick 104-116; C.Bell 117; 

C. Briscoe 118-119; K.Harvick 120-141; 
K.Larson 142-169; Br.Jones 170-180; 
K.Larson 181-200 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): K.Larson, 4 times for 77 laps; 
K.Harvick, 3 times for 35 laps; T.Reddick, 
2 times for 33 laps; C.Bell, 2 times for 
19 laps; D.Suarez, 1 time for 12 laps; 
Br.Jones, 1 time for 10 laps; C.Briscoe, 1 
time for 1 lap. 

Wins: J.AIIgaler, 2; K.Larson, 2; C.Bell, 
1; K.Harvick, 1; T.Reddick, 1. 

Top 10 in Points: 1. C.Custer, 541; 2. 

D. Hemric, 538; 3. E.Sadler, 537; 4. C.Bell, 
523; 5. T.Reddick, 491; 6. J.AIIgaier, 488; 7. 
Br.Jones, 463; 8. R.Truex, 430; 9. M.Tifft, 
400; 10. A.Cindric, 372. 

NASCAR Driver Rating Formuia 
A maximum of 150 points can be at¬ 
tained in a race. 

The formula combines the following 
categories; Wins, Finishes, Top-15 Fin¬ 
ishes, Average Running Position While 
on Lead Lap, Average Speed Under 
Green, Fastest Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead- 
Lap Finish. 


Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Atlanta United FC 11 3 4 37 38 20 

New York City FC 9 4 4 31 34 24 

Columbus 8 5 6 30 24 19 

New York 9 4 2 29 33 16 

New England 7 4 6 27 30 25 

Chicago 6 7 5 23 27 31 

Montreal 7 11 0 21 22 31 

Philadelphia 6 8 3 21 21 25 

Orlando City 6 10 1 19 24 37 

Toronto FC 4 8 3 15 24 29 

D.C. United 2 7 4 10 21 27 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Sporting KC 9 3 5 32 31 18 

FC Dallas 9 2 5 32 25 17 

Los Angeles FC 9 4 3 30 35 25 

Portland 7 3 5 26 24 21 

Real Salt Lake 7 8 2 23 21 32 

Vancouver 6 6 5 23 26 34 

Houston 6 6 3 21 31 24 

LA Galaxy 6 7 3 21 25 26 

Minnesota United 5 10 1 16 19 30 

Seattle 3 9 3 12 13 21 

Colorado 3 9 3 12 19 28 

San Jose 2 9 6 12 28 35 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday, June 29 

FC Dallas 1, Minnesota United 0 
Saturday, June 30 
Portland 3, Seattle 2 
Atlanta United FC 4, Orlando City 0 
Montreal 2, Sporting Kansas City 0 
Columbus 2, Real Salt Lake 1 
New England 3, D.C. United 2 
Chicago 3, New York City FC 2 
Los Angeles FC 4, Philadelphia 1 
LA Galaxy 3, San Jose 3, tie 
Sunday, July 1 
New York at Toronto FC 
Colorado at Vancouver 

Tuesday, July 3 
Los Angeles FC at Houston 
Wednesday, July 4 
Toronto FC at Minnesota United 
Atlanta United FC at FC Dallas 
Seattle at Colorado 
Sporting Kansas City at Real Salt Lake 
D.C. United at LA Galaxy 
Saturday, July 7 
Orlando City at Los Angeles FC 
Atlanta United FC at Philadelphia 
Colorado at Montreal 
Seattle at New England 
Toronto FC at Sporting Kansas City 
Minnesota United at Houston 
FC Dallas at Real Salt Lake 
Chicago at Vancouver 
Columbus at LA Galaxy 
San Jose at Portland 

Sunday, July 8 

New York at New York City FC 

Saturday 

Galajcy 3, Earthquakes 3 

Los Angeles 3 0—3 

San Jose 2 1—3 

First half— 1, Los Angeles, Ibrahimov- 
ic, 7 (Pontius), 1st minute. 2, San Jose, 
Wondolowski, 5, 15th. 3, Los Angeles, 
Alessandrini, 3,20th. 4, Los Angeles, Ibra- 
himovic, 8, 25th. 5, San Jose, Qazaishvili, 
4, 39th. 

Second half— 6 , San Jose, Wondolows¬ 
ki, 6 (penalty kick), 69th. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, David Bingham; 
San Jose, Andrew Tarbell. 

Yellow Cards— Ockford, San Jose, 48th; 
Jamieson IV, Los Angeles, 78th; Alessan¬ 
drini, Los Angeles, 82nd; Ibrahimovic, Los 
Angeles, 90th. 

A-50,743 (50,743) 

Los Angeles FC 4, Union 1 

Philadelphia 1 0—1 

Los Angeles 2 2—4 

First half— 1, Los Angeles, DIomande, 
4 (Blessing), 25th minute. 2, Los Angeles, 
Diomande, 5 (Kaye), 43rd. 3, Philadelphia, 
Picault, 3, 46th. 

Second half— 4, Los Angeles, Dio¬ 
mande, 6 (Blessing), 55th. 5, Los Angeles, 
Blessing, 3, 96th. 

Goalies— Philadelphia, Andre Blake; 
Los Angeles, Tyler Miller. 

Yellow Cards— Beitashour, Los Ange¬ 
les, 39th; Nguyen, Los Angeles, 85th. 
A-22,000 (22,000) 

Impact 2 , Sporting KC 0 

Kansas City 0 0-0 

Montreal 0 2—2 

Second half— 1, Montreal, PiattI, 9, 
54th minute. 2, Montreal, Silva, 1 (pen¬ 
alty kick), 70th. 

Goalies— Kansas City, Tim Melia; Mon¬ 
treal, Evan Bush. 

Yellow Cards— Krolicki, Montreal, 
19th; Duvall, Montreal, 46th; Croizet, 
Kansas City, 68th; Opara, Kansas City, 
69th. 

A- 16,142 (20,801) 


Easbourne International 

Saturday 
Devonshire Park 
Eastbourne, England 
Surface: Grass-Outdoor 

^Men* 

Final 

Mischa Zverev, Germany, def. Lukas 
Lacko, Slovakia, 6-4, 6-4. 

Women 

Final 

Caroline Wozniacki (1), Denmark, def. 


Fire 3, NYC FC 2 

New York City 2 0-2 

Chicago 1 2—3 

First half— 1, Chicago, Nikolic, 7 (Mc¬ 
Carty), 6th minute. 2, New York City, Ta- 
iouri, 8 (Moralez), 36th. 3, New York City, 
Berget, 4 (Tinnerholm), 40th. 

Second half— 4, Chicago, Katai, 7 (Mc¬ 
Carty), 47th. 5, Chicago, Katai, 8 (Collier), 
52nd. 

Goalies— New York City, Sean John- 
sonr; Chicago, Richard Sanchez. 

Yellow Cards— Bronico, Chicago, 10th; 
Ring, New York City, 28th; Sanchez, Chi¬ 
cago, 89th; Gordon, Chicago, 91st. 

A- 15,204 (20,000) 

Crew 2 , Real Salt Lake 1 

Real Salt Lake 0 1-1 

Columbus 2 0—2 

First half— 1, Columbus, Zardes, 11 
(penalty kick), 6th minute. 2, Columbus, 
Sosa, 1 (Santos), 23rd. 

Second half— 3, Real Salt Lake, Rus- 
nak, 4 (Plata), 74th. 

Goalies— Real Salt Lake, Nick Riman- 
do; Columbus, Jon Kempin. 

Yellow Cards— Sunny, Real Salt Lake, 
47th; Beckerman, Real Salt Lake, 56th; 
Sosa, Columbus, 66th; Savarino, Real Salt 
Lake, 91st. 

A- 16,680 (19,968) 

Revolution 3, United 2 

D.C. United 1 1-2 

New England 2 1—3 

First half— 1, New England, Penilla, 
7 (Nemeth), 18th minute. 2, D.C. United, 
Asad, 6 (Stieber), 42nd. 3, New England, 
Bunbury, 10 (Anibaba), 47th. 

Second half— 4, D.C. United, Asad, 7 
(penalty kick), 73rd. 5, New England, Pe¬ 
nilla, 8 (penalty kick), 78th. 

Goalies— D.C. United, David Ousted; 
New England, Matt Turner. 

Yellow Cards— Delamea Mlinar, New 
England, 27th; Caicedo, New England, 
41st; Acosta, D.C. United, 42nd; Fisher, 
D.C. United, 77th; Mattocks, D.C. United, 
77th. 

A- 19,371 (20,000) 

Atlanta United 4, 
Orlando City 0 

Orlando 0 0-0 

Atlanta 1 3-4 

First half— 1, Atlanta, Martinez, 15 
(Gressel), 3rd minute. 

Second half— 2, Atlanta, Almiron, 7 
(Martinez), 55th. 3, Atlanta, Barco, 4, 
57th. 4, Atlanta, Almiron, 8 (Ambrose), 
78th. 

Goalies— Orlando, Joe Bendik; Atlanta, 
Brad Guzan. 

Yellow Cards— Johnson, Orlando, 
19th. 

A-71,932 (71,932) 

Timbers 3, Sounders 2 

Portland 0 3-3 

Seattle 0 2-2 

Second half— 1, Portland, Mablala, 
3 (Valeri), 48th minute. 2, Seattle, Ro¬ 
driguez, 1 (Lodeiro), 51st. 3, Portland, 
Armenteros, 4 (Valeri), 57th. 4, Seattle, 
Marshall, 1 (Lodeiro), 68th. 5, Portland, 
Mabiala, 4 (Valeri), 74th. 

Goalies— Portland, Jeff Attinella; Se¬ 
attle, Bryan Meredith. 

Yellow Cards-Tolo, Seattle, 85th; Val¬ 
entin, Portland, 87th; Dempsey, Seattle, 
89th; Kee-Hee, Seattle, 90th. 

A-47,521 (47,521) 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 11 1 3 36 31 13 

Seattle 6 3 5 23 15 12 

Orlando 6 5 4 22 21 20 

Utah 5 3 6 21 13 11 

Portland 5 5 5 20 20 20 

Chicago 4 3 7 19 19 17 

Houston 4 5 5 17 16 21 

Washington 2 8 4 10 10 18 

Sky Blue FC 0 10 3 3 10 23 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday’s games 
Houston 2, Orlando 1 
Utah 0, Seattle 0, tie 
Portland 1, Sky Blue 1, tie 
Saturday’s games 
North Carolina 3, Orlando 0 
Utah 3, Sky Blue 1 
Seattle 1, Portland 0 

Sunday’s game 
Washington at Chicago 

Wednesday, July 4 
Chicago at North Carolina 
Friday, July 6 
Utah at Portland 


Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus, 7-5, 7-6 (5). 

Antalya Open 

Saturday 

Antalya Tennis Arena 
Antalya, Turkey 
Surface: Grass-Outdoor 
Singles 
Final 

Damir Dzumhur (2), Bosnia-Herzegov- 
ina, def. Adrian Mannarino (1), France, 
6-1, 1-6, 6-1. 


Quicken Loans National 

Saturday 

At TPC Potomac at Avenel Farm 
Potomac, Md. 

Purse: $7.1 million 
Yardage: 7,107; Par: 70 
Third Round 

Abraham Ancer 65-70-62-197 - 

Francesco Molinari 67-65-65-197 - 

Zac Blair 67-66-66-199 - 

Ryan Armour 66-65-68-199 - 

Andrew Landry 63-72-65-200 - 

Kevin Streelman 72-62-67-201 

Troy Merritt 68-68-66-202 

C.T. Pan 67-67-68-202 

Beau Hossler 65-66-71-202 

Ryan Blaum 67-72-64-203 

Bronson Burgoon 68-70-65-203 

Tiger Woods 70-65-68-203 

Chesson Hadley 71-64-68-203 

Marc Leishman 67-67-69-203 

Brian Gay 67-64-72-203 

Kyle Stanley 71-67-66-204 

Ben Crane 70-68-66-204 

Ryan Palmer 70-67-67-204 

Sung Kang 72-64-68-204 

Joel Dahmen 66-69-69-204 

Andrew Putnam 64-71-69-204 

Stephan Jaeger 67-73-65-205 

Rickie Fowler 70-66-69-205 

John Huh 70-64-71-205 

Anirban Lahiri 67-74-65-206 

Byeong Hun An 69-70-67-206 

Tyler Duncan 69-69-68-206 

Ethan Tracy 69-69-68-206 

Ted Potter, Jr. 72-66-68-206 

Stewart Cink 68-69-69-206 

Roberto Diaz 68-68-70-206 

OllieSchniederjans 68-68-70-206 

Sam Ryder 67-68-71-206 

Brandon Harkins 73-68-66-207 

Robert Garrigus 70-69-68-207 

Kiradech Aphibarnrat 70-69-68-207 
Alex Cejka 71-68-68-207 

Dylan Meyer 70-67-70-207 

Charles Howell III 70-67-70-207 

Cameron Percy 69-68-70-207 

Johnson Wagner 70-65-72-207 

Billy Horschel 64-68-75-207 

Blayne Barber 70-70-68-208 

J.T. Poston 71-68-69-208 

Derek Fathauer 69-68-71-208 

Fabien Gomez 68-69-71-208 

Adam Schenk 69-67-72-208 

Seamus Power 66-70-72-208 

Open de France 

Saturday 
Le National Golf 

Yardage: 7,247; Par: 71 
Third Round 

Marcus Kinhult, Sweden 
Chris Wood, England 
Sergio Garcia, Spain 72-70- 

Jon Rahm, Spain 70-69- 


US Senior Open 

Saturday 

At The Broadmoor GC 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Purse: $4 million 
Yardage: 7,264; Par: 70 


Julian Suri, United States 70-70- 

Justin Thomas, United States 70-70- 
Alex Noren, Sweden 73-72- 

Adrian Otaegui, Spain 74-70- 

Alexander Bjork, Sweden 


-67-203 

-67-205 

1-64-206 

1-68-207 

1-209 

-69-209 

1-65-210 

-66-210 

i-210 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Sent RHP 
Chris Tillman to Norfolk (IL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

BOSTON RED SOX - Sent RHP Tyler 
Thornburg to Pawtucket (IL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Sent RHP Drew 
VerHagen to Toledo (IL) for a rehab as¬ 
signment. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Sent RHP Joe 
Smith to Corpus Christ! (TL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Sent 3B Ches- 
lor Cuthbert to Omaha (PCL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Optioned OF 
Michael Hermosillo to Salt Lake (PCL). 
Recalled UT Kaleb Cowart from Salt Lake. 
Sent RHP Garrett Richards and IB Jefry 
Marte to Inland Empire (Cal) for rehab 
assignments. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Optioned RHP 
Alan Busenitz to Rochester (IL). Recalled 
LHP Adalberto Mejia from Rochester. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Placed RHP Wilm- 
er Font on the 10-day DL. Recalled RHP 
Hunter Wood from Durham (IL). Signed 
RHP Mike Broadway to a minor league 
contract. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Placed RHP 
Ryan Tepera on the 10-day DL, retroac¬ 
tive to Thursday. Recalled RHP Jake Pet- 
ricka from Buffalo. Selected the contract 
of OF Darnell Sweeney from Buffalo. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Op¬ 
tioned RHP Jimmie Sherfy to Reno (PCL). 
Recalled IB Christian Walker from Reno. 
Sent OFs Steven Souza Jr. and A.J. Pol¬ 
lock to Reno for rehab assignments. 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Designated OF 
Peter Bourjos for assignment. Recalled 
LHP Max Fried from Gwinnett (IL). 

CHICAGO CUBS - Sent RHP Carl Ed¬ 
wards Jr. to Iowa (PCL) for a rehab as¬ 
signment. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Traded C Joe Hud¬ 
son to the L.A. Angels for cash. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Optioned RHP 
Jon Gray to Albuquerque (PCL). Recalled 
OF Ralmel Tapia from Albuquerque. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Optioned 
RHP Walker Buehler to Rancho Cucamon¬ 
ga (Cal). Recalled RHP J.T. Chargois from 
Oklahoma City (PCL). 

MIAMI MARLINES - Optioned RHP Ben 


Tlii 

Jerry Kelly 
David Toms 
Kirk Triplett 
Tim Petrovic 
Brandt Jobe 
Paul Goydos 
Miguel Angel Jimenez 
Kevin Sutherland 
Paul Broadhurst 
Davis Love III 
Colin Montgomerie 
Billy Andrade 
Jay Haas 
Philip Golding 
Lee Janzen 
Deane Pappas 
Bernhard Langer 
Marco Dawson 
Doug Garwood 
Joe Durant 
Tom Pernice Jr. 

Gene Sauers 
Billy Mayfair 
Rocco Mediate 
Todd Bailey 
Vijay Singh 
Wes Short Jr. 

Scott Verplank 
Craig Bowden 
Kenny Perry 
Christopher Williams 
Fred Couples 
Scott Parel 


66-69-71- 

70-71-66- 

74-66-68- 

72-65-71- 

70- 73-66- 
72-67-70- 

68- 75-67- 

71- 70-69- 
71-68-71- 
71-73-67- 

71- 71-69- 

70- 69-72- 

72- 67-73- 

69- 75-69- 

68- 71-74- 

72- 76-66- 

71- 74-69- 
74-71-69- 

71- 73-70- 

73- 71-70- 

73- 71-70- 

69- 74-71- 

68- 74-72- 
76-66-72- 

72- 74-69- 

74- 70-71- 
74-70-71- 

72- 73-71- 
71-74-71- 

73- 72-71- 
71-73-72- 

69- 73-74- 


■206 -4 
■207 -3 
■208 -2 


■210 E 
■210 E 
■210 E 
■211 -H 
■211 -H 
■211 -H 
■212 +2 
■213 +3 
■213 +3 
■214 -^4 
■214 ■(■4 
■214 ■(■4 


■214 ■^4 
■214 ■^4 
■215 -^5 
■215 ■*■5 
■215 ■^5 
■216 +6 
■216 +6 
■216 -^6 
■216 ■^6 
■216 +6 


Women’s PGA Championship 

Saturday 

At Kemper Lakes GC 
Kildeer, III. 

Purse: $3.65 million 
Yardage: 6,741; Par: 72 
Third Round 

So Yeon Ryu 69-69-67-205 

Brooke M. Henderson 67-71-70-208 

Sung Hyun Park 66-72-71-209 

Angel Yin 73-69-68-210 

Bronte Law 72-70-69-211 

In-Kyung Kim 73-70-69-212 

Hyo Joo Kim 70-72-70-212 

Dani Holmqvist 70-71-71-212 

Carlota Ciganda 70-69-73 -212 

Shanshan Feng 74-72-67-213 

Lindy Duncan 74-71-68-213 

Sarah Jane Smith 73-72-68-213 

Jin Young Ko 73-72-68-213 

Lizette Salas 70-74-69-213 

Amy Yang 70-74-69-213 

Ryann O’Toole 73-71-69-213 

Sei Young Kim 71-71-71-213 

Jessica Korda 67-75-71-213 

Ashleigh Buhai 72-70-71-213 

Annie Park 71-69-73-213 

Lydia Ko 74-66-73 -213 

Moriya Jutanugarn 68-72-73-213 


Marina Alex 
Amy Olson 
Nasa Hataoka 


72-73-69-214 

69-74-71-214 

69-72-73-214 


Meyer to New Orleans (PCL). Recalled 
RHP Pablo Lopez from New Orleans. 
Signed LHP Alex Vesia to a minor league 
contract. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Sent RHP 
Zach Davies to Wisconsin (MWL) for a 
rehab assignment. 

NEW YORK METS - Optioned RHP Ger- 
son Bautista to Las Vegas (PCL). Recal led 
RHP Corey Oswalt from Las Vegas. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Optioned 
RHP Hector Nerls to Lehigh Valley (IL). 
Recalled RHP Mark Leiter Jr. from Lehigh 
Valley. Signed LHP Keylan Killgore to a 
minor league contract. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Placed RHP 
Chad Kuhl on the 10-day DL, retroactive 
to Wednesday. Recalled 2B Max Moroff 
from Indianapolis (IL). 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Claimed LHP 
Tyler Webb off waivers from San Diego 
and optioned him to Memphis (PCL). 
Transferred RHP Alex Reyes to the 60- 
day DL. Sent SS Paul DeJong and RHP 
Matt Bowman to Memphis for rehab as¬ 
signments. Signed SS Zach Gahagan to a 
minor league contract. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS -Optioned 
LHP Sammy Soils and C Raudy Read to 
Syracuse (IL). Reinstated RHP Jeremy 
Hellickson from the 10-day DL. Trans¬ 
ferred IB Ryan Zimmerman to the 60-day 
DL. Signed RHPs Chandler Day and Reid 
Schaller to minor league contracts. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Waived G Isaiah 
Taylor. 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS - Waived C 
Thomas Bryant. 

PHOENIX SUNS - Waived G Tyler Ulis. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Traded LW Nic 
Kerdiles to Winnipeg for C Chase De Leo. 

MONTREAL CANADIENS - Traded D 
Simon Bourque to Winnipeg for RW Joel 
Armia, G Steve Mason, 2019 seventh- 
round and 2020 fourth-round draft picks. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Re-signed G 
Eddie Lack to a one-year, one-way con¬ 
tract. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

ORLANDO CITY - Named James 
O’Connor coach. 

SEATTLE SOUNDERS - Acquired G Zac 
Lubin on loan from Phoenix Rising (USL). 
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WIMBLEDON 



Friso Gentsch, DPA/AP 


Roger Federer won his first Wimbledon title in 2003. He returns Monday to the All England Club as the defending champion, with 
eight more tities to his name and the No. 1 seed. 


Familiar foe stands in Federer’s way 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

LONDON — Go back 15 years, to the 
start of Wimbledon in June 2003, and take 
a glimpse at where things stood for Roger 
Federer. 

He was 21. He had yet to reach No. 1 in 
the ATP rankings. Not only had the guy 
never won a Grand Slam tournament, he’d 
never even been past the quarterfinals at 
one. He was coming off a first-round loss 
at the French Open a month earlier, and 
another at the All England Club a year 
earlier. 

When all was said and done two weeks 
later, Federer was crying, cradling the 
champion’s gold trophy. 

And now? When play begins at Wimble¬ 
don on Monday, with Federer closing in on 
his 37th birthday, he will have the honor 
of playing the first match at Centre Court 
as the defending champion. He earned his 
record eighth title at the grass-court mqjor 
a year ago, and he ran his total Grand 
Slam haul to a record 20 men’s singles tro¬ 
phies by winning the Australian Open in 
January. 

“I don’t know how much longer it’s going 
to last,” Federer said. “I have no idea.” 

He was speaking about his own success. 
But he might as well have been talking 
about the two-man supremacy exhibited 
by himself and his greatest rival, Rafael 
Nadal. 

Nadal, 32, hadn’t even entered a mqjor 
tournament in 2003. These days, he trails 
only Federer in the all-time men’s Grand 
Slam standings, with 17 of his own, includ¬ 
ing No. 11 at the French Open just this 
month. 

Remarkably, especially given all of the 
talk in recent years about their supposed 
declines, Federer and Nadal have divvied 
up all of the past six mqjor titles, claiming 
a trio apiece. 

It’s their longest such stretch since grab¬ 
bing six consecutive mqjors in 2008-09, 
which included Nadal’s 9-7 fifth-set victory 



Anja Niedringhaus/AP 


Roger Federer, left, and Rafael Nadal 
pose with their trophies after Nadal 
defeated Federer in the 2008 Wimbledon 
final. The pair have swapped the No. 1 
world ranking six times already in 2018 
and have each won three of the past six 
major titles. 

over Federer in the 2008 Wimbledon final, 
considered by many to be the greatest ten¬ 
nis match ever. The duo’s best run was 11 
Slams in a row from 2005-07, when Feder¬ 
er won eight and Nadal the other three. 

“This is perfection. They are the best 
players in the world and are proving that 
even when your body is not as young as 
it was, when one still has the drive and is 
well prepared, nothing replaces talent and 
strong will,” said French Open tourna¬ 
ment director Guy Forget, a former top- 
five player and captain of France’s Davis 
Cup and Fed Cup teams. “The young play¬ 
ers are still lagging behind.” 

Yes, all these years later, Roger and Rafa 
are still leading the way. 

One other indication: They have swapped 
the No. 1 ranking a half-dozen times in 
2018, the most it’s switched hands in a sin¬ 
gle season since 1999. As of now, Nadal is 


No. 1, and Federer No. 2 — but just barely, 
with a 50-point gap between them. Because 
Wimbledon’s seeding system takes into ac¬ 
count the men’s success on grass, Federer 
is No. 1, and Nadal No. 2, in the draw. 

This is the fifth time that they are seeded 
1-2, and first since 2010. Each of the other 
four times, one or the other collected the 
title: Nadal in 2008 and 2010, Federer in 
2006 and 2007. 

“They won everything — both of them 
won everything, and not only once, but so 
many times,” said Robin Soderling, who 
lost to Federer in the 2009 French Open 
final (after upsetting Nadal along the way) 
and Nadal in the 2010 French Open final 
(after upsetting Federer along the way). 
“But they are still hungry.” 

They manage their schedules more care¬ 
fully in their 30s: Federer skipped the clay- 
court circuit, while Nadal opted not to play 
any grass-court tuneups before arriving at 
the All England club. 

He’s a two-time champion and three¬ 
time runner-up at Wimbledon, but Nadal 
had some trouble at the place lately, fail¬ 
ing to get past the fourth round in any of 
his past five appearances, with a quartet of 
losses to players ranked 100th or worse. 

“Wimbledon has always been difficult 
for us,” said Nadal’s uncle and former 
coach, Toni, “but I believe that he will have 
his chance if he is physically fit.” 

It’s good health that has stood in the way 
of Novak Djokovic (elbow), Andy Murray 
(hip) and Stan Wawrinka (knee), who all 
are in various stages of returning from 
operations. 

But here are Federer and Nadal, as good 
as ever. 

Maybe even better than ever? 

“I don’t know. It’s hard to tell. It doesn’t 
really matter to me. I would hope that I’m a 
better player today, just because of the vir¬ 
tue of time that’s gone by and I’ve had time 
to practice and train and all that stuff,” Fe¬ 
derer said. “But it’s different times today 
than it was 10,15 years ago.” 


Murray 
pulls out of 
Wimbledon 

By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

LONDON — Two-time champion Andy 
Murray pulled out of Wimbledon on Sun¬ 
day because of a bad hip that has been a 
problem for about a year and was surgi¬ 
cally repaired less than six months ago. 

The All England Club announced Mur¬ 
ray’s withdrawal a day before the grass- 
court Grand Slam tournament begins. 

“I’ve made significant progress in prac¬ 
tice and matches over the last 10 days, but 
after lengthy discussions with my team 
and with a heavy heart, we’ve decided that 
playing best-of-five-set matches might be 
a bit too soon in the recovery process,” 
Murray said in a statement released by his 
manager. “We did everything we could to 
try to be ready in time.” 

Murray’s first-round match against 
Benoit Paire was scheduled for Tuesday. 
Murray beat Paire in the fourth round 
at Wimbledon last year as the defending 
champion, then lost to Sam Querrey in the 
quarterfinals, clearly hampered by the hip, 
and did not play again for the rest of 2017. 

The 31-year-old Murray had an opera¬ 
tion in January and returned to competi¬ 
tion a little less than two weeks ago. 

“I will start practicing on the hard 
courts from tomorrow and continuing with 
my rehab and recovery and I’m looking 
forward to the U.S. hard-court season,” 
Murray’s statement read. “Thanks for all 
the messages of support, and I’m excited to 
finally be back playing after so long out.” 

In 2013, he became the first British man 
in 77 years to collect a Wimbledon singles 
title, and he won the championship again 
in 2016. He’s reached at least the quarter¬ 
finals in each of his past 10 appearances at 
the All England Club. 

Considered a member of the ruling “Big 
4” quartet of men’s tennis, along with Roger 
Federer, Rafael Nadal and Novak Djokovic, 
Murray also won the 2012 U.S. Open and 
two Olympic singles gold medals. 

But all of his time away meant the former 
No. 1-ranked Murray has fallen out of the top 
150 and he was not seeded at Wimbledon. 

At a pre-tournament news conference 
Saturday, he said he planned to play in the 
tournament unless, he explained, “I wake 
up and don’t feel good.” 

He added: “There’s certain things that 
are still tricky and things I’m still trying 
to work through. These things are signifi¬ 
cantly better than what they were a few 
months ago. That’s for sure. But, you know, 
again, it just takes time.” 



Kirsty Wigglesworth/AP 


Andy Murray withdrew from Wimbledon 
on Sunday, citing his still-healing hip. 
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Clippers center DeAndre Jordan, left, reaches for a rebound along with Orlando Magic center Nikola Vucevic during ta game in Los 
Angeles in March. Jordan agreed to a one-year, $24.1 million deal with the Dallas Mavericks on Sunday. 

Free agency begins with flourish 

George defies expectations, resigns with Thunder; Durant, Paul staying put 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

Kevin Durant is staying put for now. So 
are Paul George and Chris Paul. 

Meanwhile, LeBron James’ next move 
remains unclear. 

Durant has decided to sign a two-year 
deal with the Golden State Warriors, a per¬ 
son familiar with the situation told The As¬ 
sociated Press on condition of anonymity 
Saturday because the deal cannot become 
official until the league’s offseason morato¬ 
rium ends on Friday. The deal comes with 
a player option for 2019-20, so Durant can 

— and likely will — become a free agent 
again next summer. 

So much for the notion that stars would 
wait for James to decide his future before 
they would decide theirs. 

Things went a very different way. 

Durant, Paul and George all knew what 
they were going to do even before the NBA’s 
moratorium — and the start of free agency 

— officially kicked in at 12:01 a.m. EDT on 
Sunday. So did plenty of other players, and 
by the time the moratorium was 2 hours 
old, nearly $700 million worth of deals had 
been agreed upon, based on figures con¬ 
firmed to the AP by people involved in the 
various decisions. 

Durant’s move is a win on multiple levels 
for the two-time defending NBA champion 
Warriors. Not only do they get to keep the 
2017 and 2018 NBA Finals MVP for about 
$30.5 million this coming season, around 
$5 million less than he could have com¬ 
manded if the deal was structured dif¬ 
ferently, but they also get some financial 
flexibility in the deal. 

They might need it, because the Western 
Conference is going to be loaded again. 

George took the stage at a party in 
Oklahoma City on Saturday night and an- 



SuE Ogrocki/AP 


Forward Paul Geoi^e agreed to a four- 
year deal with the Oklahoma City Thunder 
on Sunday worth roughly $135 million. 

nounced that he will be staying with the 
Thunder, a move that might have been un¬ 
expected a year ago when he was traded 
away by the Indiana Pacers — presumably 
because of the belief that he was already 
focused on joining his hometown Los An¬ 
geles Lakers in free agency. 

George agreed to a four-year deal that 
will be worth roughly $135 million, though 
he can opt out of the final season, accord¬ 
ing to a person familiar with the terms. 

“I’m here to stay,” George told the crowd 
at the party. 

Down in Houston, Paul has told Rockets 
fans the same thing. 


“UNFINISHED BUSINESS,” Paul 
wrote on Twitter at the exact moment that 
the calendar flipped to July 1 in the East, 
meaning the NBA’s free agency frenzy was 
officially open for the summer. 

His meaning was clear. The Rockets 
were tantalizingly close to a trip to the 
NBA Finals this spring, and Paul’s coming 
back to get over that hump. 

Paul averaged 18.6 points and 7.9 as¬ 
sists last season with Houston, which went 
65-17 led by Paul and newly minted NBA 
MVP James Harden. ESPN reported he is 
signing a four-year deal that will be worth 
$160 million. 

With Durant, George and Paul off the 
board, James is the biggest name left. 
Cavaliers general manager spoke Koby 
Altman on the phone to both James and his 
agent Rich Paul early Sunday, but there 
has been no indication when James will 
announce his plans. 

For Dallas, persistence paid off The Mav¬ 
ericks finally landed DeAndre Jordan. 

Jordan agreed to sign with Dallas three 
years ago, then changed his mind and so¬ 
cial media went beyond abuzz over what 
happened next. Former teammate Blake 
Griffin and coach Doc Rivers were part 
of a contingent that went to his house and 
stayed with him until the deal was official. 

But he agreed quickly this time to a one- 
year, $24.1 million deal and will finally be 
part of the Mavs. 

Denver added to the huge night of spend¬ 
ing out West when it got Will Barton to 
commit to staying in what will be a four- 
year deal that could be worth more than 
$50 million if he doesn’t opt out a year 
early, and that move comes on the cusp of 
the Nuggets getting talented big man Niko¬ 
la Jokic to stay in what will be a five-year 
deal worth nearly $150 million. 


76ers to meet 
with James’ 
agent in LA 

By Tom Withers 

Associated Press 

CLEVELAND—The Philadelphia 76ers 
are getting a chance to pitch their process 
to LeBron James. 

Representatives from the team will meet 
Sunday with James’ agent Rich Paul in Los 
Angeles, a person familiar with the plans 
told The Associated Press on condition of 
anonymity because of the sensitivity of the 
talks. 

James, who returned to Los Angeles 
from vacation Saturday before NBA free 
agency opened, will not take part in the 
meeting, the person said. 

The Sixers can offer James a chance to 
play alongside budding, young stars Ben 
Simmons and Joel Embiid as well as stay 
in the Eastern Con¬ 
ference, where the 
path to the NBA Fi¬ 
nals is far easier than 
out West. 

Philadelphia hasn’t 
hid its desire to land 
James, a three-time 
champion who would 
instantly make the 
club a championship 
contender. Earlier 
this season, James 
was flattered when a 
Pennsylvania compa¬ 
ny paid for three billboards in Ohio urging 
James to come to Philadelphia, where the 
club has been abiding by a “Trust The Pro¬ 
cess” mantra while rebuilding. 

Earlier Sunday, James had contact with 
the Cleveland Cavaliers, who are hoping 
to hang onto the best player in franchise 
history. 

Shortly after the 12:01 EDT a.m. start to 
free agency, Cavs general manager Koby 
Altman spoke on the phone to both James 
and Paul, the person said. 

James is also being pursued by the Lak¬ 
ers, who have enough salary-cap space to 
sign him and another star player. 

While there was a feverish flurry of 
activity involving big-named players in 
the opening hour of what has been billed 
as the Summer of LeBron, James did not 
announce where he’ll play next season 
and it’s not known if other moves, such as 
Paul George staying in Oklahoma City and 
Chris Paul staying in Houston, have affect¬ 
ed his thinking. 

James isn’t expected to drag his choice 
out over several days. He knows what he 
wants and he’s very familiar with the Cav¬ 
aliers after leading them to four straight 
NBA Finals since returning as a free agent 
in 2014 following four seasons in Miami. 
Because they own his “Bird rights” the 
Cavs can offer James more money than 
any other team — a five-year, $207 million 
deal. 

Now that some of the early dust has set¬ 
tled, the battle for him appears to be down 
to two teams: Cleveland vs. Los Angeles. 

But while the Cavs and Lakers appear to 
be the front-runners for James, the Sixers 
aren’t ready to give up the fight. Well, at 
least outspoken center Embiid isn’t. 

Embiid posted a message on Twitter that 
seemed to be directed at No. 23 and what 
it might be like to walk in the footsteps of 
Lakers legends like Johnson, Kobe Bryant, 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Wilt Chamberlain, 
Jerry West and Shaquille O’Neal. 

“The Lakers are FOREVER gonna be 
Kobe’s and Magic’s team,” Embiid wrote, 
referring to Kobe Bryant and Johnson. 
“Process that.” 



Janies 
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Star center Tavares picks Leafs 



Julio Cortez/AP 


Superstar center John Tavares is going home, agreeing to terms on a $77 million, seven-year contract 
with his childhood team, the Toronto Maple Leafs. Tavares announced his intentions to leave the New 
York Islanders on Twitter on Sunday. 


Report: Tour organizers 
don’t want Froome 

PARIS — Le Monde newspaper 
says Tour de France organizers 
have forbidden four-time cham¬ 
pion Chris Froome from taking 
part in this year’s race. 

According to the newspaper, 
Amaury Sport Organisation have 
informed Team Sky they don’t 
want Froome to be on the starting 
line in order to protect the image 
of the race because the British 
rider is at the center of an ongo¬ 
ing doping case. 

Le Monde says Team Sky has 
already lodged an appeal to the 
court of arbitration of the French 
Olympic Committee, which will 
debate the case on Tuesday and 
is expected to issue a decision on 
the following day. 

ASO did not comment on the 
report. Le Monde quoted a Team 
Sky spokesman saying “we are 
confident that Chris will be rid¬ 
ing the Tour as we know he has 
done nothing wrong.” 

Larson wins Xfinity race 
at Chicagoland 

JOLIET, Ill. — Kyle Larson 
used the high line at Chicagoland 
Speedway to pass Kevin Harvick 
and drive away to a dominant vic¬ 
tory in the NASCAR Xfinity Se¬ 
ries on Saturday. 

Riding near the wall at the 
bumpy 1.5-mile oval, Larson 
passed Harvick with about 60 
laps remaining in the 300-mile 
race. Brandon Jones moved into 
the top spot when he stayed on 
the track while the leaders went 
in for a pit stop, but the caution he 
needed never materialized and 
Larson pulled away when Jones 
finally went into pit road on a re¬ 
ally hot day all over the Midwest. 

Larson also won the pole, but 
the NASCAR Cup Series regular 
was sent to the back of the field 
because of an unapproved tire 
change after qualifying. It was 
his second win in three starts on 
the Xfinity Series this season. 

Harvick finished second, and 
Cole Custer was third after also 
starting at the back due to a tire 
issue. Daniel Suarez and Daniel 
Hemric rounded out the top five. 

In other auto racing news: 

■ Red Bull driver Max Ver- 
stappen won the Austrian Grand 
Prix on Sunday in Spielberg, Aus¬ 
tria as both Mercedes cars failed 
to finish. 

Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen and 
Sebastian Vettel came second 
and third. 


By John Wawrow 

Associated Press 

John Tavares is bidding Long 
Island goodbye for a chance to 
play for his hometown Toronto 
Maple Leafs. 

The New York Islanders cap¬ 
tain agreed to a $77 million, 
seven-year deal with Toronto and 
announced his long-awaited de¬ 
cision by posting a letter on his 
Twitter account about an hour 
after the free-agency signing pe¬ 
riod opened on Sunday. 

“The island, the fans, the or¬ 
ganization, my teammates will 
always be special to me and my 
family,” wrote Tavares, who is 
from Toronto’s suburb of Mis¬ 
sissauga. “But it’s time to live 
my childhood dream here in 
Toronto.” 

The 27-year-old Tavares was 
the highest-profile player on the 
market, and spent last week meet¬ 
ing with the Islanders, San Jose, 
Toronto, Dallas, Tampa Bay and 
Boston. By waiting until Sunday, 
Tavares gave up the opportunity 
to sign an eight-year extension 
with the Islanders. 

Adding Tavares is a boon to the 
Maple Leafs, who already feature 
2016 first-round draft pick, Aus- 
ton Matthews. 

And his departure presents a 
heavy blow to the Islanders, who 
selected Tavares with the No. 1 
pick in the 2009 draft. In a bid to 
retain Tavares, the team under¬ 
went an organizational makeover 
in recent months under still rela¬ 
tively new owners Scott Malkin 
and Jon Ledecky. They hired Lou 
Lamoriello as president of hockey 
operations and fresh Stanley Cup 
winner Barry Trotz as coach. 

Tavares’ signing overshadowed 
the day’s most notable other deal: 
James van Riemsdyk’s return to 
Philadelphia on a five-year, $35 
million contract. 

The five-time 20-goal-scorer 
spent his first three NHL seasons 
with the Flyers before being trad¬ 
ed to Toronto in June 2012. The 
6-foot-3, 217-pound left-winger 
provides the Flyers with more 
scoring punch on the power play 
and could be a long-term replace¬ 
ment for Wayne Simmons, who 
has one year left on his contract. 

Veteran defenseman Jack John¬ 
son is heading to Pittsburgh after 
agreeing to a five-year, $16.25 


million contract. The 31-year-old 
Johnson is a 12-year NHL vet¬ 
eran who spent the past six-plus 
seasons with the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. 

The Chicago Blackhawks made 
a splash by signing former Caro¬ 
lina starting goalie Cam Ward, 
forward Chris Kunitz and defen¬ 
seman Brandon Manning. Ward 
provides the Blackhawks veteran 
insurance after starter Corey 
Crawford missed most of last sea¬ 
son with an upper-body injury. 

The Buffalo Sabres filled a 
need at goaltender by signing for¬ 
mer St. Louis Blues backup Cart¬ 
er Hutton to a three-year, $8.25 
million deal. Hutton will share 
the starting duties with Linus 
Ullmark, who is pegged to make 
the jump to Buffalo after spend¬ 
ing the past three seasons devel¬ 
oping in the minors. 

Forward David Perron re¬ 
turned to St. Louis by signing a 
four-year, $16 million deal after 
setting career highs with 50 as¬ 
sists and 66 points last season 


with the expansion Vegas Golden 
Knights. St. Louis also signed 
center Tyler Bozak to a three- 
year, $15 million contract, and 
Sabres former backup goalie 
Chad Johnson. 

Other notable deals: 

■ Tomas Plekanec is back 
in Montreal after agreeing to a 
one-year, $2.25 million deal with 
the Canadiens. He spent his first 
13-plus seasons in Montreal be¬ 
fore being traded to Toronto in 
February. 

■ The Minnesota Wild reached 
agreements to sign forwards Matt 
Hendricks and Eric Fehr to one- 
year contracts. 

■ The Detroit Red Wings 
agreed to sign goalie Jonathan 
Bernier and Thomas Vanek. The 
29-year-old Bernier signed a 
three-year contract after going 
19-13-3 in 37 games with the Col¬ 
orado Avalanche. Vanek signed a 
one-year, $3 million contract to 
return to the Detroit Red Wings, 
where he spent a portion of the 
2016-17 season. Vanek opened 


last season with Vancouver and 
closed it in Columbus. 

■ The Arizona Coyotes signed 
All-Star defenseman Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson to an eight-year 
contract extension that averages 
$8.25 million per year. 

■ The Tampa Bay Lightning 
have signed defenseman Ryan 
McDonagh to a $47.25 million, 
seven-year contract extension. 

■ The Dallas Stars are bring¬ 
ing back winger Valeri Nichush- 
kin on a two-year, $5.9 million 
contract after their 10th overall 
pick in the 2013 draft spent the 
past two seasons playing in his 
native Russia. 

Once the free-agency frenzy 
is completed, the focus will shift 
to ongoing trade speculation and 
negotiations involving teams at¬ 
tempting to lock up star players to 
long-term contracts. Those play¬ 
ers include Sabres center Ryan 
O’Reilly, Ottawa captain Erik 
Karlsson and Nashville defense- 
man Ryan Ellis. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 

East Division 

W L Pet 

Boston 56 28 

New York 53 27 

Tampa Bay 41 41 

Toronto 39 43 

Baltimore 23 59 

Central Division 
Cleveland 44 37 

Minnesota 35 44 

Detroit 36 48 

Chicago 28 54 

Kansas City 25 57 

West Division 
Houston 55 30 

Seattie 53 31 

Oakland 46 38 

Los Angeles 43 41 .5iz iivz 

Texas 38 46 .452 16'/2 

National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 47 34 .580 - 

Philadelphia 44 37 .543 3 

Washington 42 39 .519 5 

Miami 34 50 .405 lA'A 

New York 32 48 .400 lA'A 

Central Division 

Milwaukee 48 34 .585 - 

Chicago 46 35 .568 IVi 

St. Louis 42 39 .519 5'/2 

Pittsburgh 39 43 .476 9 

Cincinnati 35 48 .422 13'/2 

West Division 

Arizona 47 36 .566 - 

Los Angeles 43 39 .524 3'/2 

San Francisco 44 40 .524 3'/2 

Colorado 41 42 .494 6 

San Diego 37 48 .435 11 

Friday’s games 
Chicago Cubs 10, Minnesota 6 
L.A. Angels 7, Baltimore 1 
N.Y. Yankees 8, Boston 1 
Toronto 3, Detroit 2 
Tampa Bay 3, Houston 2 
Texas 11, Chicago White Sox 3 
Oakland 3, Cleveland 1 
Seattle 4, Kansas City 1 
Washington 17, Philadelphia 7 
Miami 8, N.Y. Mets 2 
Milwaukee 8, Cincinnati 2 
Atlanta 5, St. Louis 1 
San Francisco 2, Arizona 1 
Colorado 3, L.A. Dodgers 1 
Pittsburgh 6, San Diego 3 
Saturday’s games 
Toronto 4, Detroit 3 
Chicago Cubs 14, Minnesota 9 
L.A. Angels 6, Baltimore 2 
Oakland 7, Cleveland 2 
Tampa Bay 5, Houston 2 
Boston 11, N.Y. Yankees 0 
Texas 13, Chicago White Sox 4 
Seattle 6, Kansas City 4 
Miami 5, N.Y. Mets 2 
Cincinnati 12, Milwaukee 3 
Philadelphia 3, Washington 2 
Colorado 3, L.A. Dodgers 1 
Atlanta 11, St. Louis 4 
San Diego 4, Pittsburgh 3 
San Francisco 7, Arizona 0 
Sunday’s games 
L.A. Angels at Baltimore 
Detroit at Toronto 
Houston at Tampa Bay 
Minnesota at Chicago Cubs 
Chicago White Sox at Texas 
Cleveland at Oakland 
Kansas City at Seattle 
Boston at N.Y. Yankees 
Milwaukee at Cincinnati 
N.Y. Mets at Miami 
Washington at Philadelphia 
Atlanta at St. Louis 
Colorado at L.A. Dodgers 
Pittsburgh at San Diego 
San Francisco at Arizona 
Monday’s games 

Detroit (Fiers 5-5) at Toronto (TBD) 
Atlanta (Sanchez 3-2) at N.Y. Yankees 
(German 2-4) 

Boston (Porcello 9-3) at Washington 
(Scherzer 10-4) 

Chicago White Sox (Shields 3-9) at 
Cincinnati (Castillo 5-8) 

Tampa Bay (Eovaldi 2-3) at Miami 
(Hernandez 0-5) 

Minnesota (Gibson 2-6) at Milwaukee 
(Suter 8-5) 

Cleveland (Kluber 11-4) at Kansas City 
(Junis 5-9) 

San Francisco (Bumgarner 1-2) at Col¬ 
orado (Freeland 7-6) 

St. Louis (Martinez 4-4) at Arizona 
(Ray 3-0) 

Pittsburgh (TBD) at L.A. Dodgers 
(Wood 4-5) 

Saturday 

Rockies 3, Dodgers 1 

Colorado Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

LMahieu2b 4 110 Pdersncf-lf 4 0 0 0 
BIckmoncf 4 0 10 Muncy 3b 4 0 10 
Arenado3b 4 0 0 0 M.Kemp If 3 0 0 0 

C.Gnzal rf 4 0 0 0 Hudson p 0 0 0 0 

Story ss 3 110 J.Trnerph 10 0 0 
Parra If 3 0 0 0 Bllngerlb 3 0 0 0 

Desmond lb 4 1 1 1 Grandal c 3 0 0 0 

Innettac 4 0 11 Puigrf 3 0 0 0 

Marquez p 3 0 10 K.Hrnan ss 3 1 1 1 

Ottvinop 0 0 0 0 Utley 2b 3 0 10 

Maedap 2 0 0 0 

Edw.Prd p 0 0 0 0 

C.Tylorcf 10 0 0 
Totals 33 3 6 2 Totals 30 1 3 1 

Colorado 000 110 100-3 

Los Angeles 000 001 000-1 

DP—Los Angeles 1. LOB—Colorado 5, Los 
Angeles 2. 2B-LeMahieu (16), Story (22). 
HR—Desmond (17), K.Hernandez (14). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Marquez W,6-8 8 2 1 1 0 9 

Ottavino S,2-4 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Los Angeles 

Maedal,5-5 7 5 3 2 2 9 

Paredes 0 10000 

Hudson 2 0 0 0 0 3 

Edw.Paredes pitched to 1 batter in the 
8th T-2:39. A-46,172 (56,000). 


Braves 11, Cardinals 4 

Atlanta St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Incarte Cf 5 2 2 0 M.Crpnt3b 2 0 0 0 

Albies2b 5 2 3 2 Grciaph-3b 3 0 10 

F.Frman lb 4 110 Pham cf 3 0 0 0 

R. FIhrtlb 0 0 0 0 Mrtinzlb-rf4 1 1 1 

Mrkakisrf 3 2 2 5 Ozunalf 3 0 0 0 

Da.Sntnrf 1 0 0 0 Cecil p 0 0 0 0 

Suzuki c 5 0 10 Gomberp 0 0 0 0 

Acuna If 5 3 3 2 Norris p 0 0 0 0 

Camargo3b 3 0 11 De.FwIrph 1110 

Swanson ss 5 0 11 Y.Mlinac 10 10 

Fried p 4 110 Penac 2 110 

Wislerp 0 0 0 0 Gyrko2b-lb 3 0 0 1 

S. Frman p 0 0 0 0 Bader rf-lf 3 12 1 

Munoz ss 4 0 11 

Weaver p 10 10 

Brebbiap 10 0 0 

Wong 2b 2 0 0 0 

Totals 401115 11 Totals 33 4 9 4 
Atlanta 020 062 001-11 

St. Louis 000 000 004- 4 

E-Pham (5), Acuna (2). DP-Atlanta 2. 
LOB-Atlanta 6, St. Louis 6. 2B-lnciarte 

(12) , Albies (27), Markakis (26), Suzuki 

(13) , Acuna (8), Bader (4), Munoz (4). 
HR—Markakis (9), Acuna (6), Martinez 
(13). SF—Markakis (5), Camargo (1), Gy- 
orko (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Atlanta 

Fried W,1-2 62/5 4 0 0 3 11 

Wisler 1?5 5 4 4 0 2 

Freeman ^3 0 0 0 0 0 

St. Louis 

Weaver L,4-7 4^,5 10 8 8 2 5 

Brebbia I'/s 3 2 2 0 0 

Cecil 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Gomber 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Norris 1 110 0 1 

WP-Wisler. T-3:ll. A-46,667 

(45,538). 

Phillies 3, Nationals 2 

Washington Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Eaton rf 5 0 10 C.Hman2b 4 0 10 

T. Trnerss 3 0 10 Hoskins If 3 0 0 0 

Harper cf 2 0 0 0 O.Hrrracf 4 111 

Rendon 3b 4 12 1 C.Sntna lb 3 0 0 0 

J. Sotolf 4 0 0 0 N.WIImsrf 4 0 10 

Mar.Rynlb 3 0 10 Kingeryss 4 0 0 0 

Difo2b 4 110 Vlentin3b 4 12 0 

Kieboomc 3 0 11 Alfaro c 3 111 

Goodwin ph 1 0 0 0 Vlasqez p 0 0 0 0 

Hlicksnp 2 0 0 0 Cozens ph 10 0 0 

Ju.MlIrp 0 0 0 0 Aranop 0 0 0 0 

M.Tylorph 1 0 0 0 Altherr ph 10 11 
Madson p 0 0 0 0 Hunter p 0 0 0 0 

K. Hrrrap 0 0 0 0 Franco ph 0 0 0 0 

D.Mrphy ph 1 0 1 0 Morgan p 0 0 0 0 

P.Svrnopr 0 0 0 0 Riosp 0 0 0 0 

Dmnguezp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 33 2 8 2 Totals 31 3 7 3 

Washington 010 001 000-2 

Philadelphia 001 200 OOx—3 

E—Velasquez (2). DP—Philadelphia 

1. LOB-WashIngton 8, Philadelphia 7. 
2B-Kieboom (2), D.Murphy (2), Valentin 
(3), Alfaro (10), Altherr (6). 3B-Valen- 
tin (1). HR—Rendon Ul), O.Herrera (14). 
CS-T.Turner (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Red Sox 11, Yankees 0 

Boston New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Betts rf 4 2 2 0 A.Hicks cf 3 0 0 0 

Bnntndi If 5 0 11 Judge rf 4 0 0 0 

J.Mrtindh 4 13 3 Stanton dh 4 0 10 

Mreland lb 4 10 0 G.Trres2b 4 0 10 

Pearce lb 0 0 0 0 Grgrius ss 4 0 0 0 

Bgaertsss 5 12 0 Andujar3b 3 0 0 0 

Devers3b 5 3 5 4 Drury lb 3 0 0 0 

Nunez 2b 4 0 0 0 Au.Rmnec 10 0 0 

Holt 2b 10 11 Hgshokac 10 0 0 

Leone 4 2 2 2 Gardner If 2 0 0 0 

Swihartc 10 0 0 
BrdlyJcf 5 110 

Totals 421117 11 Totals 29 0 2 0 
Boston 420 001 211-11 

New York 000 000 000- 0 

DP—New York 1. LOB—Boston 8, New 
York 5.2B-Betts (21), Devers (19), Leon (5). 
HR-Devers (14), Leon (4). SB-Benintendi 
(15), Bradley Jr. (9). SF-J.MartInez (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Boston 

Sale W,8-4 7 1 0 0 1 11 

Hembree 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Velazquez 1 1 0 0 0 0 

New York 

Gray L,5-6 2'/3 7 6 6 2 0 

Warren 2% 2 0 0 0 4 

Gallegos 2 4 3 3 1 3 

Holder 1 2 110 0 

Shreve 1 2 110 2 

HBP-by Sale (Hicks). WP-Sale, 
Shreve. T-3:17. A-47,125 (47,309). 

Rays 5, Astros 2 


Houston 


0 0 12 
0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 1 


Madson 
Herrera 
Philadelphia 
Velasquez 2 3 1113 

Arano W,l-0 2 1 0 0 0 1 

Hunter 2 2 1114 

Morgan H,ll 1 10 0 11 

Rios H,2 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Dominguezs,7-8 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Morgan pitched to 2 batters in the 
8th HBP-by Arano (Turner). T-3:20. A- 
42,746 (43,647). 

Cubs 14, Twins 9 

Minnesota Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mauerlb 5 0 2 3 Almoracf 3 13 2 

E.Escbr3b 3 10 1 M.Mntgm pr 0 0 0 0 

E.Rsriolf 3 12 2 Densingp 0 0 0 0 

Astdilo If-cf 2 0 11 J.WIson p 0 0 0 0 

B.Dzier2b 3 10 0 Schwrbrph 0 10 0 
Kepler rf-cf 4 110 Bassp 0 0 0 0 

Mrrisonlf 1 0 0 0 LStla3b-2b-3bl 0 1 0 

Adranzass 5 12 2 Heyward rf 6 2 4 2 

Caveef 3 110 Baez 2b-3b-2b6 2 2 2 

Ad.Reedp 0 0 0 0 Rizzo lb 5 12 1 

Dukep 1 0 0 0 Cntrrasc 3 111 

HIdnbrgp 0 0 0 0 Zobristif 2 0 2 3 

Belislep 0 0 0 0 Russell ss 5 12 1 

Odrizzi ph 1 0 0 0 Bote 3b 3 3 11 

B.WIsonc 1 2 0 0 Strop p 0 0 0 0 

Garverc 1 0 0 0 Chtwood p 10 0 0 

A.Mejiap 1 0 0 0 Happ ph-cf 3 2 2 1 

Grssmnph-rf3 12 0 

Totals 37 911 9 Totals 38142014 
Minnesota 030 042 000- 9 

Chicago 003 150 50x-14 

DP—Minnesota 2. LOB—Minnesota 7, 
Chicago 11.2B—Mauer (11), La Stella (3), 

J.Baez (19), I.Happ (10). HR—E.Rosario 
(18). SB-Kepler (3). SF-E.Escobar (3), 
Almora (3), Contreras (2), Zobrist (2). 
S—Chatwood (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Minnesota 

Mejia 4 6 4 4 3 1 

Reed ^3 4 4 4 0 1 

Duke l'/3 4 110 1 

Hildenberger L,l-2 '/3 4 5 5 4 0 

Belisle mi 0 0 0 2 

Chicago 

Chatwood 5 7 7 7 3 6 

Duensing BS,2 1 2 2 2 2 0 

Wilson W,2-2 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Bass '73 2 0 0 0 0 

Strop mo 0 0 0 2 

WP-MeJia. T-3:44. A-40,950 

(41,649). 


Span( 
(16), F 
( 1 ). 


0 0 2 5 
0 0 0 2 
0 0 0 2 


1 6 


Tampa Bay 

h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngerrf 4 10 0 Krmaiercf 3 2 10 

Bregman3b 4 112 M.Duffy 3b 4 2 3 0 

Altuve2b 4 0 2 0 Bauersdh 3 110 

Gattisdh 4 0 10 W.Ramosc 3 0 2 4 

Reddick If 4 0 10 Wendlelf 3 0 11 

White lb 3 0 0 0 Dan.Rbr2b 4 0 10 

M.Gnzal ss 4 0 0 0 Cron lb 4 0 0 0 

B.McCnnc 3 0 0 0 Gomez rf 4 0 10 

Mrsnickef 3 0 0 0 Hchvrrass 4 0 0 0 

Totals 33 2 5 2 Totals 32 510 5 

Houston 000 002 000-2 

Tampa Bay 320 000 OOx—5 

E—Hechavarria (1). DP—Houston 1. 
LOB—Houston 5, Tampa Bay 7. 2B—Red¬ 
dick (8), W.Ramos (10). HR—Bregman 
(16). SB-Reddick (3). SF-Wendle (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

Verlander L,9-4 5 9 5 5 1 8 

Harris 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Sipp 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Giles 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Tampa Bay 

Stanek 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Nuno W,2-0 4% 4 2 10 4 

Alvarado H,17 I'A 0 0 0 1 2 

Roe H,19 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Romo S,7-ll 1 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP-by Verlander (Klermaler). T— 
2:39. A-18,378 (42,735). 

Mariners 6, Royals 4 

Kansas City Seattle 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mrrfeld2b 5 13 0 D.Grdon2b 5 0 0 0 

R. Hrrradh 4 111 Segura ss 4 110 

Mstakas3b 4 12 3 Hanigrcf-rf4 1 3 1 

S. Perezc 4 0 10 Cruzdh 4 12 0 

Dudalb 4 0 0 0 Seager3b 4 0 0 0 

Bnfacio rf 4 0 2 0 Span If 4 12 1 

A.Grdonlf 3 0 0 0 Heredia cf 0 0 0 0 

A.Escbrcf 4 0 0 0 Healy lb 4 14 3 

Mondesi ss 4 1 0 0 Gamel rf-lf 4 12 0 

Zunino c 3 0 0 1 

Totals 36 4 9 4 Totals 36 614 6 

Kansas City 300 000 100-4 

Seattle 132 000 OOx-6 

E-Healy (5). DP-Kansas City 1. LOB- 
Kansas City 8, Seattle 7.2B-Hanlger (15), 
^ -n (12). 3B-Gamel (3). HR-Moustakas 
, Healy (16). SF—R.Herrera (1), Zunino 

H R ER BB SO 


Kansas City 

Hammel L,2-10 6 13 6 6 0 4 

Fillmyer 2 1 0 0 0 2 

Seattle 

Hernandez W,8-6 5 6 3 3 1 5 

Pazos H,13 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Nicasio H,17 1 110 0 1 

Colome H,10 1 10 0 10 

DiazS,31-34 1 0 0 0 0 0 

WP-Colome, Fillmyer. T-2:38. A- 
33,395 (47,943). 

Blue Jays 4, Tigers 3 

Detroit Toronto 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Martin cf 4 0 10 Grichukrf 4 112 

Cstllnsrf 4 12 2 T.Hrnnd If 3 0 0 0 

Cndlrio3b 3 0 10 Solarte3b 3 0 2 0 

V.Mrtindh 4 0 0 0 Morales dh 4 0 0 0 

Goodrum2b 4 0 0 0 Smoak lb 4 111 

Joh.Hcklb 3 111 Pillar cf 3 110 

Greiner c 3 0 10 Mailec 2 0 0 0 

V.Reyespr 0 0 0 0 A.Diazss 3 110 

J.McCnnc 0 0 0 0 D.Trvis2b 3 0 11 

J.lgissss 4 110 

J.JonesIf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 32 3 7 3 Totals 29 4 7 4 

Detroit 012 000 000-3 

Toronto 000 030 001-4 

E-Solarte (3). DP-Detroit 1. LOB-De- 
troit 6, Toronto 4.2B—Candelario (17), Pil¬ 
lar (25). HR-Castellanos (12), Joh.Hicks 
(7), Grichuk (10), Smoak (11). SB-Sol- 
arte (1). CS—Candelario (1), Greiner (1). 
S-J.Jones (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Detroit 

Boyd 6 4 3 3 2 7 

Wilson l'/3 1 0 0 10 

Jimenez L,3-l % 2 110 1 

Toronto 

Gaviglio 7 4 3 3 3 5 

Biagini 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Oh W,4-2 1 1 0 0 0 1 

T-2:38. A-27,066 (53,506). 


Giants 7, Diamondbacks 0 

San Francisco Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Hanson If 5 0 0 0 Jay rf 4 0 0 0 

Posey c 5 13 0 GIdschm lb 4 0 0 0 

McCtchnrf 5 2 3 1 Ja.Lamb3b 3 0 0 0 

Belt lb 4 110 D.PrItalf 3 0 2 0 

B.Crwfrss 3 2 12 Dscalso2b 4 0 0 0 

Sndoval3b 5 0 12 K.Martess 3 0 2 0 

Panik2b 3 112 Ahmed pr-sslO 1 0 

G.Hrnancf 4 0 2 0 J.Mrphyc 4 0 10 

D. Rdrgzp 3 0 0 0 J.Dyson cf 3 0 10 

Blachp 1 0 0 0 S.MIIerp 10 0 0 

Gearrin p 0 0 0 0 C.WIker ph 10 0 0 

McFrInd p 0 0 0 0 

Owings ph 10 0 0 

Sherfy p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 38 712 7 Totals 32 0 7 0 
San Francisco 014 100 010—7 

Arizona 000 000 000-0 

E—B.Crawford (7). LOB—San Fran¬ 
cisco 8, Arizona 7. 2B—D.Peralta 2 (16). 
HR—McCutchen (9), B.Crawford QO), 
Panik(4). SF-Panik(2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

Rodriguez W,3-l 
Blach 
Gearrin 
Arizona 
Miller L,0-2 

McFarland z i u u u z 

Sherfy 2 2 112 2 

T-2:51. A-38,117 (48,519). 

Athletics 7, Indians 2 

Cleveland Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Lindorss 4 111 Du.FwIrcf 4 2 2 1 

Brntleylf 4 0 10 Canhalf 3 111 

J. Rmirz3b 3 111 Lowrie3b 2 10 0 

Encrncodh 3 0 0 0 K.Davisdh 3 0 11 

Alonso lb 4 0 0 0 M.OIson lb 4 1 1 2 

Chsnhilrf 2 0 0 0 Pscotty rf 4 0 10 

Guyerph-rf 1 0 0 0 Semienss 4 0 0 0 

Kipnis2b 2 0 0 0 Barreto 2b 3 110 

Gomes c 3 0 0 0 Phegleyc 3 112 

Naquin cf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 29 2 3 2 Totals 30 7 8 7 

Cleveland 000 200 000-2 

Oakland 000 003 04x-7 

E—Gomes (6). DP—Oakland 1. LOB— 
Cleveland 3, Oakland 3. 2B—Canha (13), 

K. DavIs (14), Barreto (3). HR-LIndor (20), 
J.RamIrez (24), Du.Fowler (5), M.OIson 
(18), Phegley (2). SF-K.Davis (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Cleveland 

Plutko L,4-2 5% 5 3 3 1 3 

Perez 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Otero I'A 1 110 3 

Tomlin '/3 2 3 3 2 0 

Kontos 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Oakland 

Jackson W,1-0 6% 2 2 2 0 6 

Buchter H,6 'AO 0 0 0 1 

Pagan H,4 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Casilla 'A 1 0 0 11 

Trivino S,3-4 % 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP-by Casilla (Ramirez). WP—Pa¬ 
gan, Tomlin, Kontos. T-2:50. A-17,748 
(46,765). 

Padres 4, Pirates 3 

Pittsburgh San Diego 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

S.Martecf 5 0 0 0 Jnkwskicf 3 0 0 0 

J.Bell lb 3 0 10 Myers If 4 12 3 

Hrrison2b 4 10 0 Hosmer lb 4 0 0 0 

Freese 3b 4 0 2 0 Renfroerf 4 0 0 0 

E. Diazc 4 111 Vllneva3b 3 110 

Meadows If 3 111 Pirela2b 3 0 2 0 
Polanco rf 2 0 2 1 Galvisss 3 0 0 1 

Mercer ss 4 0 0 0 Hedges c 2 10 0 

Tr.Wllm p 2 0 0 0 Lcchesi p 10 0 0 

Rich.Rd p 0 0 0 0 Szczurph 0 10 0 

Moran ph 1 0 0 0 Strahm p 0 0 0 0 

Glasnowp 0 0 0 0 Stammen p 0 0 0 0 

Osunaph 1 0 0 0 Spngnbrph 10 0 0 

Yatesp 0000 
Hand p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 33 3 7 3 Totals 28 4 5 4 

Pittsburgh 000 001 002-3 

San Diego 011 020 OOx-4 

DP-San Diego 1. LOB-Pittsburgh 7, 
San Diego 3. 2B—Freese (5), E.Diaz (5), 
Meadows (7), Polanco (20), Myers (5), 
Villanueva (10), PIrela (18). 3B—Polanco 
(2). HR-Myers (2). S-JankowskI (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Pittsburgh 

Williams L,6-6 41^ 4 4 4 2 4 

Rodriguez I'A 1 0 0 0 2 

Glasnow 2 0 0 0 0 3 

San Diego 

Lucchesi W,4-3 5 1 0 0 4 5 

Strahm 1 2 110 1 

Stammen H,14 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Yates H,16 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Hand S,23-27 1 3 2 2 0 1 

T-2:48. A-32,418 (42,445). 

Rangers 13, White Sox 4 

Chicago Texas 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Moncada2b 4 0 10 DSheldscf 4 111 

Y.Sanch3b 4 0 2 1 Andrus ss 5 112 

J.Abreulb 4 0 10 Mazararf 5 12 1 

A.Grciarf 5 111 Beltredh 4 12 0 

L. Grcialf 5 0 0 0 Odor 2b 4 2 10 

Dvidsondh 4 2 3 1 Profar3b 4 2 2 2 

Ti.Andrss 4 0 10 R.Chrnsc 4 12 3 

Narvaez c 3 110 Gallo lb 3 2 11 

Engel cf 3 0 2 1 Rua If 3 111 

Palkaph 1 0 0 0 Tocci If 0 10 1 

Tilsoncf 0 0 0 0 

Totals 37 4 12 4 Totals 36131312 
Chicago 020 001 100- 4 

Texas 001 310 17x-13 

E-Minaya (2), Narvaez (3). DP-Tex- 

as 1. LOB—Chicago 10, Texas 5. 2B— 
Y.Sanchez (14), Davidson (12), Engel (9), 
Profar (22), R.Chirinos (11). 3B—Andrus 
(1). HR—A.Garcia (4), Davidson (14), 
Gallo (20), Rua (4). SB-DeShlelds (16). 
SF-Y.Sanchez (3), DeShields (1). 


Chicago 

Rodon L,l-3 5'A 6 5 5 2 3 

Minaya I'A 1 10 0 3 

Avilan 'A 2 2 2 0 0 

Rondon 'A 4 5 5 2 0 

Fry % 0 0 0 1 1 

Texas 

Colon W,5-5 5 7 3 3 2 2 

Chavez H,2 2 3 1 1 0 1 

Diekman H,9 'A 1 0 0 10 

Leclerc H,9 % 0 0 0 0 2 

Martin 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Colon pitched to 1 batter in the 6th 
Avilan pitched to 2 batters in the 8th 
T-3:28. A-28,138 (49,115). 

Marlins 5, Mets 2 

New York Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Nimmocf 4 0 0 0 Detrich If 3 2 10 

J.Btstarf 4 111 Rojas lb 0 0 0 0 

A.Cbrra2b 4 0 0 0 Bri.And rf 4 2 12 

Cnfortolf 4 0 10 Ralmutoc 4 0 12 

Flores lb 4 0 10 Bourlb 3 10 0 

T.Frzer3b 4 111 Stcknrd p 0 0 0 0 

Msoracoc 4 0 10 Brrcighp 0 0 0 0 

A. Rsrioss 2 0 10 S.Cstro2b 4 0 3 0 

deGromp 1 0 0 0 Riddle ss 4 0 11 

Jo.Ryesph 1 0 0 0 Brinson cf 4 0 10 

Gsllmanp 0 0 0 0 Rivera 3b 3 0 0 0 

Swarzak p 0 0 0 0 P.Lopez p 10 0 0 

Shuckph 1000 
Conley p 0 0 0 0 
Maybn ph-lf 10 10 
Totals 32 2 6 2 Totals 32 5 9 5 

New York 100 001 000-2 

Miami 000 003 20x-S 

E-A.Rosario (7). LOB-New York 5, 
Miami 5. 2B—Flores (12), Realmuto (19). 
HR-J.Bautlsta (5), T.Frazier (9), Brl.An- 
derson (5). CS-S.Castro (1), Riddle (1). 
S—deGrom (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

deGrom L,5-4 6 6 3 3 1 8 

Gsellman 1 2 2 0 0 1 

Swarzak 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Miami 

Lopez W,1-0 6 6 2 2 1 5 

Conley H,5 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Steckenrider H,ll 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Barraclough S,8-10 1 0 0 0 0 2 

HBP-by deGrom (Dietrich). T-2:23. 
A-10,523 (36,742). 

Reds 12, Brewers 3 

Milwaukee Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

B. MIIerss 4 0 10 Schbiref-rf 3 0 0 1 

Ta.WIImp 0 0 0 0 Perazass 5 110 

Zgurskip 0 0 0 0 Votto lb 4 110 

Sogard If 1 0 0 0 Dixon lb 0 0 0 0 

Thames If-rf 3 111 Gennett2b 4 3 3 1 
Aguilar lb 4 0 0 0 Suarez 3b 4 12 0 

T.Shaw3b 2 0 0 0 Winker rf 3 0 11 

H.Perez rf 4 110 Hmiltnpr-cfl 2 10 

J. Brnesp 0 0 0 0 Duvall If 4 2 2 3 

Pinac 0 0 0 0 Casali c 10 0 0 

Villar2b 4 111 Brnhrt ph-c 2 12 2 
Broxtonef 4 0 0 0 Mahlep 2 0 10 

Kratze-p 4 0 0 1 Crekettp 0 0 0 0 

Chacin p 3 0 10 BIndinoph 10 0 0 

Arciapr-ss 1 0 0 0 D.Hrnnd p 0 0 0 0 

Lrenzen ph 1 1 1 4 

Floro p 10 0 0 

Totals 34 3 5 3 Totals 36121512 
Milwaukee 100 002 000- 3 

Cincinnati 000 011 82x-12 

E—Gennett (7), Suarez (9), Sogard (3). 
LOB—Milwaukee 8, Cincinnati 9. 2B— 
B.Miller (12), Villar (8), Gennett (20). HR- 
Thames (11), Lorenzen (3). SF—Schebler 
(2), Barnhart (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Chacin 5 4 113 5 

Williams H,3 1 4 2 2 1 1 

Zagurski L,0-1 BS,1 0 2 4 4 2 0 

Barnes 1 3 3 3 0 1 

Cincinnati 

Mahle ms 3 1 3 12 

Crockett 'AO 0 0 0 1 

Hernandez W,3-0 1 0 0 0 1 2 

Floro 2 0 0 0 0 3 

Ta.Williams pitched to 1 batter in the 
7th Zagurski pitched to 4 batters in the 
7th WP-Williams. T-3:20. A-24,640 
(42,319). 

Angels 6, Orioles 2 

Los Angeles Baltimore 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

K. CIhun rf 5 0 0 0 T.Bckhm 3b 4 1 2 0 

Trout cf 3 10 0 A.Jonescf 4 110 

Upton If 3 2 10 M.Mchdoss4 0 2 1 

Pujols dh 5 0 11 VIenciarf 3 0 0 1 

Simmons ss 3 111 Mancini If 2 0 0 0 
VIbuenalb 3 0 0 0 Rasmus pr-lfl 0 0 0 

Young ph 110 1 Trumbodh 3 0 0 0 

Cowart lb 0 0 0 0 C.Davis lb 4 0 10 

Kinsler2b 3 12 0 S.WIkrs2b 4 0 0 0 

MIdnadoc 3 0 0 1 Joseph c 3 0 0 0 

Fltcher3b 4 0 2 2 Sisco ph 10 0 0 

Totals 33 6 7 6 Totals 33 2 6 2 

Los Angeles 000 100 050-6 

Baltimore 200 000 000-2 

E—Skaggs (1), Upton (2), Valbuena (4). 
LOB—Los Angeles 7, Baltimore 7.2B—Up¬ 
ton (10), Pujols (13), Kinsler (15). SF-Va- 
lencia (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Skaggs 5 4 2 1 1 6 

Ramirez % 0 0 0 1 0 

Alvarez 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Anderson W,2-2 I'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Parker 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Baltimore 

Cashner 6 41124 

Brach H,2 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Givens L,0-6 BS,2 'A 1 3 3 2 0 

Scott % 2 2 2 1 0 

Britton 1 0 0 0 1 0 

HBP-by Scott (Maldonado). WP-Giv- 
ens. T-3:09. A-38,838 (45,971). 
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Red Sox's Sale too much for Yankees again 


Devers goes 5-for-5 
with a grand slam 
to back Boston ace 

By Jake Seiner 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Chris Sale got 
an earful from the biggest crowd 
at Yankee Stadium this season 
while walking from the bullpen to 
the bench prior to the first pitch. 

The Red Sox ace said he didn’t 
hear the boos and insults. 

By the second inning, the cat¬ 
calls weren’t for him, anyway. 

Sale pitched his latest Bronx 
gem, Rafael Devers went 5-for- 
5 with a first-inning grand slam 
and Boston held New York to two 
hits during an 11-0 rout Saturday 
night to take back baseball’s best 
record. 

Sale (8-4) allowed only 
Giancarlo Stanton’s clean single 
over seven innings, striking out 
11. He has a 1.73 career ERA 
against the Yankees, best among 
pitchers with at least 10 starts 
against them since 1920. His 
ERA at Yankee Stadium is 1.86, 
second only to Seattle’s Felix 
Hernandez among pitchers with 
five starts. 

“He looks like the best pitcher 
in the big leagues right now,” Red 
Sox manager Alex Cora said. 

Boston is a m^or league-lead¬ 
ing 56-28, just ahead of the Yan¬ 
kees at 53-27. New York held the 
best mark by percentage points 
after winning Friday’s series 
opener 8-1. 

Yankee Stadium hosted a sea¬ 



Photos by Julie Jacobson/AP 

Red Sox center fielder Jackie Bradley Jr. makes a catch at the wall on a ball hit by the Yankees’ Aaron 
Hicks during the third inning of Saturday’s game in New York. Boston won 11-0. 


son-high sellout of 47,125, and the 
crowd ripped into starter Sonny 
Gray (5-6) after he gave up six 
runs in 2 Vs innings. The right¬ 


hander dropped to 0-4 with a 9.35 
ERA against Boston since being 
acquired by New York from Oak¬ 
land last season. 


Devers had a career-best five 
hits. He nearly socked another 
homer in the seventh, but right 
fielder Aaron Judge reached over 


Did you know 




Bostons’ 

Chris Sale 
has a 1.73 
career ERA 
against the 
Yankees, best among 
pitchers with at least 
10 starts against them 
since 1920. 



SOURCE: Associated Press 

the wall and knocked Devers’ 
shot back into play with his glove. 
Devers ended up with a double 
following a video review. 

New York had won seven 
consecutive games against 
left-handed starters and was a 
mqjor league-best 19-5 against 
them this season, but Sale had 
them spinning. The Yankees hit 
just four balls out of the infield 
against Sale, and he retired his 
final 16 batters. 


Roundup 


Rodriguez strong, D-backs’ Miller falters in Giants’ win 


Associated Press 

PHOENIX — For the second night in a 
row, a young San Francisco pitcher shut 
down the Arizona Diamondbacks. 

This time, Dereck Rodriguez blanked 
them into the seventh inning and the Gi¬ 
ants made it two straight wins in Arizona 
with a 7-0 victory Saturday. 

Rodriguez’s performance came a night 
after Andrew Suarez allowed one run in 
six innings during San Francisco’s 2-1 se¬ 
ries-opening victory. The NL West-leading 
Diamondbacks have managed just one run 
in the last 18 innings. 

“It’s big,” Rodriguez said. “They’re lead¬ 
ing our division and we come in and shut 
them down. That’s big for our team and our 
pitching staff, gives us some momentum.” 

Rodriguez (3-1), the son of Hall of Fame 
catcher Ivan “Pudge” Rodriguez, allowed 
six hits in 6 V 3 innings, struck out five and 
walked two in his sixth mqjor league start. 
In his last two starts, the 26-year-old righty 
has given up one run in 13 Vs innings. 

In his second start since returning from 
Tommy John surgery, Arizona’s Shelby 
Miller (0-2) was tagged for six runs and 
seven hits in five innings. He struck out six 
and walked one, throwing 96 pitches. In his 
debut Monday night at Miami, Miller gave 
up five runs and six hits in 3^/3 innings of a 
9-5 loss to the Marlins. 

The Giants have won nine of 11 to pull 



Matt Yohk/AP 


San Francisco starter Dereck Rodriguez 
dominated his sixth major league start, 
allowing six hits in 6% innings, with five 
strikeouts and two walks. 

into a tie with the Los Angeles Dodgers for 
second in the NL West, 3 Vi games behind 
the first-place Diamondbacks. 


Rangers 13, White Sox 4: Bartolo 
Colon overcame a sluggish start to earn his 
245th mqjor league win and match Dennis 
Martinez for the most by a pitcher from 
Latin America when Texas beat visiting 
Chicago. 

Colon already had the most wins by a 
pitcher born in the Dominican Repub¬ 
lic, having surpassed Hall of Famer Juan 
Marichal for that distinction with his 244th 
victory at Kansas City on June 18, six days 
before a loss at Minnesota. Colon won in 
his first start at home since June 6 to match 
Martinez, who is from Nicaragua. 

Mariners 6, Royals 4: Ryon Healy had 
four hits, including a homer, and drove in 
three runs to lead host Seattle over Kansas 
City. 

I^dres 4, Pirates 3: Wil Myers hom- 
ered, doubled and drove in three runs, and 
rookie Joey Lucchesi threw five scoreless 
innings to send San Diego past visiting 
Pittsburgh. 

Blue Jays 4, Tigers 3: Justin Smoak led 
off the bottom of the ninth inning with a 
home run and host Toronto handed Detroit 
its 11th straight loss. 

Rays 5, Astros 2: At St. Petersburg, Fla., 
Wilson Ramos drove in four runs in the 
first two innings against Justin Verlander, 
and Tampa Bay won for the seventh time 
in eight games. 

Phillies 3, Nationals 2: Hit on his pitch¬ 
ing arm by a line drive, Phillies right¬ 


hander Vince Velasquez made a dazzling 
throw with his left hand, and Philadelphia 
overcame an injury to its starting pitcher 
to beat visiting Washington. 

Rockies 3, Dodgers 1: German Mar¬ 
quez pitched two-hit ball over eight innings 
and Ian Desmond homered to help Colora¬ 
do beat host Los Angeles. 

Marlins 5, Mets 2: At Miami, Brian An¬ 
derson hit a two-run homer off Jacob de- 
Grom and the Marlins climbed out of last 
place in the NL East. 

Cubs 14, IVvins 9: Minnesota’s Eddie 
Rosario, Bobby Wilson and Max Kepler 
all left early because of heat illness on a 
scorching afternoon at Wrigley Field in the 
Cubs’ win. 

Athletics 7, Indians 2: Journeyman 
Edwin Jackson earned his first win with 
host Oakland, pitching neatly into the sev¬ 
enth inning as the Athletics got their sea¬ 
son-high sixth straight victory. 

Angels 6, Orioles 2: Albert Pujols’ RBI 
double highlighted a five-run eighth inning 
and visiting Los Angeles handed Baltimore 
its seventh straight loss. 

Reds 12, Brewers 3: Reliever Michael 
Lorenzen hit the second grand slam by a 
Reds pitcher in a week, and host Cincinnati 
snapped a seven game losing streak. 

Braves 11, Cardinals 4: NickMarkakis 
hit a grand slam. Max Fried took a shutout 
into the seventh inning and visiting Atlanta 
beat St. Louis. 
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Mexico players participate in the training session in Moscow on Friday in preparation for the World Cup 
knockout round game against five-time champ Brazil. 

More history for Mexico? 

Finally vanquishing Brazil will also earn El Tri fifth game 


By Anne M. Peterson 

Associated Press 

SAMARA, Russia — The elusive “quinto partido” 
is fueling Mexico ahead of its daunting knockout 
round opener against Brazil. 

The phrase, which means fifth game, refers to the 
quarterfinals at the World Cup. Mexico has made it 
to the round of 16 for the past six tournaments but 
hasn’t been able to advance any further. 

If they can beat Neymar and the Brazilians, El Tri 
will reach that quinto partido. But that’s a big if 

Mexico has already made history in Russia, beat¬ 
ing defending champion Germany 1-0 in the group 
opener. It was Mexico’s first victory over the Ger¬ 
mans in a competitive match — and first in any 
game since 1985. The loss later figured in Germa¬ 
ny’s elimination in Russia. 

“We’re motivated by the fact that we’re in the 
knockout stage, facing Brazil and one victory from 
reaching the fifth game,” captain Andres Guar¬ 
dado said. “It doesn’t go through my mind to think 
that this will be the last game that I’m going to play 
with the national team at a 
World Cup. We advanced 
despite a difficult group, 
and we’re here. It’s in our 
hands.” 

Mexico is coming off a 
disappointing 3-0 loss to 
count once the S^^^en in its group stage 
finale. That result, com¬ 
bined with South Korea’s 
2-0 shocking upset against 
Germany, gave Sweden 
... , . the top spot in the group 

Mexico captain 

runner-up. 

For winning the group, Sweden earned a spot 
against Switzerland to start the knockout round. 
Mexico got the five-time World Cup champions. 

Four years ago in Brazil, the two teams played to 
a scoreless draw in their group. Brazil had won the 
three previous World Cup meetings. 

“We also had never beat Germany in a World Cup 
and we did it,” Guardado said. “We’re going to hold 
on to that because we came here to make history 
and we’re going to do everything to achieve it. The 
numbers against Brazil are just a stat and it doesn’t 
count once the game kicks off” 


The numbers 
against Brazil 
are just a stat 
and it doesn’t 


game kicks 
off.' 

Andres Guardado . 


El Tri haven’t made it past the second round since 
the 1986 World Cup, when they hosted the tourna¬ 
ment and reached the quarterfinals. 

Mexico’s last victory over Brazil came in 2012 
in an exhibition match at Cowboys Stadium in Ar¬ 
lington, Texas. El Tri memorably won the friendly 
match 2-0 before a crowd of more than 84,000 fans. 

Absences: Mexico will be without defender Hec¬ 
tor Moreno because of yellow card accumulation, 
while Brazil could be missing several players be¬ 
cause of a spate of injuries. 

Douglas Costa and Marcelo practiced separately 
from their teammates on Friday but Danilo, who 
didn’t play in the group final against Serbia because 
of a hip injury, trained with his teammates. 

Marcelo had a back injury sustained against Ser¬ 
bia, and Costa has a thigh injury that may keep him 
out of the rest of the tournament. 

Marcelo posted to Twitter: “Thank you all for the 
messages!!! Thank God it was not serious!!! Soon I 
will be back!!! “ 

Staying loose: Several Mexico players and coach 
Juan Carlos Osorio took the afternoon off on Fri¬ 
day and went sightseeing at Moscow’s Red Square. 
Guardado and his family, and defenders Jesus Gal¬ 
lardo and Edson Alvarez, midfielder Javier Aquino, 
striker Raul Jimenez and Osorio all spent several 
hours downtown. 

At Brazil’s training base in Sochi, players had fun 
playing with their kids after practice — including 
Neymar and his son Davi Lucca. The team has had 
a family-friendly atmosphere throughout the tour¬ 
nament. But they practiced behind closed doors on 
Saturday before a planned flight to Samara. 

Hashtags: Mexico has adopted the social media 
hashtag #nadanosdetiene, or “nothing stops us.” 
Brazil has adopted #GigantesPorNatureza, or “Gi¬ 
ants by Nature.” 

History: It is the 60th anniversary of Brazil’s 
first World Cup title. That tournament was played 
in Sweden. Brazil topped its group, then beat Wales 
and France before facing the hosts in the final. 

With 17-year-old emerging star Pele scoring a 
pair of goals, the Brazilians won 5-2 to earn the star 
above their crest. 

Brazil went on to win World Cup titles in 1962, 
1970, 1994 and 2002. The team hosted the event in 
2014 but finished a disappointing fourth after falling 
to eventual champion Germany in the semifinals. 


Belgium must live up 
to hype against Japan 


By Jerome Pugmire 
Associated Press 

For the second straight World 
Cup, Belgium swept through the 
group stage with three wins and 
stylish soccer. 

Now the highly regarded team 
needs to prove it has more sub¬ 
stance than it did four years ago, 
when the Red Devils went out at 
the quarterfinal stage. There is 
so much hype surrounding this 
Belgium side, anything but a 
semifinal appearance — match¬ 
ing the nation’s best achieve¬ 
ment in 1986 — will be deemed a 
disappointment. 

Barring group winner Bel¬ 
gium’s route to the last eight this 
time is Japan; they meet Monday 
in Rostov-on-Don. 

Japan defied expectations and 
emerged from a tricky group 
containing Colombia, Poland 
and Senegal — three sides with 
greater firepower. The manner 
of Japan’s qualification will prob¬ 
ably not send waves of fear into a 
Belgium squad that is as techni¬ 
cally gifted as it is deep. 

Belgium averaged three goals 
per game, and looked flashy even 
when playing mostly reserves 
against England in winning the 
last group game. 

The Japanese just squeezed 
through, taking a route no team 
has ever taken out of a World Cup 
group. Japan and Senegal fin¬ 
ished with four points each, had 
the same goal differential, scored 
the same number of goals and 
even drew 2-2, sending it to a tie¬ 
breaker being used at the World 
Cup for the first time: disciplin¬ 
ary record. 

Japan only advanced because it 
received fewer yellow cards than 
Senegal. Now it’s up against argu¬ 
ably the most well-balanced and 
complete side in the competition. 

Belgium has one of the world’s 
best goalkeepers in Thibaut 
Courtois — who has yet to make 
the same blunders befalling other 
big-name goalies here in Russia 
— a superb orchestrator of at¬ 
tacks in the wonderfully gifted 
Eden Hazard and a lethal finisher 
in striker Romelu Lukaku. 

Despite being only 25 years 
old, the powerfully-built Lukaku 
already has 40 international 
goals — including four so far in 
Russia. This puts him level with 
Portugal star Cristiano Ronaldo, 
and one behind England striker 
Harry Kane in the race to finish 
top scorer at the World Cup. 

Lukaku will look to add to his 
group-stage tally against a Japan 
defense conceding more than a 
goal per game. Japan may well 
have conceded more than four 
goals overall, but played almost 
the entire game with an extra 

Live on AFN 


man in a 2-1 win against Colom¬ 
bia, which had a player sent off in 
the third minute. 

Lukaku has even more reason 
to be confident, considering the 
quality of service he can expect 
from Hazard, midfielder Kevin 
De Bruyne and wide forward 
Dries Mertens. 

The attacking trio of Mertens- 
Lukaku-Hazard is one of the most 
eye-catching around. Lukaku has 
made their job easier by improv¬ 
ing his movement off the ball, too, 
since he has a tendency to be too 
static at times when just waiting 
inside the penalty area. 

Stopping Belgium: Japan 
coach Akira Nishino has his work 
cut out containing Belgium’s free- 
flowing attacks. Even if he man¬ 
ages to keep Hazard quiet, there 
are still multiple threats. 

De Bruyne has proved to be 
an exquisite passer with Premier 
League champion Manchester 
City, and is especially danger¬ 
ous with long-range passes and 
crosses. Mertens has a more un¬ 
predictable style of play, but has 
mesmerizingly quick feet, an 
even quicker brain and — despite 
his diminutive size — he is hard 
to knock off the ball. 

Mertens’ modest tally of 15 
goals in 72 games for Belgium 
does not do justice to his finish¬ 
ing ability. When the mood takes 
him, Mertens is utterly ruthless 
in front of goal and he has net¬ 
ted 56 goals overall in the past 
two seasons with Napoli in Italy’s 
Serie A. 

Japanese threat: Given the fra¬ 
gility of Japan’s defense, Nishino 
may have no choice but to try and 
take the game to Belgium. This 
could produce a high-scoring 
contest. 

Japan also has talented and 
experienced attacking players 
in former Manchester United 
forward Shinji Kagawa and the 
hugely popular Keisuke Honda. 

Kagawa, who has 31 interna¬ 
tional goals, is likely to play as a 
playmaker behind the lone strik¬ 
er in Nishino’s favored 4-2-3-1 
formation. 

Honda, who has netted 37 times 
for Japan, is no longer a regular, 
but the 32-year-old former AC 
Milan player remains danger¬ 
ous on free kicks. Attack-minded 
fullback Hiroki Sakai also adds 
another dimension with his ma¬ 
rauding runs down the right 
flank. 

Nishino must decide between 
Yoshinori Muto and Yuya Osako 
as his lone striker. After starting 
the first two games, and coming 
on early in the second half against 
Poland, Osako is favored to start. 


Round of 16 
Brazil vs. Mexico 

AFN-Sports2 
4 p.m. Monday GET 
11 p.m. Monday JKT 


Round of 16 
Belgium vs. Japan 

AFN-Sports2 
8 p.m. Monday GET 
3 a.m.TuesdayJKT 
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End: Next generation ready 
to step up for aging stars 



Russia goalkeeper Igor Akinfeev saves a penalty by Spain’s Koke during the round of 16 match Sunday 
in Moscow. Akinfeev saved two shots to give Russia a 4-3 edge in the shootout. 

Host Russia stuns Spain 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Ronaldo lost a World Cup semi¬ 
final in 2006 but never got past 
the second round again. He did 
help Portugal to its first Europe¬ 
an Championship in 2016. 

If Argentina and Portugal won 
Saturday, the rivals would have 
matched up for a spot in the semi¬ 
finals. Instead, they’ll race to the 
airport. Argentina lost to France 
4-3 in Kazan and Portugal fell to 
Uruguay 2-1 at Sochi. 

Brazil’s Pele and Argentina’s 
Diego Maradona became nation¬ 
al treasures at home, celebrated 
for World Cup titles and global 
superstars. Fans who never saw 
them play for their clubs know of 
Pele and Maradona’s accomplish¬ 
ments every four years at the 
global tournament. 

Messi and Ronaldo will be re¬ 
membered for great club success, 
but not country triumph. 

Barcelona signed the 13-year- 
old Messi to a contract scrawled 
on a napkin in 2000. He was 17 
when he made his competitive 
first-team debut. Titles accumu¬ 
lated at an unprecedented rate: 
four in the Champions League, 
nine in La Liga and six in the 
Copa del Rey. Adulation at Camp 
Nou turned into worship; media 
called him “La Pugla (The Flea)” 
for his small frame and unparal¬ 
leled acceleration, and Arsenal 
manager Arsene Wenger equated 
Messi’s moves with a video-game 
creation, proclaiming he was 
“like a PlayStation.” 

He scored at a rate once unfath¬ 
omable: 383 goals in 418 league 
matches, 100 in 125 Champions 
League games and 552 in 637 
first-team appearances over¬ 
all. He was a lifer for one of the 
most popular clubs in the world, 
a brand of his own, earning love 
in Spain but detachment from his 
countrymen in South America. 


Too often, his World Cup failures 
were compared to Maradona’s 
successes. 

Ronaldo, too, debuted at 17, for 
Sporting Lisbon. His crossover 
dribble was already famous when 
Alex Ferguson snatched him for 
Manchester United ahead of the 
2003-04 season and gave him 
the No. 7 of just-departed David 
Beckham. After six seasons that 
included three Premier League 
titles, one Champions League and 
one FA Cup, he moved to Real 
Madrid and scored 450 goals 
in 438 matches, winning four 
Champions League titles, and the 
league and cup twice each. He’s 
set a Champions League record 
with 120 goals, leaving Messi a 
distant second. 

They were soccer’s yin and 
yang, Messi understated and dis¬ 
tant, Ronaldo flamboyant with a 
model girlfriend and attention- 
grabbing hairdos. They are glob¬ 
al spokesmen, Ronaldo for Nike, 
Toyota and many more; Messi for 
the likes of Adidas and Pepsi. 

Ronaldo grew a goatee for this 
World Cup. He said it was because 
of a bet with Portugal teammate 
Ricardo Quaresma, but it coin¬ 
cided with the release of a com¬ 
mercial of Messi with a real goat 
— as in “Greatest of All Time.” 

They have entertained, becom¬ 
ing household names in continents 
far afield, royalty of the internet 
age when satellites beamed their 
twice-a-week matches to homes, 
bars and laptops in ways Pele, 
Maradona and predecessors 
couldn’t envisage. 

But now their time at the top 
has come to an end. Mbappe, just 
19, and others in the next genera¬ 
tion are ready for leading roles. 
It is too soon to proclaim which 
will emerge to become the best. 
As dusk descended late on a mid¬ 
summer Russian night, dawn was 
just ahead. 


By Graham Dunbar 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW—Russia shockingly 
eliminated Spain from the World 
Cup, surviving two hours of dom¬ 
inance by the 2010 champions in 
a 1-1 draw and then winning a 
penalty shootout 4-3. 

Russia’s captain and goalkeep¬ 
er Igor Akinfeev saved spot-kicks 
from Jorge “Koke” Resurreccion 
and lago Aspas, while all four 
Russian shooters scored. 

Akinfeev used his traihng left 
foot to kick the ball high away from 
the goal on Spain’s last attempt by 
Aspas. The veteran goalkeeper 
leapt up, punched the air with 
both hands and leapt into a surf¬ 
ing, belly flop dive on to the rain- 
soaked turf as teammates raced to 
him from the halfway line. 

The World Cup’s lowest-ranked 
team now advances to a quarter¬ 


final against Croatia or Denmark 
in Sochi on Sunday. 

“I just feel emptied out,” Akin¬ 
feev said. “Over the whole second 
half and extra time we were de¬ 
fending our goal and managed 
it, we were hoping for penalties 
because Spain are hard to beat. 
Spain can’t always be lucky.” 

It gave Russia its greatest win in 
international soccer for 10 years, 
since Akinfeev was in goal for an 
extra-time victory over the Neth¬ 
erlands in a European Champion¬ 
ship quarterfinal. That run was 
ended days later by a Spain team 
beginning its era of dominance. 

Spain has now failed to win a 
knockout game at three m^or 
tournaments since it won Euro 
2012. 

The defeat Sunday likely spells 
the end of Andres Iniesta’s ca¬ 
reer. The veteran Barcelona mid¬ 
fielder came off the bench and 


almost won the game with an 
85th-minute shot saved by Akin¬ 
feev. Iniesta also scored the first 
spot-kick of the shootout. 

Spain was more urgent in extra 
time after being too passive when 
it dominated the ball in the 90 
minutes of regular time. 

Akinfeev pushed away a 109th- 
minute shot from substitute Ro¬ 
drigo who ran hard at goal from 
near the halfway line. He also en¬ 
sured the game needed 30 extra 
minutes with back-to-back diving 
saves in the 85th to deny substi¬ 
tutes Iniesta and Aspas. 

Spain dominated the ball dur¬ 
ing the game — completing more 
than 1,000 passes — but was too 
passive against a well-organized 
Russian defense. 

Spain led in the 12th minute 
when captain Sergio Ramos 
helped force Russia’s Sergei Ig- 
nashevich into an own goal. 


Cavani steals spotlight to help Uruguay advance 


By Tim Booth 

Associated Press 


Scoreboard 


SOCHI, Russia — Edinson Ca¬ 
vani upstaged Cristiano Ronaldo, 
first with his head and then with 
his right foot, and sent Uruguay 
to the World Cup quarterfinals. 

Cavani scored twice and Ron¬ 
aldo none Saturday to give Uru¬ 
guay a 2-1 victory over Portugal. 

On the same day Lionel Messi 
was sent home in Argentina’s loss, 
the other “GOAT” at this tour¬ 
nament was also eliminated. It 
was two weeks ago that Ronaldo 
scored a hat trick in the same sta¬ 
dium against Spain, stroking his 
chin after the first goal to imply 
he was the “greatest of all time.” 

There was no goal from Ron¬ 
aldo this time. Everywhere he 
went, the Portugal great was 
hounded by two or three Uru¬ 
guayan defenders. 

“We had our chances, but this 
is football,” Ronaldo said. “We 
have to keep our heads high. We 
gave our best. The team played 


Second round 

Saturday, June 30 

France 4, Argentina 3 
Uruguay vs. Portugal 

Sunday, July 1 

Russia 1, Spain 1, Russia wins 4 
penalty kicks 

Croatia vs. Denmark 

Monday, July 2 
At Samara, Russia 
Brazil vs. Mexico 

At Rostov-on-Don, Russia 
Belgium vs. Japan 

Tuesday, Juiy 3 
At St. Petersburg, Russia 
Sweden vs. Switzerland 


At Moscow 

Colombia vs. England 

Quarterfinals 

Friday, Juiy 6 

At Nizhny Novgorod, Russia 
France vs. Uruguay 

At Kazan, Russia 

Brazil-Mexico winner vs. Belgium-Ja- 
pan winner 

Saturday, Juiy 7 
At Samara, Russia 

Sweden-Switzerland winner vs. Co- 
lombia-England winner 

At Sochi, Russia 

Russia vs. Croatia-Denmark winner 


well. As the team captain I am 
proud of this group. Everyone 
worked hard to make sure things 
went well.” 

It was Cavani who instead took 
the spotlight. He combined with 
Luis Suarez to compete a series of 
precision passes to give Uruguay 
the early advantage with a header 
in the seventh minute. And after 
Portugal equalized on Pepe’s 
header in the 55th minute, it was 


Cavani again finishing a perfect 
Uruguay counter in the 62nd with 
a shot from just inside the penalty 
area that caught Portugal goal¬ 
keeper Rui Patricio slightly out 
of position and curled inside the 
far post. 

“The truth is, it was really 
exciting,” Cavani said. “There 
aren’t words to describe this.” 

Cavani now has three goals at 
the World Cup, but limped off in 


the 70th minute with an apparent 
injury and had to be replaced. He 
was helped to the sideline with his 
arm around Ronaldo’s back. 

“Right now we are only wor¬ 
ried, but we don’t know how grave 
this injury is,” Uruguay coach 
Oscar Tabarez said. 

Uruguay, a two-time cham¬ 
pion that reached the semifinals 
at the 2010 World Cup, will next 
face France on Friday in Nizhny 
Novgorod. 

Portugal had chances in the 
second half, including a frantic 
final few minutes of stoppage time 
with claims of a possible handball 
in the penalty area from a late 
corner kick. But there was no late 
video review to benefit Portugal 
as Ronaldo’s fourth World Cup 
came to an uneventful end. 

Like Messi, Ronaldo has never 
scored in a knockout round match 
at the World Cup. 

“I said no team can win alone. I 
never said Cristiano wants to play 
alone,” Portugal coach Fernando 
Santos said. “The team didn’t win 


because Uruguay scored twice. 
Usually we also score.” 

Ronaldo had one clean shot the 
entire 90 minutes and it came 
in the opening moments of the 
match, directly into the arms of 
Uruguay goalkeeper Fernando 
Muslera. His shadows were Uru¬ 
guay defenders Diego Godin and 
Jose Maria Gimenez, who know 
Ronaldo quite well from their 
clashes between Real Madrid 
and Atletico Madrid in the Span¬ 
ish league. 

Ronaldo was involved some¬ 
what in Portugal’s goal, even if 
he didn’t come close to getting a 
touch on the cross. Ronaldo ran in 
front of Pepe and drew the atten¬ 
tion of both Gimenez and Godin. 
Pepe came in behind and Uru¬ 
guay finally surrendered its first 
goal of the tournament in the 55th 
minute. 

Being level lasted only seven 
minutes. The last time Uruguay 
won its first four games in the 
World Cup was 1930 when four 
wins earned it the title. 
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Home advantage 

Russia stuns Spain on PKs 
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End of an era 


Superstars Messi and Ronaldo exit empty-handed again, likely for last time 



By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW 

ionel Messi stared, hands on hips, pain etched 
across a face once boyish and filled with limitless 
joy, now obscured by a brown beard and hard¬ 
ened by expectations for his nation unmet. 

Four hours later and 950 miles away, Cristiano Ronaldo’s 
eyes were wide in anger as he shouted in protest just ahead 
of the final whistle, once again arguing with a referee. The 
tirade got Ronaldo a second yellow card that would have 


suspended him for the next match. No worries, Portugal’s 
World Cup ended with a loss. 

Saturday will likely mark the end of an era for the World 
Cup, a decade in which much of the hype and pre-tourna¬ 
ment talk has been about the best players in the world, the 
Spanish league rivals who have evenly split the last 10 FIFA 
Player of the Year Awards. Once again, both men have 
failed to replicate their club success for their countries. 

Messi is a week past his 31st birthday and Ronaldo 33, 
former phenoms unlikely to reach Qatar 2022 or retain 
their exceptional skill if they manage to hang on. 

For both superstars, a World Cup title remained an un¬ 


reachable star. On Saturday, they were both outshined by 
a pair of Paris Saint-Germain teammates, France’s Kyl- 
ian Mbappe and Uruguay’s Edinson Cavani. Younger legs 
have more speed and endurance. Most importantly, Ca¬ 
vani and Mbappe had more support and less pressure. 

Messi hasn’t won a senior title with his nation, losing fi¬ 
nals at the 2014 World Cup, and the 2007, ’15 and ’16 Copa 
Americas, the last when Messi failed on his penalty kick 
during a shootout. He faced massive criticism at home and 
retired from the national team only to be lured back for 
this World Cup cycle. 

SEE END ON PAGE 31 
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